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Ballard Blessings
Following the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, we at Ballard First Lutheran affirm the dignity and worth of all people.  We believe God calls 
us to be a community of grace, compassion, and justice.  With St. Paul, we affirm that, in Christ, “There is no longer Jew or Gentile, there is 
no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all are one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal. 3:28)  We believe that the Gospel, that is, 
the good news of Jesus Christ, is God’s gift for all people.  Furthermore, we believe that this gift is to be shared unconditionally, without 
regard to age, race, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, socioeconomic or family status, or physical or mental ability.                
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
“It’s beginning to feel a lot like Christmas…”

     Yes, that’s right, I intentionally used the word: “feel,” and not: “look”.  And 
why yes, to be liturgically-correct, it is also correct that as this issue of the 
Ballard Blessings makes its way to your mailbox we are just beginning the 
Season of Advent, a season of preparation and waiting, a season of anticipation 
and hope. It’s not Christmas yet, not yet anyway.  But: it truly is beginning to feel
a lot like Christmas around here!  
     As most of you know, for the past several weeks we’ve been trying to resolve 
the matter of the furnace from which heat radiates and warms a room as large as a 
sanctuary.  Your pastors have been wondering and worrying whether we’ll be 
able to figure out a way to heat the sanctuary for our Christmas Eve services or 
whether we’ll have to celebrate the birth of the Christ-child in our ever-so-
humble, make-shift “basement church.”  While that wouldn’t necessarily be such 
a bad thing—after all, Jesus was born in a barn—it would be difficult to 
accommodate the numbers of worshippers we anticipate each year in a room that 
comfortably seats around 150 and technically only holds around 220, at least 
according to fire code.  But: thanks to the efforts of a handful of folks faithfully 
working behind the scenes, we now have a plan for an alternative heating system 
for our Christmas Eve services—which will be held in our Sanctuary at 5 p.m. 
(Manger) & 11 p.m. (Candlelight & Communion).  
     But: that’s only part of the reason I wrote: “It’s beginning to feel a lot like 
Christmas…” There has also been an amazing outpouring of special gifts 
earmarked for our soon-to-be new (and improved) energy efficient furnace 
system!  While precise numbers aren’t fully known, it looks a lot like final costs 
will not be quite as much as was originally expected. In turn, that means the 
congregation will not have to take nearly as much money from the Endowment 
Fund as was originally thought.  
     All this is to say that we can—and should—return our focus more clearly than 
ever on the mission to which we are called: Proclaiming God’s saving and 
redeeming light to this dark world. At Christmas we gather in the warmth and 
glow of the light of Christ.  In the meantime, Christmas Eve aside, we’ll be 
worshipping in “basement church” a while longer.  Perhaps that will help prepare 
us to receive the true gift of Christmas during this, and all seasons, as we 
celebrate Christ’s coming among us—then, now, and forevermore!   I hope you’ll 
agree: “It’s beginning to feel a lot like Christmas…” Won’t you celebrate Christ’s 
coming among us?  

In Christ’s Abiding Love,
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PASTORAL ACTS FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER
PRAYER CONCERNS AND 

New Members Received

Lori Cleaves; Cam and Rosie Hardy; Jill and Scott Jacobson; Leotagail Kramer

PRAYER CONCERNS AND THANKSGIVINGS 
The following people were in our prayers during the month of November:

Lucy Benish (surgery)
Cindy Briest (health concerns)
Zach Dahmen (friend of Maren Haynes, cancer has 
been diagnosed)
Lori Elken (friend of Dianne Dillon, hospitalized)
David Folkins (cancer)
Barbra Grimm (cancer surgery)
Tony Hovey (friend of Nancy Kirkland, heart 
concerns)
Dave Jones (brother of Pastor Laurie, cancer)
Rosemarie Lombardi (grandmother of Chiara and 
Cecilia Lombardi, terminal pancreatic cancer)
Marilyn Manzlak (in hospice care)

Please call the church office monthly to update the 
prayer concerns.  Having received your reminder, we 
will gladly keep people on the list and continue our 
prayers for them.

