Ballard Blessings

Following the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, we at Ballard First Lutheran affirm the dignity and worth of all people. We believe God calls
us to be a community of grace, compassion, and justice. With St. Paul, we affirm that, in Christ, “There is no longer Jew or Gentile, there is
no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all are one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal. 3:28) We believe that the Gospel, that is,
the good news of Jesus Christ, is God’s gift for all people. Furthermore, we believe that this gift is to be shared unconditionally, without
regard to age, race, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, socioeconomic or family status, or physical or mental ability.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

N.T. Wright dedicates his book, Evil and the Justice of God, “in memory of
those who died in New York and Washington on September 11, 2001, around the
Indian Ocean in December 2004, in New Orleans and the Gulf Coast in August
2005, and in Pakistan and Kashmir in October 2005.” Had he written it more
recently I’'m sure he would have concluded his dedication with: “and Haiti in
2010.” Many times we’ve heard world leaders, politicians, and countless others
proclaim that the world as we knew it changed forever on 9/11/2001. That life-
altering, history-making horrific event has impacted us all. If we hadn’t known it
before, we quickly became intimately aware that evil exists. Coupled with the
catastrophic loss of life in tsunamis, hurricanes, and earthquakes around the
world since then, the losses are undeniably beyond human comprehension. That
is why N.T. Wright says he dedicated this particular book in memory of those
whose lives were so tragically wrenched away. For him, those who died “are a
reminder that the problem of evil is not something we will solve in the present
world, and that [the Church’s] primary task is not so much to give answers to
impossible philosophical questions as [it is] to bring signs of God’s new world to
birth on the basis of Jesus’ death and in the power of his Spirit, even in the midst
of the present evil age.”

Given the recent earthquake in Haiti, I personally find it disturbing, even
appalling, that there are voices publicly invoking God’s name and suggesting that
the people of Haiti deserved the wrath of God for having once made a “pact with
the devil.” Such statements are completely against the teachings of the God
incarnate in the person, life, and ministry of Jesus Christ. We live in an evil age.
Evil exists. It is present in our world and it is real. But I think Wright’s right on
this one. Our job as the Church is to bring about signs of God’s redemptive and
reconciling work in the world in the midst of this present evil age.

I’'m privileged to say that we, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, are
already doing that through our partnership with Lutheran World Relief and
Lutheran Disaster Response. We are already present in Haiti bringing signs of
hope and healing, and we continue to be present in places like New Orleans as
people continue to recover and rebuild. That is our baptismal calling: to bring the
light of Christ into a dark world, to bring hope and healing to those who are
hurting, to share of our abundant, God-given resources of time, talents, and
treasures.

In a few weeks several members of our faith community here at Ballard First will
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be traveling to Guatemala to experience first-hand the work of God in the lives of the people there. And in just a
few short weeks we will also begin another Lenten Journey where we will be reminded of God’s ongoing
redemptive work in our lives and in the lives of those with whom we share the planet. Of this you can be sure: Our
God is calling us out of sin and evil and into God’s ways of grace, mercy, justice, reconciliation, hope, and healing.
And so, in the days to come, as we address the problem of evil in this present age let us continue to pray boldly the
words our Savior taught us: “Deliver us from evil” and bring us into your light, O God, the light no darkness can

overcome.

In Christ’s Abiding Light and Love,

PASTORAL ACT FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY

Wedding
Blough Aaron Marcus and Zakos Amanda Blair
December 28, 2009
Memorial Services
Lilly Ingeborg Moen Mildred Ellingsen
January 7, 2010 January 15, 2010

PRAYER CONCERNS AND THANKSG/VINGS

The following people were in our prayers during the month of January:

Pastor Bob Anderson (Pastor Bob died this past
month)

Siani Beck (friend of Sara and Clare Bawden, serious
illness)

Zach Dahmen (friend of Maren Haynes, cancer has
been diagnosed)

Mildred Ellingsen (Mildred died this past month)
Lester Epstein (friend of Joan and Kim Peterson,
medical concerns)

