Ballard Blessings

Following the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, we at Ballard First Lutheran affirm the dignity and worth of all people. We believe God calls
us to be a community of grace, compassion, and justice. With St. Paul, we affirm that, in Christ, “There is no longer Jew or Gentile, there is
no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all are one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal. 3:28) We believe that the Gospel, that is,
the good news of Jesus Christ, is God’s gift for all people. Furthermore, we believe that this gift is to be shared unconditionally, without
regard to age, race, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, socioeconomic or family status, or physical or mental ability.
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Dear Friends in Christ,

Welcome to 2010. Before 2009 fades too far into sepia-colored memory, it is
always good to ponder what the events of the last year have taught. In the case of
this congregation, it seems to me particularly important to reflect on what
“Basement Church” has meant to us.

For me, “Basement Church” has been a mixed blessing. It has not been easy. It
would be dishonest to say I have thoroughly enjoyed the disruption of routine, the
struggle to provide heat through a bitterly cold stretch, the seeking out of
alternative locations for funerals, the displacement of activities and groups, and
the myriad details over which your staff has spent much worry (and, yes, in my
case, even some anxiety). And, let’s be honest. It is difficult to capture the sense
of holiness downstairs in “Basement Church” that we have come to know upstairs
in “Cathedral Church.”

At the same time, “Basement Church” has been a blessing. We have
experienced, I believe, an undeniably good spirit as we have worshiped “down
low.” We sit closer to one another, for one thing. Even though the acoustics are
not nearly as good as upstairs in “Cathedral Church,” I believe we sing better in
“Basement Church,” simply by virtue of the seating arrangements. We are also
arranged in a semi-circular fashion. That seems to create the kind of informality
that people experience when gathering around a campfire.

Upstairs, with marble altar front and center, pews bolted down and pointed
squarely north, the glorious pipe organ presiding over the room, “Cathedral
Church” feels like, well, church. Downstairs, with the kitchen just off the main
hall, with power cords perilously taped to the floor like snakes ready to strike,
with a decor that has seen better days, with teen-agers sitting on the steps to the
stage, and with our folding chairs looking clumsily eastward to the rising Sun,
“Basement Church” feels like, well, community.

Before we move back upstairs, it seems a good thing to ponder what we have
gained while downstairs. If we have, as I suspect, gained a more profound sense
of community in the basement, then it would be a pity to leave that behind when
we make our ascent in the next couple of months or so.

When Sunday school resumes on January 10, 2010, the adult forum will take
up precisely that theme. We will consider what “Basement Church” has meant for
our community. We will talk about the gifts we have received these recent
months.
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EPISTLE (continued)

And so I invite you to come and join the conversation. As you prepare, I invite you to consider questions like
these: “What have we learned about ourselves while worshiping in the basement?” “What have we gained?” What
is new that we would like to take with us upstairs?” “What will we be glad to leave behind?” “What will we miss?”

“How can we keep the good spirit of community among us alive and thriving?”

It is good to be in ministry together!

Simply,

Pastor Erik W2

PASTORAL ACT FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER

Funeral
Shirley Illyne Brenden
December 22, 2009

PRAYER CONCERNS AND THANKSG/IVINGS

The following people were in our prayers during the month of December:

Siani Beck (friend of Sara and Clare Bawden, serious
illness)

Shirley Brenden (Shirley died this past month)

Zach Dahmen (friend of Maren Haynes, cancer has
been diagnosed)

Lester Epstein (friend of Joan and Kim Peterson,
medical concerns)

David Folkins (cancer)

Sandy (Sam) Garvin (cancer)

Burt Gossard (friend of Les Phillips, sight impairment
due to a stroke)

Bill Hee (father of Lisa Tocher, Bill died this past
month)

Dave Jones (brother of Pastor Laurie, cancer)

Alicia Le (co-worker of Kristen Wilson Weiberg,
cancer)

Earl Lindvog (Earl died this past month)

Rosemarie Lombardi (grandmother of Chiara and
Cecilia Lombardi, terminal pancreatic cancer)

Please call the church office monthly to update the
prayer concerns. Having received your reminder, we
will gladly keep people on the list and continue our
prayers for them.
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Helene Lysness (recovering from multiple falls)
Marilyn Manzlak (in hospice care)