Donna Miller (friend of Sylvia Vikingstad, 
diagnosed with lung cancer)
Shirley Monson (recovering from hip surgery)
Ira Poole (nephew of Robyn Middleton, Ira died 
this past month)
Katie Ritter (friend of Kristie Zahnow, diagnosed 
with cancer)
Hans Viken (recovering from brain surgery)
Lisa and Brett Willoughby (daughter and son-
in-law of Marv Hanson, in thanksgiving for the 
birth of their son, Brayden)
Dave Wood (friend of Kim Peterson, recovering 
from surgery)
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DECEMBER SERVANT LEADERS

Acolytes
December 6 Ian Svasand and Maddy Barnes
December 13 Max Deckman and Devon Espy
December 20 Maddy Barnes and Henrik Weiberg
December 27 Sophia Ingham and Kai Farrar  

Altar Care 
Month of December TEAMS WILL ROTATE.

Assisting Minister
December 6 and 13 Mary Kay Hilmoe
December 20 and 27 Dale Pederson

Worship Leaders for 
Christmas Services TBD

     
                             

Communion Assistants
December 6 Kathy Johnson and Nick Host
December 13 Jerry and Joanne Shierk
December 20 Natalie McGibbon and Kendall Wall
December 27 Gunbjorg Ladstein and Marcia Nelson 

Counters
December 6 Wanda Freeman and Ramona Leer
December 13 Karen and Malcolm Unseth, Tina Aure
December 20 Laurie and Terry McGibbon, Ellen and Geoff Wall
December 27 Bernice Chouery, Jamie Fera, Julie Weisenburger

Greeters Lectors
                          Dec. 6   Kim and Joan Peterson Dec. 6 Chris Bloomquist
                          Dec. 13   The LaFave Family Dec. 13 Marcia Lofthus
                          Dec. 20 Farid and Bernice Chouery Dec. 20 Lance Herberg
                          Dec. 27 Steve Dreher and Gayle Solberg     Dec. 27 Scott Ingham

Ushers
December 6 Gunbjorg Ladstein, Marcia Nelson, Dave Hilmoe
December 13 Kim Peterson and Sylvia Vikingstad
December 20 Gaile Moe and Dave Craig
December 27 Doug Lange and Jerry Shierk
    

Van Drivers
December 6  Kim Peterson
December 13  Tina Aure
December 20  Ray Gooch
December 27  Dave Hilmoe
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BEYOND OUR CONGREGATION

I CARE For December 
     The December I CARE offering will be taken on Sunday, December 27th and the recipient will be the 
Ballard Food Bank.  The mission of this non-profit community service is to fight hunger by gathering, 
organizing, and distributing food and resources to the families and people in need.
     Food and personal items are always needed at the Ballard Food Bank. Items donated will be given 
directly to the food bank, and will be distributed to more than 1,100 individuals in Ballard who are in 
need.  There is a permanent bin set up in the narthex to accept your donated items which are then
delivered to the food bank. Some suggested items include: cans of soup, vegetables, fruit, chili, milk, 
and tuna fish; boxes of cereal, crackers, jello, macaroni & cheese, and pudding; baby food, tea, coffee, 
juice, peanut butter, as well as personal toiletries such as combs, deodorant, razors, toothbrushes and 
toothpaste, shampoo, and soap.  Thank you for your generosity on December 27th, as the need for 
assistance keeps growing.

Christmas Trees to Benefit Others
As you go in search of your perfect Christmas tree this year, there is an organization in our 
neighborhood selling trees with the proceeds going to serve the needs of others. St. John the Evangelist 
Catholic Church (121 N. 80th Street) is selling Christmas trees to benefit Noel House, a shelter for 
homeless women.  The sale is in the church parking lot on Saturday, December 5th from 9am – 7pm and 
on Sunday, December 6th from 9am – 5pm.    

Christmas Fair Trade Baskets
On December 13th and December 20th, during coffee hour in Haavik Hall, the Service Committee will 
again sponsor an Equal Exchange Fair.  We will have extra baskets for you to fill with coffee, many 
varieties of tea, cocoa, chocolate bars (white, milk, and dark), dried cranberries and almonds.  We will 
have someone wrap the baskets for you.  These items make wonderful gifts for the holidays and your 
purchase will help small farmers at the same time.

Advent Giving Tree to Benefit LATCH
This holiday season we are again sponsoring three families from Northlake Grove Cooperative – a part 
of LATCH (Lutheran Alliance to Create Housing).  Beginning with the first Sunday in Advent, November 
29th, there will be a Christmas tree in the worship space with ornaments containing the wishes of these 
families.  Please take one or more ornaments and bring the gifts back no later than Sunday December 
13th, with the ornament firmly attached to the gift. They are to be UNWRAPPED this year, although you 
might include wrapping paper and ribbon as an additional donation. Please include gift receipts, if 
possible, for items purchased.  If you purchase a gift card, please note the amount on an envelope and 
put in a larger bag so that the card is not misplaced.  If you have any questions feel free to contact Sue 
Haugen at 206-782-7729.  Thanks so much for your generosity in bringing joy to those in need. For 
more information about LATCH, go to their website at: http://www.latch.org. 