David Folkins (cancer)

Sandy (Sam) Garvin (cancer)

Burt Gossard (friend of Les Phillips, sight impairment
due to a stroke)

Linda Hanson (beginning cancer treatment)

Marv Hanson (recovering from open heart surgery)
Alicia Le (co-worker of Kristen Wilson Weiberg,
cancer)

Please call the church office monthly to update the
prayer concerns. Having received your reminder, we
will gladly keep people on the list and continue our
prayers for them.
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Jennifer Loren (sister of Julie Millet, undergoing
treatment for breast cancer)

Helene Lysness (recovering from multiple falls)
Donna Miller (friend of Sylvia Vikingstad,
diagnosed with lung cancer)

Shirley Monson (recuperating from
hospitalization)
Don Olson (friend of Les Phillips, health

concerns)

Doris Schroedel (mother of Yvonne Svasand,
recovering from surgery)

Lois Unseth (recovering from knee replacement
surgery)

Hans Viken (recovering from surgery)

Dave Wood (friend of Kim Peterson, recovering
from surgery)
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FEBRUARY SERVANT LEADERS

Acolytes

February 7 Henrik Weiberg and Maddy Barnes
February 14  Kai Farrar and Sarah Tocher
February21  Max Deckman and Devon Espy
February 28 = Amanda Koskinen and Claire Fahlman

Altar Care

Month of February Dana Cocales, Julie Stewart, Kari Fera, Karen Abelson

Assisting Minister
February 7 and 14 Dale Pederson
February 21 and 28 Maren Haynes

Communion Assistants

February 7 Kathy Johnson and Nick Host
February 14  Jerry and Joanne Shierk

February 21 Gunbjorg Ladstein and Marcia Nelson
February 28  Kendall Wall and Natalie McGibbon

Counters

February7  Juliet Dickens and Ken Mingeaud, Dana Cocales
February 14  Wanda Freeman and Ramona Leer

February 21  Karen and Malcolm Unseth, Tina Aure

February 28  Laurie and Terry McGibbon, Ellen and Geoff Wall

Greeters Lectors

Feb. 7 The LaFave Family Feb. 7 Lance Herberg
Feb.14 Bernice and Farid Chouery Feb.14  Molly Barnes
Feb.21 Kim and Joan Peterson Feb.21  Jerry Shierk
Feb.28 Steve Dreher and Gayle Solberg Feb.28 Rheta Rabe
Ushers

February 7 Doug Lange and Jerry Shierk

February 14  Laurie Fladhus and Eric Green, Jennifer and John Schwartz
February 21  Terje Stangeland, Cathi Unseth, Erik Wold, Ray Gooch
February 28  Kim Peterson and Sylvia Vikingstad

Van Drivers

February 7 Kim Peterson
February 14  Ray Gooch
February 21  Dave Hilmoe
February 28 Tina Aure
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BEYOND OUR CONGREGAT/ION

I CARE FOR FEBRUARY

The | CARE offering for the month of February will be taken up on Sunday, February 22" and the
recipient will be the Lutheran Public Policy Office. The mission statement of LPPO is to advocate justice
for all of creation and particularly the "least of these in our midst" in three key areas:

x Church-educating congregations.
x Legislative Advocacy- at local, state and federal levels.

x Community Involvement—Partnering with other groups sharing our mission.

The ELCA is committed to work with and on behalf of the poor, the powerless, and those who suffer,
using its power and influence with political and economic decision-making bodies to develop and
advocate policies that seek to advance justice, peace, and the care of creation.