Donna Miller (friend of Sylvia Vikingstad,
diagnosed with lung cancer)

Don Olson (friend of Les Phillips,
concerns)

Etta Fern Olson (105 year old maternal
grandmother of Hope Haugen, Etta died this past
month)

Doris Schroedel (mother of Yvonne Svasand,
recovering from surgery)

Keith Shierk (son of Joanne and Jerry Shierk,
Keith died this past month)

Hans Viken (recovering from brain surgery)

Fred Walston (cousin of Carole Underhill, Fred
died this past month)

Dave Wood (friend of Kim Peterson, recovering
from surgery)

health
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JANUARY SERVANT LEADERS

Acolytes

January 3 Amanda Koskinen and Claire Fahlman

January 10 Max Deckman and Devon Espy

January 17 Henrik Weiberg and lan Svasand

January 24 Sophia Ingham and Linda Stewart

January 31 Kelsie Morehead and Maddy Barnes

Altar Care

Month of January Terry LaFave, Ramona Leer, Lisa Howard, Sharon Lange, Rachel Wright

Assisting Minister

January 3,10, and 17
January 24 and 31

Julie Weisenburger
Mary Kay Hilmoe

Communion Assistants

January 3 Kathy Johnson and Nick Host

January 10 Jerry and Joanne Shierk

January 17 Patrick Hilmoe and Anders Weiberg

January 24 Molly Barnes and Rick Barnes

January 31 Gunbjorg Ladstein and Marcia Nelson

Counters

January 3 Juliet Dickens and Ken Mingeaud, Dana Cocales

January 10  Wanda Freeman and Ramona Leer

January 17  Karen and Malcolm Unseth, Tina Aure

January 24  Laurie and Terry McGibbon, Ellen and Geoff Wall

January 31 Bernice Chouery and Jamie Fera

Greeters Lectors

Jan.3  Kim and Joan Peterson Jan. 3 Tom Tocher
Jan.10  Gaile Moe and Dave Craig Jan.10  Adam Wright
Jan.17  Matt Hendriksen and Joan Peterson Jan.17  Kiris Breton
Jan.24  Farid and Bernice Chouery Jan.24  Kiristen Weiberg
Jan. 31 Steve Dreher and Gayle Solberg Jan. 31 Rick Barnes
Ushers

January 3 Laurie Fladhus and Eric Green, Jennifer and John Schwartz
January 10 Terje Stangeland, Cathi Unseth, Erik Wold, Ray Gooch
January 17 Kim Peterson and Sylvia Vikingstad

January 24 Dave Hilmoe, Gunbjorg Ladstein, Marcia Nelson

January 31 Gaile Moe and Dave Craig

Van Drivers

January 3 Tina Aure

January 10 Kim Peterson

January17  Ray Gooch

January24  Dave Hilmoe

January 31 Tina Aure
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BEYOND OUR CONGREGAT/ION

I CARE For January

The January | CARE offering will be taken on Sunday, January 24™ and the recipient will be
Operation Nightwatch, an inter-denominational Christian ministry serving the poor and homeless since
1967. Operation Nightwatch doesn'’t just find shelter for homeless people. They pay to make it happen.
One hundred twenty-five men and women are off the streets every night because of this program and
the generous donations of congregations such as Ballard First.

Operation Nightwatch provides spiritual care and hope for the community at night, compassionate
relief and shelter for homeless men, women, and families, low-cost housing and support services for
seniors and the disabled, and education and encouragement for others to respond to the needs of the
less fortunate. Operation Nightwatch relies on monthly gifts to keep the doors open and the lights on.
Thank you for your ongoing generosity to our | CARE recipients.

Many Ways to Continue to Help in this New Year!

Folks at Ballard First Lutheran have been filling the "Blue and Red Bins" with items for the Compass
Center. Donations have included towels, twin bed sheets, pillowcases, soap, shampoo, deodorant, and
twin blade razors. These items are very much appreciated, so please keep them coming.

The Ballard Food Bank receives a lot of needed canned goods from the Ballard First Lutheran
congregation. Non-perishable goods are appreciated and can be placed in the Food Bin in the narthex.