Decorating for the Christmas Season
All are invited to join us on Saturday, December 5th, beginning at 9:00am for the annual “Hanging of the 
Greens!”  We will beautify our worship space and grounds for the coming season.  Many hands will 
make the work go much faster!
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      MIDDLE SCHOOL EVENT

December 6th: 6:30pm-8:00pm                                    Reindeer Games Chill!
All of the other reindeer used to laugh and call him names; they never let poor Rudolph join in any reindeer games.  
But we’re inviting all of YOU (and Rudolph, too, if he’s interested) to come and join in all kinds of REINDEER 
GAMES at this special Christmas chill!
Location: LYONS Den (1501 NW 90th Street)                      Cost: Free

HIGH SCHOOL EVENT

December 6th: 6:30pm-8:00pm                                                      Sweater S.W.E.E.T.N.E.S.S.
‘Tis the season to be sweet, and nothing’s sweeter than a sweater, except for maybe a HIDEOUSLY UGLY 
CHRISTMAS SWEATER.  Come dressed in your favorite (or worst) Christmas sweater (if you get inspired, visit 
buyuglysweaters.com) and join us for a SWEETNESS made extra sweet with holiday cheer.  Or possibly just with 
hot cocoa.  Same thing.
Location: LYONS Den (1501 NW 90th Street)                               Cost: Free

ALL YOUTH EVENTS

Tuesdays, December 1, 8, and 15: 7pm-8pm                                                            Guitar Night
Why play Guitar Hero when you can actually play a real guitar? Come hang out at the Den and practice your 
guitar skills -- even if you've never picked one up before! Both high school and middle school youth are invited, 
so come and jam! 
Location: LYONS Den (1501 NW 90th St.)                                                              Cost: Free!

December 13th: 2:00pm-4:00pm                                                  Punch the Pass Service Event
It’s the season of giving, so come and give a little and earn another punch (and more perks!) on your pass.  We’ll 
be Christmas caroling at the Foss Home and there will be CHRISTMAS COOKIES!  See you there!
Location: Luther Memorial Lutheran Church (13047 Greenwood Ave N.)               Cost: Free

OTHER LYONS EVENTS

On December 12th, LYONS guitar class members and other LYONS youth will be a part of the Phinney Ridge 
Gospel Choir’s annual Christmas concert.  Watch roaringlyons.org for more details.

Our annual LYONS alumni Christmas event will be held on December 19th.  Save the date and check 
roaringlyons.org for more details.  Can’t wait to see you there!

LYONS
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FROM OUR CHILDCARE DIRECTOR 
     Our annual Christmas Program will be held on Friday, December 18th at 6 p.m. in the Lower Social Hall.  It's fun to hear the 
children practicing in their classrooms for that evening. �-  Thanks to Pastor Laurie who is helping me with my first attempt at a 
computer slide show this year, as I am using my digital camera instead of film.  We've done a "trial run", so I think it will turn out just 
fine!   With digital it will mean less running back and forth to the camera store (that isn't even there anymore!) to have slides 
developed.  The program usually brings out quite a crowd, so feel free to come and enjoy the evening as well, if you'd like. �-   

     We are looking forward to our cook returning at the end of November.  She has been out recovering from two surgeries -one 
planned and the other not!  She has been gone since September 9th, so I guess you would say that I'M really the one who's 
looking forward to her coming back the most!  One of our staff member's mom has been filling in with my help from Tuesday 
through Thursday, and Gwen Dutton, who has been at the Center for many years, has helped out some Mondays and Fridays.
And I also have to say that I won't miss buying the carload of groceries every weekend!  Prayers are appreciated for Nikki's full 
recovery, �-    Thank you!

