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Ballard Blessings
Following the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, we at Ballard First Lutheran affirm the dignity and worth of all people.  We believe God calls 
us to be a community of grace, compassion, and justice.  With St. Paul, we affirm that, in Christ, “There is no longer Jew or Gentile, there is 
no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all are one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal. 3:28)  We believe that the Gospel, that is, 
the good news of Jesus Christ, is God’s gift for all people.  Furthermore, we believe that this gift is to be shared unconditionally, without 
regard to age, race, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, socioeconomic or family status, or physical or mental ability.                
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                                Jan Holm   

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

     Perhaps you’ve seen the church sign board with the simple, yet provocative 
question for passersby to ponder.  

What’s missing from CH _ _ CH?
U  R

     Or, maybe you remember the verse from the children’s song that goes:

The church is not a building, 
    the church is not a steeple, 

      the church is not a resting place, 
                                                  the church is a people. 

     I’ve always liked the sentiment of that song. The Church was never intended 
to be confined by, or to, a building. Everyone knows a building is made up of 
“bricks and mortar.” And surely we’re all more aware than ever before that with 
“brick and mortar” buildings roofs need replacing, windows sometimes leak, and 
yes, 70-80 year old furnaces eventually break down! I’d love to be able to tell you 
our facility issues are behind us. Unfortunately, that is not the case. For those who 
want to know the real deal, you can read an update regarding the furnace on page 
9 of this issue of the Ballard Blessings.
     Having said that, I’d prefer to return to the sentiments of that sign board or 
children’s song. While we all know that the building that has been sitting on the 
corner of 20th and NW 65th since 1930 is publicly known as Ballard First 
Lutheran Church, I hope those of us who make up this small part of Christ’s 
body, the Church also know the Church is more than a building—it’s a living 
organism! This living Church is made up of ordinary people like you and me—
male and female, young and old, rich and poor, saint and sinner—together we 
ARE the Church. And yet we also know “brick and mortar” buildings that house 
people who make up the Church, like the very homes we live in, are intended not 
only to provide warm and safe places for families to live and grow, they are also 
places where family and friends gather together to celebrate special occasions, to 
share meals, to pass on traditions, to hear and share family history, to create new 
memories. Like the homes we live in, our Church home is a place where we 
gather to love and to be loved, to forgive and to be forgiven, to share and to give, 
to take and to receive, to pray and praise God from whom all blessings flow.  
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PASTORAL LETTER (continued)
   Although we continue holding our weekly worship in the Lower Social Hall (aka “Basement Church”), I am 
glad to say we will be returning to the Sanctuary for our Holy Week services in the same manner we were able to 
do for Christmas Eve services (with a temporary heating system).  And so, as the lights grow brighter and the Day 
of the Resurrection of Our Lord draws nearer, I hope you’ll join us for our Festival Worship at 10:00 a.m. in our 
“brick and mortar” building where the sweet sounds of pipe organ, trumpets, and joyous voices will once again be
singing: “Christ is Risen! Alleluia!” 

What’s missing from CH _ _ CH? 
I hope “U R” not!    

In Christ’s Abiding Love,

Pastor Laurie

PASTORAL ACTS FOR THE MONTH OF  MARCH

Memorial Services
                   Elaine “Marian” Ildhuso                           David Landis Folkins, Sr.
                           March 13, 2010                                            March 20, 2010

PRAYER CONCERNS AND THANKSGIVINGS 
The following people were in our prayers during the month of March:

Gilla Bachellerie (cousin of Joan Peterson, medical 
concerns)
Bishop Wm. (Chris) Boerger (Bishop Boerger’s 
father, Howard died this past month)
Eileen Bryant (in thanksgiving for Eileen’s 90th

birthday)
Randy David (cousin of Joan Peterson, medical 
concerns)
Lester Epstein (friend of Kim and Joan Peterson, 
medical concerns)
Sandy (Sam) Garvin (cancer)
Marian Ildhuso (Marian died this past month)
Marcia Lofthus (medical concerns)
Pastor Barbara Melaas-Swanson (cancer treatment)
Carolyn Mueller (aunt of Linda Krippner, undergoing 
treatment for breast cancer)
Patricia Perdue (mother of Scott Ingham, Patricia 
died this past month)

Please call the church office monthly to update the 
prayer concerns.  Having received your reminder, we 
will gladly keep people on the list and continue our 
prayers for them.