Compass Housing Alliance: 1°* Annual Auction - There’s No Place Like Home

Compass Housing Alliance is pleased to announce the 2010 Auction
Dinner & Gala: There’s No Place Like Home. LATCH & The Compass
Center's combined auction gala will take place on Saturday, March 20,
2010. Please visit our auction at: www.compasscenter.org and click on the
“upcoming events” section to purchase a table or tickets in support of the
auction! We anticipate this year’s auction to be even bigger and better with
the combined forces of our Lutheran community. We are looking to obtain
the following donations:

x Trips or outings: Vacation or timeshare rentals-both local and nation-wide, catered or hosted
dinners, frequent flyer miles, tickets to the theatre or opera, boat rides or kayaking adventures.

x Personal Services: Professional services (massage, salon or exercise/fitness) or a gift certificate
for a few hours of a person’s time spent cooking their specialty, doing yard maintenance or
sharing computer/software expertise.

X Sports-Signed baseballs, footballs, and other unique and sought after sporting items, tickets to
games, rounds of golf, personal lessons (tennis, golf, etc).

While we are procuring mostly items with a value higher than $50 we would appreciate a few hand
crafted or small items. Larger items and themed baskets would be best auctioned at our gala event.
We appreciate your partnership with Compass Housing Alliance (formerly LATCH & The Compass
Center) and your help to make our first annual, combined auction successful. Donation forms are
available on our website, www.compasscenter.org (under the upcoming events section). If you have any
guestions or need anything, please feel free to contact Jackie Schultz at 206-789-1536 ext 105 or at
jackie@latch.org.

Thank you for impacting many families and homeless individuals in our community by helping us provide

a strong support system of services. Your participation in our biggest fund raising event is truly
appreciated!
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February 5-6, 8pm-8am, “Girls Just Want To Have Fun” Overnight

All LYONS middle school girls are invited for an overnight celebration of all that makes girls
fabulous! There will be movies, games, and lots of “girl talk.” Don’t miss the great night.
Location: The Den (1501 NW 90 ™ St) Cost: Free

MIDDLE SCHOOL EVENTS

February 21, 6:30-8:00pm, Marshmallow Crown Hill Chill!

Four years ago a small group of LYONS middle schoolers embarked on a journey filled with the
magic of puffed awesomeness. Now they are in high school, but the tradition continues!
Location: The Den (1501 NW 90 ™ St) Cost: Free

February 26-27, 8pm-8am, “Boys Will Be Boys” Overnight

All right gentlemen, now it’s your turn. The night will be filled with things that make boys rock.
Games, movies, conversation, and awesomeness. Be there!

Location: The Den (1501 NW 90 ™ St) Cost: Free

HIGH SCHOOL EVENTS

February 7 and 28, 6:30-8:00pm, Dinner Theater Rehearsal!

LYONS biggest event is at hand again, and we need you! If you are in high school you have a spot in
Dinner Theater! There are spots for on stage and backstage so everyone is welcome and
encouraged to be a part of this production! Dinner Theater is always a lot of fun!

Location: The Den (1501 NW 90 ™ St) Cost: Free

ALL YOUTH EVENTS

Tuesdays, February 2, 9, and 23 : 7pm-8pm Guitar Night
Larry’s Guitar Class is back from break and ready to rock! Guitar class is open to anyone who wants
to play. No experience needed! So if you are Eddie Van Halen, or if you have no idea what a six
string is—you are welcome!

Location: LYONS Den (1501 NW 90 ™ St.) Cost: Free !

February 28, Time and location TBA, Punch the Pass!

Ouir first three Punch the Pass events were awesome! The church and servant event are still being
worked out, so stay tuned to your church bulletins, LYONS emails and Facebook, as well as the
LYONS website for more details. This will be your opportunity to get your 4 ™ punch!
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FROM OUR CHILDCARE DIRECTOR

The children were certainly excited that one of the trees in our back play yard fell this week. It add
guestions to their day as to why did it fall down, what were we going to have to do about it, why was | putting
across the area, will a new tree grow there and so on! The rest of us were thinking how fortunate we are th
came downbetweenthe two houses rather than into one of their windows or elsewhere to do more damage thar
large section of our fence was affected and had to be replaced after the tree was cut up and taken away, but t
Barrier Fence Co. we are back safely within our boundaries .