Coffee, cocoa, tea, nuts, and chocolate (mini-bars and regular bars) are always available in Haavik
Hall after worship services on Sunday. These are fair trade items ordered through Equal Exchange,
with all of the proceeds from our orders going to Lutheran World Relief. Every day in 35 countries, LWR
works to combat the causes of poverty and the dignity it robs from people’s lives. LWR works with
partners to help people grow food, improve health, strengthen communities, end conflict, build
livelihoods, and recover from disasters. All of this is done exclusively with people from the communities
being served. This helps LWR remain very efficient and effective, and helps people learn to help
themselves. Lutheran World Relief teaches people to better care for themselves, their communities, and
the environment. Thank you for your continued support.

Prison Ministry — A Mission Opportunity

Prison Ministry is one of the most challenging and rewarding ministries. BFL, along with Queen Anne
Lutheran Church, has been approached by Living Stones Prison Congregation, a ministry of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, (ELCA) to consider a partnership. Our partnership with Living
Stones would be forming a Re-Entry team to assist those who are coming out of prison make a healthy
transition.

On Thursday, January 7, at 7:00 P.M. an orientation meeting will be held at Queen Anne (8th &
McGraw) to explore the nuts-n-bolts of Re-Entry team ministry. A more thorough introduction to Re-
Entry ministry will be conducted in February for those who are seriously considering this important and
vital Christian ministry.

If you have ever had an interest in prison ministry or just want to find out what the challenges and
rewards of this kind of ministry are, you are encouraged to come to the January 7 meeting. Please let
Pastor Laurie know you are coming, or at least thinking about it at this time.

Service of Remembrance - The Compass Housing Alliance

A memorial service for homeless individuals who died during the year 2009 will be held on Friday,
January 8" at 4:30pm at The Church of Steadfast Love (77 S. Washington Street, under the viaduct).
Time will be taken to remember these individuals and their gifts to us as candles are lit and each
person’s name is read. Please call, send, fax, or email any names to be read and remembered: The
Compass Housing Alliance, 77 S. Washington Street, Seattle, 98104; 206-357-3112 (phone); 206-461-
7834 (fax); or email: kdaniels@compasscenter.org.
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January 24, 6:30-8:00pm, New Year’s Crown Hill Chill!

It's 2010! This means it's the first Chill of the new decade! How awesome is that? This means that
every game and activity during this chill will be completely new! Billy puts his “never before seen”
stamp all over this one! So make sure you get to this one, and bring your friends, because it's going
to rock!

Location: The Den (1501 NW 90 ™ St) Cost: Free

MIDDLE SCHOOL EVENT

HIGH SCHOOL EVENTS

January 10, 6:30-8:00pm, Dinner Theater Auditions/Read Through!

Are we serious about the time for Dinner Theater already being upon us? Yes we are! LYONS
biggest event is at hand again, and we need you! If you are in high school you have a spot in Dinner
Theater! There are spots for on stage and off backstage so everyone is welcome and encouraged
to be a part of this production! Dinner Theater is always a lot of fun, and helps pay the way for

the summer trip. So come out, read a bit, or tell us what you want to do this year!

Location: The Den (1501 NW 90 ™ St) Cost: Free

January 24, 6:30-8:00pm, Dinner Theater Practice!
See above for description.
Location: The Den (1501 NW 90 ™ St) Cost: Free

ALL YOUTH EVENTS

Tuesdays, January 5, 12, 19, and 26 . 7pm-8pm Guitar Night
Larry’s Guitar Class is back from break and ready to rock! Guitar class is open to anyone who wants
to play. No experience needed! So if you are Eddie Van Halen, or if you have no idea what a six
string is—you are welcome!

Location: LYONS Den (1501 NW 90 " St.) Cost: Free !

January 31, Time and location TBA, Punch the Pass!