Jane Rieke (grandmother of Clare Brauer-Rieke, 
Jane died this past month)
Brett Scott (friend of Cynthia McClure Hagan 
(battling cancer)
Clif Seifert (father of Jack Seifert, undergoing 
medical tests)
George Stimac (complications in recovering 
from a stroke)
Doris Throness (friend of Joan Peterson, 
medical concerns)
Lois Trickey (friend of Joan Peterson, medical 
concerns)
Lois Unseth (recovering from knee replacement 
surgery)
Christopher Winterstein (son of Boots 
Winterstein, beginning treatment for Hodgkins 
lymphoma)
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APRIL SERVANT LEADERS

Acolytes
April 4 Maddy Barnes and Ian Svasand; Crucifer: Henrik Weiberg
April 11 Sarah Tocher and Claire Fahlman
April 18 Kelsie Morehead and Maddy Barnes
April 25 Sophia Ingham and Linda Stewart

Altar Care 
Month of April TEAMS WILL ROTATE.

Assisting Minister
April 4 and 11 Mary Kay Hilmoe
April 18 and 25 Julie Weisenburger

Additional Servant Leaders
for Holy Week TBA

                             

Communion Assistants
April 4 TBA
April 11 Anders Weiberg and Patrick Hilmoe
April 18  Kathy Johnson and Nick Host
April 25 Gunbjorg Ladstein and Marcia Nelson
  

Counters
April 4 Laurie and Terry McGibbon, Ellen and Geoff Wall
April 11 Bernice Chouery and Jamie Fera
April 18 Juliet Dickens and Ken Mingeaud, Dana Cocales
April 25 Wanda Freeman and Ramona Leer

  

Greeters Lectors
April 4   Steve Dreher and Gayle Solberg April 4 Tom Tocher 
April 11   Farid and Bernice Chouery April 11 Kristen Weiberg
April 18   Kim and Joan Peterson April 18 Rick Barnes
April 25 The LaFave Family April 25 Kris Breton

      

Ushers
April 4 TBA
April 11 Kim Peterson and Sylvia Vikingstad
April 18 Dave Hilmoe, Gunbjorg Ladstein, Marcia Nelson
April 25 Gaile Moe and Dave Craig, Peter Etzold

Van Drivers
April 4  Kim Peterson
April 11  Ray Gooch
April 18  Dave Hilmoe
April 25  Tina Aure
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BEYOND OUR CONGREGATION

Many Ways to Continue to
Help in this Spring!

     Folks at Ballard First Lutheran have been filling the "Blue and Red Bins" with items for the Compass 
Housing Alliance.  Donations have included towels, twin bed sheets, pillowcases, soap, shampoo, 
deodorant, and twin blade razors.  These items are very much appreciated, so please keep them 
coming.
     The Ballard Food Bank receives a lot of needed canned goods from the Ballard First Lutheran 
congregation.  Non-perishable goods are appreciated and can be placed in the Food Bin in the narthex.
     Coffee, cocoa, tea, nuts, and chocolate (mini-bars and regular bars) are always available in Haavik 
Hall after worship services on Sunday.  These are fair trade items ordered through Equal Exchange, 
with the proceeds from our orders going to Lutheran World Relief. Every day in 35 countries, LWR 
works to combat the causes of poverty and the dignity it robs from people’s lives.  LWR works with 
partners to help people grow food, improve health, strengthen communities, end conflict, build 
livelihoods, and recover from disasters.  All of this is done exclusively with people from the communities 
being served. This helps LWR remain very efficient and effective, and helps people learn to help 
themselves.  Lutheran World Relief teaches people to better care for themselves, their communities, and 
the environment. Thank you for your continued support.     

Keep those books coming for the Snohomish County Correction Facility
The Snohomish County Jail is looking for gently used paperback books to help provide a constructive 
way for those incarcerated to pass the time.  Please place your books in the box in the narthex of the 
church.  Your donations are greatly appreciated.