The weather has been so mild lately for this time of year. It's nice for comfortable outside play, but
children covering curriculum themes of snow and ice, | almost wish for a bit of the white stuffl Just one day wot
don't you think? It would also make the snowman on my bulletin board feel "more@aihgah&adrbra who helps us
each afternoon with laundry and classroom clean up, keeps insisting that it's going to snow!! But | think that'
thinking on her part, so that she can stay home and relax. Me...I just want to throw a snowball.

Peace to you, Ms. Karen & Staff

For everything there is a season, and a time for every
matter under heaven.
--Ecclesiastes 3: 1

This verse came up last week on my page-a-day
calendar. It both comforts and challenges me, especially
given how busy I've been in the last few months. | have
often felt there is not enough time to get it all done, but |
trust that the important things will get finished.

What does time have to do with stewardship?
Absolutely everything! Time is one of the precious gifts
God has given us to manage. When we dedicate time
for service to God and others, things flow well and tasks
get completed. Stewarding time allows priorities to be
accomplished.

| try to remind myself to start each new day in tune to
God’s timing. Focusing on God’s priorities and putting
God first ensure a day well spent. How can | serve you
today, Lord, in this day that you have given me?

At the end of each day | try to reflect on how God’s
guidance led me to spend my day wisely. What time was
best spent and most fulfilling?

God of all space and time, you know both my future
and my past. Thank you for the gift of life and time. Help
me to live fully in the time you will give me today. Walk
beside me and guide me as | spend the minutes and
hours, which are a gift from you. Amen.

In Peace, Ann Maki
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STEWARSHIP B L Project from Rachel Circle
CONNECTIONS: l{% == S Rachel Circle has a new project for 2010. We
; - Z 2% are collecting gently used purses for women
Connecting 9 3 released from the Washington Corrections
Sunday to Monday w8 4. Center for Women located northwest of
rough Saturday S y = acoma, just outside the town of Purdy. The
th h Saturd ! g 32 T ' ide th f Purdy. Th
: purses are a new beginning for women re-

entering society. Also, toiletries, small mirrors,
pens, small note pads, coffee cards, travel size
tooth paste and tooth brushes, etc., any item a
women would need in a purse are all
appreciated. There will be a collection bin in
Haavik Hall. If you have questions, please call
Bernice Furdal Chouery at 206-383-8872.
Thank you for considering our goal of 100
purses by May 17, 2010.

Books for the Snohomish Jail
I would like to take this opportunity to thank
those who have donated books for the
Snohomish County Jail, Inmate Library. Your
donations go toward a library that is totally
reliant on donations such as yours. The Jail
Library does not receive any funding.
Some individuals who are incarcerated are very
appreciative of the books that are provided for
them to read while they are serving time and or
awaiting court hearings. It helps them pass the
time in a constructive manner
I will continue to accept books (preferably
paperback) on an ongoing basis for the jalil, as
there is an ongoing need for more books.

Thank You, Erik Wold



OUR L/FE TOGETHER

Mid-week Lenten Worship Schedule

Beginning on Wednesday, February 24™, our Lenten schedule will be as follows:12:00pm worship followed
by a soup luncheon, and at 6:00pm, a simple soup supper followed by worship at 7:00pm. This year’'s
theme will be based on N.T. Wright's book, Evil and the Justice of God. Lenten services continue on
March 3, 10. 17, 24. Also please note: current confirmation students will be meeting with Pastor Erik and
Pastor Laurie for instruction on Wednesdays (2/24, 3/3, 3/10, 3/17, 3/24) from 5-6pm

Mid-week Bible Study and Brown Bag Lunch

Our Bible study on the Pastoral Letters of St. Paul, based on Tom Wright's Paul for Everyone, continues on
Wednesday, February 3™ and 10™, from noon to 1:30 p.m. in Haavik Hall. Participants are invited to bring a
sack lunch as we share a meal together and immerse ourselves in God’s Word. We will then take a brief
hiatus during Lent and will resume again after Easter.