Our first two Punch the Pass events were awesome! The church and servant event are still being
worked out, so stay tuned to your church bulletins, LYONS emails and facebook, as well as the
LYONS website for more details. This will be your opportunity to get your 3 "d pbunch!
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FROM OUR CHILDCARE DIRECTOR

We enjoyed our annual Christmas Program once again, and if it were up to me, itwould win about 70 Grammy Aw
Performing Actors! And at least one for Best Song, because one of the three year olds grabbed the microphone all for
started swaying it back and forth while dancing (in perfect Elvis form) and singing Feliz Navidad! I'm not sure his teacher
but the audience certainly was :) And the Rain Forest Room, under the direction of Ms. Bridget, had practiced so much
pivoted with a "left face!" and peeled perfectly off the stage in uniform style...very cute!

| actually liked having the program in the church basement this year. It was a less formal, more relaxed atmospher
allowed folks to express their appreciation and support to the children as such that | don't think we would have seen in th
We don't have to have a broken furnace every year, but it might be worth considering holding it in the lower social hall a
people enjoy it more, with the higher stage for better viewing as well. Another plus was that we were closer to the cookie
too! Can you say sugar high?! All in all it was a delightful event, that showed proof of all of the effort that everyone put i

for it. -

Let us celebrate our Savior’s birth, Ms. Karen and Staff

STEWARSHIP

CONNECTIONS:

Connecting -
Sunday to Monday
through Saturday

hsaL

This is the time of the year when we traditionally look
ahead to the new year and resolve to change some thing—
or things—about who we are and how we live.

The first month of a new year also provides us an
opportunity to look back and see where we have been. A
money autobiography is a great tool to chronicle our
relationship with our financial means. Writing a money
autobiography tells our personal story of how we’ve lived
with and around money over the course of our lives.

Why is a money autobiography important? In his
earthly ministry, Jesus talked about money more than
anything except love. Spending our time—and our
money—in a way that reflects Jesus’ priorities for our lives
is a worthwhile pursuit. Identifying the relationships within
our faith lives and our financial lives is a key benefit of a
money autobiography.

While looking back on your financial life, try to list three
major factors—positive and negative--that affect your
thoughts and feelings about money. Important factors may
include the family you grew up in, your friends, the media,
the church and even the Depression of the 1930’s.

Spend a few minutes evaluating a pattern of relying on
God for your well-being. In 2 Corinthians 9:8, St. Paul
writes that “God is able to make all grace abound to you,
so that in all things at all times, having all that you need,
you will abound in every good work.” A money
autobiography can help you see not only where this pattern
might be visible in your past, but also where God might
help you abound in the coming year.

Ann Maki

Derived from Reflection by Larry Wingard, Salt Seasonings,
January 2004.
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JANUARY 31, 2010

Once again it's time for the annual meeting of
the congregation! Join us in the Lower Social
Hall for a potluck luncheon immediately
following the 10:00 a.m. worship service on
Sunday, January 31°%. After feasting on the
delicious, mouth-watering delicacies of our
fabulous chefs and pastry bakers and enjoying
a mighty good old-fashioned Lutheran-style
Potluck we’ll get right down to business! All are
invited to join us as we celebrate the mission
and ministry of Ballard First during 2009 and as
we look forward to the opportunities and
challenges before us in 2010. Don’t forget to
bring your favorite Lutheran-style Potluck hot-
dish or casserole or a favorite dessert to share.
Or, dust off your old jell-o mold, but don’t forget
to add some fruit for a nice contrasting color.
Drinks (such as coffee, of course) and table
service will be provided.

to council

Also, a reminder officers and
committee chairs to get their annual reports in
to Renee in the church office by Wednesday,
January 20". These can be emailed to:
office@bflcs.org.



OUR L/FE TOGETHER

Un - Decorating Party
Make plans to stay after the 10:00am worship service on Sunday, January 3™ to help remove the
Christmas tree and put away other decorations. Many hands will make the job much easier and faster.

Christmas Fellowship “Potluck” Dinner Celebration!

Mark your calendars for a Ballard First Lutheran celebration of Christmas carols, food, fellowship, and
laughter. This annual potluck dinner of “singing for/after your supper” will be held at the home of Marcia
Nelson (2649 NW 96"/ 206-783-9895) on the tenth day of Christmas, Sunday, January 3", beginning at
4:00pm. Bring a dish to share and your singing voices. All are welcome!