Volunteers Needed for the Seattle Cancer Care Alliance
The Seattle Cancer Care Alliance, a partnership of the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, UW 
Medicine, and Children’s Hospital and Regional Medical Center, is seeking volunteers to provide 
practical support for people undergoing cancer treatment and their families. To learn more about 
opportunities at the Seattle Cancer Care Alliance, visit www.sccavolunteer.org or call 206-288-1072.  
Applications are available online.

Meals Needed for BEM
Ballard Ecumenical Ministry needs meal providers. Members of BFL provide a dinner at the shelter, on 
the second Wednesday of every month, for 5-8 people. Sign up today on the poster in the lower social 
hall. Questions? Contact: Robyn Middleton at 206-782-0544. Or, consider becoming a part of this small 
personal shelter that is helping homeless adults avoid the streets. Ballard Ecumenical Ministry is always 
looking for volunteers to be companion guests for the evening, spend the night with another volunteer 
and up to six guests, provide transportation, do laundry, or prepare meals. Contact Kay Glasscock, the 
volunteer coordinator, at 206-784-3789 for more information on how you can make a difference.

I CARE FOR APRIL
The I CARE offering for the month of April will be taken up on Sunday, April 25th and the recipient will be 
the Compass Housing Alliance.  The mission of Compass Housing Alliance (a merger of The Compass 
Center and Lutheran Alliance To Create Housing, aka: LATCH) is to provide a more efficient and 
complete spectrum of housing and services to people who are without homes as well as those for whom 
fair market rents would otherwise be out of their financial reach. Our Lenten offerings this year were also 
designated to support this important ministry. Thank you for your generosity.
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Dinner Theatre 2010
Channel 3: Y Witness News

All shows at Queen Anne Lutheran Church (2400 – 8th Ave W.)

Ticket Prices:                                                              Show Dates and Times:
Friday and Saturday         Adults          $20           Friday, April 16th            6:00pm
(Full Dinner Included)      Students      $10            Saturday, April 17th        6:00pm
                                         Seniors         $10            Sunday, April 18th          2:00pm

Sunday Shows               Adults           $12             Friday, April 23rd           6:00pm
(Dessert and Coffee)       Students       $8               Saturday, April 24th      6:00pm
                                         Seniors         $8               Sunday, April 25th         2:00pm

All Shows:  Kids under 5 are free!

UPDATE ON THE LYONS COVENANT PROCESS
LYONS (Lutheran Youth of North Seattle) has hired a consultant to assist in developing a covenant to 
provide youth ministry to its member congregations.  Significant numbers of Middle School and High 
School youth from Ballard First participate in this cooperative youth ministry that is supported by seven 
Lutheran churches in North Seattle neighborhoods. LYONS is asking members of each supporting 
congregation to contribute to the covenant process by responding to the following three questions: 

1) What does it mean to have a shared youth ministry?  And what do you think that our youth
need most out of this program?

2) What are our hopes and dreams for the future of LYONS shared ministry and youth 
ministry in general?  How can our congregation participate in that?

3) What are the strong elements of LYONS?  What elements need work?

     The LYONS board and staff hope to use the responses from each congregation, current LYONS 
participants, LYONS alumni and others interested in youth ministry to refine the vision and mission of 
this important ministry.  Please join us on Sunday, April 18 immediately following worship to share 
your responses and observations to the questions outlined above. LYONS alumni and youth 
currently participating in LYONS will attend separate meetings with the consultant and LYONS board 
members to provide their input on the covenant process.
     If you aren’t able to attend the meeting, please consider emailing your insights to Lori Cleaves, BFL’s 
representative to the LYONS board, listing them on the flipcharts in Haavik Hall or placing them in the 
designated LYONS Covenant Folder in the church office. To learn more about LYONS, visit their
website at www.roaringlyons.org. Contact Lori by email (lrcleaves@comcast.net) or by phone 
(206.285.9084) if you have any questions about the covenant process.