Women of the ELCA (WELCA) Meeting in February

All are invited to join the women of the church for a gathering of food, fun, and fellowship with a Valentine’s
Day theme on Thursday afternoon, February 11" in Haavik Hall beginning at 1:00pm. Please call the
church office (206-784-1306) by Wednesday, February 10™ to arrange for a ride if needed.

Coffee Hour Hosts Needed

Have you considered signing up to host one of our fellowship hours following Sunday worship or, perhaps
bringing goodies to stock our freezer for “No Host” Sundays? This fellowship time is enjoyed by so many,
however, we are always in need of people to serve as hosts and hostesses and to pitch in with set-
up/clean-up afterward. So, grab a friend or two and sign up today!

BALLARD FIRST LUTHERAN TO GUATEMALA

A delegation of eighteen from Ballard First Lutheran will travel to Guatemala from February 12 to 19. Under
the guidance of the staff of Avivara, an organization that promotes education among the poor of
Guatemala, participants will be immersed in Guatemalan, life, work, and culture. Activities will include
service projects on behalf of local schools, travel to a women’s weaving cooperative, a visit to El Pilar
Nature Preserve, a visit to the city dump, a hike up an active volcano, and joining local workers in picking
coffee beans. Participants are: Tina Aure; Sue Clauson and Amanda Koskinen; Dave Craig and Gaile Moe,;
Eric, Kelly, Claire, and Tom Fahlman; Margo Bjornsson; Dave, Mary Kay, and Patrick Hilmoe; Alex Kramer;
and Erik, Kristen, Anders and Henrik Wilson Weiberg.

Ballard First Lutheran Book Club

The BFL book club will meet on Monday, February 22" at 7pm in the church office building. We will be
discussing the book, "A Passion for Nature: The Life of John Muir" by Donald Worster. All are welcome. In
fact, consider inviting a friend to join us for a lively discussion and great fellowship!

Reminder from the Money Counters

The money counters would like to encourage members and regular givers to use their offering envelopes
rather than just putting loose checks and cash into the money plate. It helps to have the name of the giver
clearly written on the envelope for accounting purposes and it makes the job of the counters go much
faster. Thank you for your continued generous giving.

Mark your Calendars for the Blessing of the Fleet
This year commemorates the 82" Annual “Blessing of the Fleet.” Make your plans to join us this year at
the Fishermen’s Memorial Site at Fishermen’s Terminal on Sunday, March 14" at 2:00pm.
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OUR L/FE TOGETHER

New Member Inquiry Class

Want to know more about what it means to live out your baptismal covenant as a disciple of Christ here at
Ballard First? An informal gathering of those interested in knowing more about the history of the Lutheran
Church and the basic tenets of our Christian faith will take place on Wednesday, Feb 10" in Haavik Hall at
7:00pm followed by two classes on Sunday February 21% and 28™ immediately following worship. New
members will be received through baptism and affirmation of baptism at the Easter Vigil on April 3.

Meals Needed for BEM

Ballard Ecumenical Ministry needs meal providers. Members of BFL provide a dinner at the shelter, on the
second Wednesday of every month, for 5-8 people. Sign up today on the poster in the lower social hall.
Questions? Contact: Robyn Middleton at 206-782-0544. Or, consider becoming a part of this small
personal shelter that is helping homeless adults avoid the streets. Ballard Ecumenical Ministry is always
looking for volunteers to be companion guests for the evening, spend the night with another volunteer and
up to six guests, provide transportation, do laundry, or prepare meals. Contact Kay Glasscock, the
volunteer coordinator, at 206-784-3789 for more information on how you can make a difference.

A Note of Thanks from Matt Keadle

Dear People of Ballard First Lutheran Church,

It was a joy to be with you all on Sunday, January 17, to teach adult education and preach in worship!
Ballard First Lutheran Church continues to be an inspiring example of a congregation advocating on
behalf of those who are marginalized, impoverished, or oppressed. On behalf of the Lutheran Public
Policy Office, thank you for your advocacy! | look forward to seeing as many of you as can make it to
Inter-Faith Advocacy Day in Olympia on Tuesday, February 16. Again, thank you for your hospitality on
Sunday and for your continuing commitment to striving for justice and peace — in the neighborhood, in the
state, and in all the earth.