Mid-week Bible Study and Brown Bag Lunch

Our Bible study on the Pastoral Letters of St. Paul, based on Tom Wright's Paul for Everyone, will resume
each Wednesday from noon to 1:30 p.m. in Haavik Hall beginning January 6". Participants are invited to
bring a sack lunch as we share a meal together and immerse ourselves in God’s Word

MISSION PROJECTS: BACK AT WORK!

Ladies, it is time to look for your quilting needle as our first winter mission projects sewing day is Thursday,
January 7" at 10:00am in the Lower Social Hall. We can always use more hands! Remember — no
previous experience is required. Making our quilts is a fast hands-on project and we make it fun! All of our
work makes such a worthwhile contribution to world needs. Bring a sack lunch — good coffee is always
provided.

Cotton or cotton polyester blend fabric for quilts is always appreciated. Also, any size sheets, print or solid
color (except white) can be used. We can also use old electric blankets. When they are ripped apart, each
one provides quite a bit of quilt filler

BFL Movie Night

The world famous BFL Movie Night returns Sunday evening, January 24" at 6:30 p.m. in Haavik Hall. We
will be watching “Sunshine Cleaning.” The movie is about two sisters who start a business cleaning up
after particularly messy crime scenes. It stars the two wonderful actresses Amy Adams (“Doubt” and
“‘Enchanted”) and Emily Blunt (“The Devil Wears Prada”). Please join us for a great night of entertainment
and lively discussion. For questions or details, contact Tom Tocher at 206-527-0369 or emalil
tocher@juno.com.

January BFL Hiking Club News

The BFL hiking club is tentatively planning a January hike / snowshoe for Saturday, January 16™. If
conditions are good, we'll head up to the Denny Creek / Franklin Falls area near Snoqualmie Pass. Plan to
meet at the church at 9am, bring snowshoes, lunch/water and appropriate clothing. Please RSVP to Ryan
Haugo at 206.930.6970.

Ballard First Lutheran Book Club

The BFL book club will meet on Monday, January 18™ at 7pm in the church office building. We will be
discussing the book, "School of Essential Ingredients" by Erika Bauermeister. “School of Essential
Ingredients” follows the lives of eight students who gather in Lillian’s Restaurant every Monday night for
cooking class. Bauermeister creates a captivating world where the pleasures and particulars of
sophisticated food come to mean much more than simple epicurean indulgence. We will also be meeting
Monday, February 22" for "A Passion for Nature: The Life of John Muir" by Donald Worster. All are
welcome.
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OUR L/FE TOGETHER

Luther College Nordic Choir to be in Seattle

Luther College Nordic Choir, one of the top college choirs in the nation, will present a concert at 5:00 p.m.
on Sunday, January 17, 2010 at Saint Mark's Episcopal Cathedral, 1245 Tenth Avenue East, Seattle,
Wash. Conducted by Dr. Craig Arnold, the choir will perform sacred choral works, including selections
from Fritschel, Gjeilo, Schumann, Paulus, Christiansen, Vaughan Williams, and Courtney. Ticket prices
are $18 for adults and $8 for students. If you are interested in purchasing tickets, please call the
church office or visit www.luthertickets.com or call 1-800-4 LUTHER.

OVERNIGHT HOSTS ARE NEEDED FOR MEMBERS OF THE LUTHER COLLEGE NORDIC CHOIR
who will be on tour in Seattle the evening of Sunday, January 17™. If you are interested and would be
able to help, please contact Mary Kay Hilmoe at 206-367-3189 or the church office at 206-784-1306.

Holden Village Summer Trip Plans Now Underway

Interested in going to Holden Village this summer with others from BFL? If so, contact Lori Cleaves
(Ircleaves@comcast.net/206-285-9084) or let the church office know you'’d like more information. Specific
dates for a BFL week at Holden are still up in the air, so be sure to check your personal calendars ASAP
and let Lori know your top three choices of when you'd prefer to go to Holden. Typical stays are one
week, but you can also register for shorter or longer stays. All ages are welcome. You can also check out
Holden’s website at holdenvillage.org for additional information.

Lutheran Alliance To Create Housing (LATCH) and The Compass Center Merge

As of January 1, 2010, LATCH and The Compass Center will begin operating as a new non-profit
organization, under the name Compass Housing Alliance (CHA). Rick Friedhoff, the current director of
The Compass Center, will serve as the Executive Director of CHA. Compass Housing Alliance will be
governed by a newly formed, independent board. The board will include some people who are currently
serving on boards of either LATCH or The Compass Center.