LYONS
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FROM OUR CHILDCARE DIRECTOR 
     I have a cute story to share. �- Two of the girls from the Cloud Room were very proud of their new shoes, and they were showing 
them off.  They were telling everyone about the princess on one pair and the gems on the center of the other one's shoes.  Every time 
another child would arrive for the day, they'd say, "Look at my new shoes, see my new shoes?"  A three year old boy arrived just as 
they were talking again about their new shoes, and he very seriously said, "But, I don't have issues."  After laughing to myself I 
thought, well maybe one - and that would be that he might need to have his hearing checked!
    We have our re-licensing appointment coming soon, and there are many cosmetic things they look for, along with classroom 
observations and our interactions with the children.  Just to give you an idea of what they look for: We must make sure that all wood 
surfaces inside and out are either stained or painted, (so I've been doing a lot of touch up and painting).  All of the refrigerators and 
freezers must have thermometers and locks.  Anything on shelves heavier than a couple of pounds must be secured with straps, 
and all shelves must be attached to the walls.  Coats must hang sixteen inches apart from each other, or must have a barrier in 
between them.  Any food items or lotions belonging to the children must have first and last names and dates on them.  So, this is just 
to name a few, but I hope we also get some bonus points for the hallways being waxed and shiny!   Take Care,   Ms. Karen & Staff  

STEWARSHIP
CONNECTIONS:

Connecting 
Sunday to Monday 
through Saturday

Making Decisions, Based on WHAT?

     Easter has become the time of year that I review some 
of the decisions I made the previous twelve months. There 
were some in 2009 that I really wondered about. How did I 
decide to do that? 
     I recently came across a quote from the Harry Potter
character, Dumbledore. He comments to young Harry that 
“It’s not our gifts that define us, but rather our choices.” 
     For several years now, I’ve defined myself as an artist 
based on my gifts. Many of the choices I made were in 
support of that definition. But were those decisions based 
only on being an artist? How might those decisions have 
been different if I emphasized all of my personal qualities? 
     To look this question a little closer, I listed some 
decisions I’ve made recently. I jotted down a few words to 
summarize each one. Then I wrote down the quality or 
personal characteristic that this decision reflects. I was 
surprised by a pattern of risk-taking that is new to me. 
Even the decisions I earlier wondered about point to that. I 
realized that as my faith strengthens, I am able to make, 
what are for me, courageous decisions.
     The Book of Proverbs devotes entire chapters to the 
pursuit of wisdom, but how do we actually make decisions? 
What personal qualities determine the way we make our 
choices?
     The book of James connects faith and action. Making 
godly decisions is the first step to faithful action. What 
opportunities for applying your faith to your daily decision-
making process are present in your daily life?  

In Peace,   Ann Maki

Address Changes

Please make the following change in your 
directory:
                      Shirley Monson
                      Ballard Landmark

          5433 Leary Ave. NW  #223
                      Seattle, WA   98107

The phone number remains the same:
206-782-1827

                     Judy Swanson
                     2921 NW 80th Street
                     Seattle, WA   98117

              Phone number:  206-276-5053

Words of Appreciation

Lenten Soup Makers
A “souper” big thank you to all of our wonderful 
Lenten soup makers! Not only were we blessed 
with a delicious variety of soups and breads, we 
were also blessed with delightful fellowship.  
Thanks also, for your generous Lenten offerings 
designated to Compass Housing Alliance.  

Spring Work Day Crews
A special word of thanks too, for all who helped 
spruce up our grounds, both inside and out, in 
preparation for Holy Week. Many projects were 
accomplished as we teamed up to beautify and 
clean our church home. Thanks also to those 
who have helped keep our facility humming 
along these recent weeks, especially Wanda 
Freeman and Scott & Jill Jacobson. 
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER  
“WHEN DO WE GET OUR HEAT BACK?”

     By now, it is common knowledge that the Ballard First Lutheran heating system was destroyed as a 
result of water intrusion discovered in the church’s furnace room in September of 2009. The process to 
replace the system has proved lengthier than hoped. Many have wondered aloud when heat will return.
     While it may appear that nothing is being done, that is not the case. It is true, though, that it has taken 
time to assess the situation and to discern the best course of action. The old system lasted seventy-five 
years. It is hoped that the new system will also last for a good, long time. So it makes sense to think 
carefully and thoroughly as the new heating system will be with this congregation for many decades to 
come. Hopefully, this temporary inconvenience will allow many future generations to enjoy a church facility 
that is warm and efficient. In short, it is better to do this job well than to do it fast.
     By the time you receive this issue of Ballard Blessings,  heating companies will have submitted their 
bids to our church leadership. By the middle of April, it is hoped that our congregation will sign a contract 
with the company that is selected. It is then anticipated that it will take about a month or so to receive the 
final drawings of the new system and to secure the necessary permits. It is estimated that actual 
construction could take as long as a couple of months. Allowing for delays, it is probably realistic to 
anticipate that the new system will be in place by July or August, well in advance of colder temperatures in 
the fall. In the meantime, the congregation will resume worship in the sanctuary as soon as weather 
permits.
     Thanks for your patience during this complicated process! 