In Christ,

Matt Keadle

Seminary Intern

The Lutheran Public Policy Office of Washington State

Faith Advocacy Day

Tuesday, February 16, 2010
8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the State Capitol in Olympia

Begin the day at United Churches in Olympia.(110 AVELISE)
Move to the State Capitol for lunch and legislative meetings.
Meet your legislators and voice your concerns.
For more information, contact one of the primary sponsors:
Washington Association of Churcheq206) 625-9790utheran Public Policy Office (206) 464-4133, and
Church Council of Greater Seattl¢206) 525-1213

A $25 registration fee includes an advocacy packet, continental breakfast, and lunch. Register onlifje a
www.acteva.com/go/ifadr mail to: The WAC, P.O. Box 95949, Seattle, 98145

Jerry Shierk will drive the church van, so call the church office to reserve your spot!
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FINANC/AL H/ISTORY REPORT

Envelope/
Loose Giving

Other Income
Total Income
Expenses

Surplus / (Loss)

Cash Balance

This report shows income and expenses for both the current month and year-to-date. In addition, the
last column shows the variance (actual vs. budget). We are also reporting our current general fund
balance. We hope this helps you to better understand our overall financial situation. If you have any
questions or feedback, please contact: your Finance Committee members...

December 2009 Financial Report

December
Actual
$34,912.67
$92,367.74
$127,280.41
$60,615.48
$66,664.93

$91,922.07

General Fund

December
Budget
$25,278.51
$102,921.63
$128,200.14
$39,904.69

$88,295.45

Year To Date

Year To Date

Year To Date

Actual Budget Variance
$260,613.32  $303,343.00  ($42,729.68)
$175,167.87  $195,575.00  ($20,407.13)
$435,781.19  $498,918.00 ($63,136.81)
$470,305.03  $498,253.00 ($27,947.97)
($34,523.84) $665.00 ($35,188.84)

In December, these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission and ministry budget
became Christ’s hands and feet in the world: provided Christmas gifts for LATCH families and food
baskets for clients at Ballard Food Bank, Christmas caroling to homebound members, hosted Wednesday
evening Advent worship services and soup suppers, hosted the “Friendly Diehards, held BFL Childcare
Center Christmas Program, and held Christmas Eve Manger and Candlelight Services in a heated

sanctuary.

Capital Campaign II Update

Total Loan Balance as of 1/1/2009

Month Year
January 2009
February 2009
March 2009
April 2009
May 2009
June 2009

December — 2009
$282,847
Monthly

Giving Loan Balance
$4,498 $279,852
$3,005 $278,189
$5,377 $274,289
$3,430 $272,267
$3,682 $270,032
$4,315 $267,104

July 2009 $4,840 $263,684
August 2009 $4,985 $260,098
September 2009 $2,535 $258,894
October 2009 $2,535 $257,735
November 2009 $7,280 $251,779
December 2009 $8,045 $245,073

Thanks to your faithful and generous contributions
during 2009 our loan balance has been reduced by
$37,774. The minimum payment of $2535 was
made in September and October, however the
other ten months Capital Campaign contributions
exceeded the monthly minimum payment, thereby
significantly reducing our loan balance.
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BALLARD FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
2006 Northwest 65 Street
Seattle, WA 98117

Sunday Morning Worship Schedule
9:00am Sunday School 10:00am Worship

Coffee Hour Fellowship following the 10:00am Service

Nursery care available throughout the morning
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Ash Wednesday
February 17
Worship at Noon and 7 p.m.

th

Mid-week Lenten Worship
Wednesdays (Feb 24, Mar 3, 10, 17, 24)
Daytime: Noon worship, followed by soup luncheon
Evening: Soup Supper at 6pm, followed by worship at 7pm
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