The role of the member congregations will remain the same for CHA as it has been for LATCH. The
role of church liaisons will remain the same as well. The liaisons will continue to vote in the Board of
Directors and will remain a communication link between the member congregations and CHA. The
Compass Housing Alliance will have two administrative sites: one at 77 Washington, where The Compass
Center is currently located, and one at the Crown Lutheran property, where LATCH currently resides.
This merger unites two important ministries in the Puget Sound area, which together will provide a
continuum of services to low income people. Both agencies have always shared a strong Lutheran
heritage and a common objective — to provide housing and services to those in need while promoting the
values of dignity, mutual respect, and self-determination. Compass Housing Alliance will work to provide a
more efficient and complete spectrum of housing and other services.

save the date>>> save the date <<<save the date

Faith Advocacy Day

Tuesday, February 16, 2010
8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

At the State Capitol in Olympia
Begin the day at United Churches in Olympia.
Move to the State Capitol for lunch and legislative meetings.
Meet your legislators and voice your concerns.
For more information, contact one of the primary sponsors:

Washington Association of Churcheq206) 625-9790utheran Public Policy Office (206) 464-4133, and
Church Council of Greater Seattl€206) 525-1213
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FINANC/AL H/ISTORY REPORT

November 2009 Financial Report
General Fund
November November Year To Date Year ToDate  Year To Date
Actual Budget Actual Budget Variance

Envelope/
Loose Giving $21,475.50  $25,278.59 $225,597.60 $278,064.49 ($52,466.89)
Other Income $6,298.90 $8,211.67 $82,800.12 $92,653.37 ($9,853.25)
Total Income $27,774.40  $33,490.26 $308,397.72 $370,717.86 ($62,320.14)
Expenses $30,369.01 $40,205.21 $408,598.55 $458,348.31 ($49,749.76)
Surplus / (Loss) ($2,594.61) ($6,714.95) ($100,200.83) ($87,630.45) ($12,570.38)
Cash Balance $33,215.00
This report shows income and expenses for both the current month and year-to-date. In addition, the
last column shows the variance (actual vs. budget). We are also reporting our current general fund
balance. We hope this helps you to better understand our overall financial situation. If you have any
questions or feedback, please contact: your Finance Committee members...

In November, these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission and ministry budget
became Christ’s hands and feet in the world: provided Thanksgiving baskets to families through the
Ballard Food Bank, hosted weekly text study for area pastors, held inquiry classes, hosted New Member
Sunday, provided our van and drivers for the Ballard Homeless Ministry, hosted a Thanksgiving Eve
service, held intergenerational block classes, hosted the 10™ annual Turkey Trot for World Hunger, led a
noontime Bible study, held monthly BFL Book Club, sewed quilts for Lutheran World Relief

Capital Campaign 1I Update June 2009 $4,315 $267,104
July 2009 $4,840 $263,684
November —2009 August 2009 $4,985 $260,098
September 2009 $2,535 $258,894
Total Loan Balance as of 1/1/2009  $282,847 October 2009 $2,535  $257,735
November 2009 $7,280 $251,779
Monthly . . I .

Month Year Giving Loan Balance The Ca;')|tal Campaign contributions recelved.fc.)r the
October's payment were $3,175. The minimum
payment of $2,535 was paid on the loan for October.

January 2009 $4,498 $279.,852 Thank you for your continuous generous giving.

February 2009 $3,005 $278,189
March 2009 $5,377 $274,289
April 2009 $3,430 $272,267
May 2009 $3,682 $270,032
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Sunday Morning Worship Schedule
9:00am Sunday School 10:00am Worship

Coffee Hour Fellowship following the 10:00am Service

Nursery care available throughout the morning

Specials Event in January

Christmas Fellowship Potluck Dinner
Sunday, January 3" — 4:00pm (Marcia Nelson’s home)

BFL Movie Night
Sunday, January 24™ - 6:30pm (Haavik Hall)

Annual Meeting and Potluck
Sunday, January 31° (following the 10:00am Worship Service)
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