Mid-week Bible Study Resumes
Our Bible study on the Prison Letters of St. Paul, based on Tom Wright’s Paul for Everyone, will resume
each Wednesday from noon to 1:30 p.m. in Haavik Hall beginning April 7th. Participants are invited to bring 
a sack lunch as we share a meal together and immerse ourselves in God’s Word

Coffee Hour Hosts Needed
Have you considered signing up to host one of our fellowship hours following Sunday worship or, perhaps
bringing goodies to stock our freezer for “No Host” Sundays? This fellowship time is enjoyed by so many, 
however, we are always in need of people to serve as hosts and hostesses and to pitch in with set-
up/clean-up, before and after. So, grab a friend or two and sign up today!    

Ballard First Lutheran Book Club
BFL Book Club will meet Monday, April 19, 2010 at 7 PM in the Church office. We will be discussing.  Olive 
Kitteridge by Elizabeth Strout. It is available new and used in book stores, but is not available in time from 
the Seattle Public Library. It is a collection of thirteen linked tales from Strout (Abide with Me, etc.), which 
present a heart-wrenching, penetrating portrait of ordinary coastal Mainers. The opening tale focuses on 
terse, dry junior high-school teacher Olive Kitteridge and her gregarious pharmacist husband, Henry.

We will also be meeting Monday, May 17, 2010 for "Mountains Beyond Mountains" by Tracy Kidder.
Twelve of these books will be available for sign out after Easter. It is a true story about a specialist in 
infectious diseases, whose goal is redressing the "steep gradient of inequality" in medical service to the 
desperately poor. His work establishing a complex of public health facilities on the central plateau of Haiti 
forms the keystone to efforts that now encompass initiatives on three continents.

Save the Date for Vacation Bible School this Summer
Mark your calendars for the return of Vacation Bible School to BFL this summer.  The dates are 
Monday, July 12th through Friday, July 16th (9 a.m. to noon) here at Ballard First Lutheran Church.  More 
details and registration forms will be available in the near future.                                                                                                                                                                                                        
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER

HOLY WEEK AT BALLARD FIRST LUTHERAN

During this holiest week of the year, feet will be washed, an altar will be dramatically stripped bare, 
hands will be laid upon heads as words of forgiveness are spoken, bread will be broken and wine 
poured out, lights will grow dim, a cross will be borne, a new fire will be kindled, songs will be sung, 
God’s Word will be proclaimed, and God’s peace will be shared. The 2010 worship schedule at Ballard 
First Lutheran is as follows:

    

MAUNDY THURSDAY – Thursday, April 1st: Worship at Noon and 7:30 p.m. (This service includes 
laying on of hands and individual words of forgiveness, foot-washing, Holy Communion, and the 
stripping of the altar.)

      

GOOD FRIDAY – Friday, April 2nd: Worship at 7:30 p.m. (This Tenebrae service will feature the Ballard 
First Lutheran Choir and several guest musicians.  The service will conclude with an adoration of the 
cross. Worshipers are invited to bring a cut flower to place in the center of the cross at the service’s 
conclusion. Flowers will be provided for those who do not bring one, however.)

      

EASTER VIGIL – Saturday, April 3rd: Worship at 7:30 p.m.  (This service includes “The Blessing of the 
New Fire,” the Service of Dramatized Lessons, The Service of Affirmation of Baptism, and the Service of 
Holy Communion. On this most holy night of the year, we remember how Christ has passed from death 
to life.)

      

EASTER DAY – Sunday, April 4th: Festival Worship at 10:00 a.m. (Easter Lilies, special music, and 
joyful celebration mark this crown of the Church year. Our youth will serve an Easter Pancake breakfast 
in the lower social hall from 8:30am – 9:30am. Donations will be accepted and shared equally between 
Avivara in Guatemala and youth ministry at BFL)

      
An Update on “Purses for Purdy”
Rachel Circle has been collecting gently used purses for women released from the Washington 
Corrections Center for Women located northwest of Tacoma, just outside the town of Purdy. The purses 
are a new beginning for women re-entering society. The goal is to collect 100 purses by May 17th and 
we are well on our way.  So far we have 27 purses.  We are also gathering toiletries, small mirrors, 
pens, small note pads, coffee cards, travel size tooth paste and tooth brushes, etc., to put in these 
purses.  Bring your purses and other items to Haavik Hall and place them in the bin.  Please call Bernice 
Furdal Chouery at 206-383-8872 if you have any questions. Thank you for helping us to make a 
difference in the lives of these women.

News from Mission Projects 
Thank you from our Mission Sewers. The winner of the quilt raffle has not been determined as of this 
writing, but ticket sales have been great. Thanks to everyone for your generosity in helping to defray the 
cost of shipping. We will be meeting on Thursday, April 8th and Thursday, April 22nd, and our final 
meeting this year will be Thursday, May 6th. Shipping of the quilts and health kits will be May 7th from 
Our Redeemer’s.  We will then be on hiatus for the summer months resuming again come September.
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FINANCIAL HISTORY REPORT                 

February 2010 Financial Report
General Fund

February
Actual

February
Budget

Year To Date 
Actual

Year To Date 
Budget

 Year To Date 
Variance

Envelope/
Loose Giving $16,979.70 $22,333.33 $48,573.70 $44,666.66 $3.907.04

Other Income $4,471.50 $7,868.34 $10,180.40 $15,736.68 ($5,556.28)

Total Income $21,451.20 $30,201.67 $58,754.10 $60,403.34 ($1,649.24)

Expenses $38,549.28 $39.428.48 $75,997.02 $78,856.96 ($2,859.94)

Surplus / (Loss) ($17,098.08) ($9,226.81) ($17,242.92) ($18,453.62) $1,210.70

Cash Balance $81,259.61

Each month, this report will show income and expenses for both the current month and year-to-date.  
In addition, the last column shows the variance (actual vs. budget).  We are also reporting our current 
general fund balance.  We hope this helps you to better understand our overall financial situation.  If 
you have any questions or feedback, please contact: your Finance Committee members...

In February, these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission and ministry budget became 
Christ’s hands and feet in the world: sent a delegation to Guatemala to participate in Avivara, held Ash 
Wednesday noon and evening worship, led inquiry classes, held BFL Council Retreat, hosted Ballard 
clergy meeting, held noontime Bible study, provided space for weekly AA and Al-Anon meetings, 
sewed quilts for Mission Projects, held Wednesday Lenten noontime and evening soup and worship,
hosted pastors’ weekly text study, held intergenerational Sunday School classes, financially supported the 
Lutheran Public Policy Office and attended Advocacy Day in Olympia.

Capital Campaign II Update

February – 2010

Total Loan Balance as of 1/1/2010
    
$245,073

Month Year
Monthly 
Giving Loan Balance

January 2010 $4,021 $242,357
February 2010 $4,270 $239,250
March 2010
April 2010

Only a part of the payment is applied to the principle. 
The rest is interest. The monthly payment is based 
on the amount of capital campaign contributions 
received from the previous month. Thank you for 
your continuous generous giving toward retiring our 
Capital Improvement loan from the ELCA’s Mission 
Investment Fund.
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Sunday Morning Worship Schedule

                               9:00am Sunday School            10:00am Worship

Coffee Hour Fellowship following Worship

Nursery care available throughout the morning

Holy Week Worship Schedule

Maundy Thursday - April 1: Noon & 7:30pm
Good Friday - April 2: 7:30pm
Easter Vigil - April 3:  7:30pm

Easter Breakfast - April 4: 8:30am-9:30am
Easter Sunday Festival Worship - April 4: 10:00am (in the sanctuary!)