Season's Greetings,   Ms. Karen & Staff

Stewardship 
Connections

Connecting 
Sunday to Monday 
through Saturday

     There was a book in my Christmas decoration box that I 
pulled out at this time of year to remind me to keep the 
holiday season focused.   In addition to a lot of tips on 
simplifying the shopping, entertaining and gift-giving, there is
a quick exercise to help decide what parts of the holiday 
deserve your efforts.  I invite you to take a few minutes and 
complete the exercise.  The results may just surprise you.
     Of the following ten statements, cross off any that are not 
important to you.  Decide which one of the remaining 
statements is most important.  Then rank the rest of them in 
order of importance.  When you’re done, you should have a 
good idea of what you really want to do this season.
Christmas is a time to be a peacemaker, within my family and 
the world at large.
Christmas is a time to enjoy being with my immediate family.
Christmas is a time to create a beautiful home environment.
Christmas is a time to celebrate the birth of Christ.
Christmas is a time to exchange gifts with my family and 
friends.
Christmas is a time for parties, entertaining and visits with 
friends.
Christmas is a time to help those who are less fortunate.
Christmas is a time to strengthen bonds with my relatives.
Christmas is a time to strengthen my church community.
Christmas is a time to take a few days off from work and have 
a good time.
The source of this exercise is Unplug the Christmas Machine: 
How to Have the Christmas You’ve Always Wanted by Jo 
Robinson and Jean Coppock Staeheli, 1982. 
May you have a blessed Advent and Christmas,     Ann Maki

Compass Center Holiday Gift Drive
     Once again, the holiday season is 
approaching and the Compass Center is 
preparing for the arrival of winter and the return 
of the annual Christmas Gift Drive.  Each year, 
this holiday project helps to provide more than 
500 homeless individuals in Seattle with gifts for 
the holidays.  This represents a very special 
and concrete way that we can help provide a bit 
of relief from the struggles of poverty and 
homelessness.
     By donating gifts of new clothing and gift 
certificates, you can impact the lives of 
homeless and low income people in our 
community and help make Christmas a time of 
happiness for the clients of the Compass 
Center.  The top gift ideas are:

�™ $5 gift cards to Starbucks, McDonalds, 
and Grocery Stores

�™ new men’s and women’s sweatshirts
�™ backpacks or duffle bags
�™ new men’s and women’s socks
�™ Go Green!  Cash donations are the best 

way for us to provide support and 
essential items to those we serve all year 
long

     Unless otherwise arranged, gifts can be 
brought to our administrative offices at 77 S. 
Washington Street, Seattle, WA, 98104.  Please 
deliver all gift items by Friday, December 18th.  
To learn more about this year’s gift drive, please 
contact Andrea Steele at 206-357-3138.  To 
provide a holiday meal, please call Kristi Weber 
at 206-357-3108.  Thank you for helping us to 
make this Christmas season a joyful time for our 
clients.
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CELEBRATE ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS  
Come & Celebrate Advent - Soup Suppers & Mid-week Worship
Advent Soup Suppers will take place this year on three consecutive Wednesday evenings: December 2nd, 
9th, and 16th.  Dinner will be served informally between 6pm - 7pm, so you can come whenever you are 
able. For those unable to make it for soup, Holden Evening Prayer will begin promptly at 7pm. Take time 
from your hectic schedules to quiet your hearts and minds as we prepare for Christ’s coming. Bring a 
friend, neighbor, classmate, or coworker to experience this time of food, fellowship, and worship.  

Julefest
All are invited to “Julefest” on Sunday, December 6th, beginning at 7:00pm in the Lower Social Hall.  This
year’s event is a collaboration of the Scandinavian Language Institute and the BFL choir, celebrating
Advent and Christmas through food, song, tradition, and prayer.  Make your plans to attend! All are 
welcome!

WELCA in December 
All are welcome to join the WELCA members and friends for the annual Christmas party which is planned 
for Thursday, December 10th in Haavik Hall beginning at 1:00pm.  Make your plans to be present for a 
festive afternoon of desserts, carols, and social time with friends.  If you need transportation, please call 
the church office by Wednesday, December 9th.

Poinsettias for Christmas
This Christmas, we will be purchasing poinsettias to adorn our worship space.  If you would like to 
purchase one in memory of or in thanksgiving for someone, please contact the church office.  A list with the 
names of those contributing and those being commemorated will be included in the Christmas worship 
bulletin.  The suggested donation is $10.00 and the deadline is Tuesday, December 22nd.

Christmas Eve: Is Bell Choir For You?
TWO BELL CHOIRS are forming for Christmas Eve worship!  A children’s bell choir for ages 10 and up will ring 
out at the 5pm manger service.  What is required? Simply attend both of the rehearsals on Sunday, December 
20th, immediately after worship and on Wednesday, December 23rd, at 3:00pm.  An adult bell choir will participate in 
the 11pm candlelight service.  What is required?  Simply attend both of the rehearsals on Thursday, December 
17th, at 6:00pm and Sunday, December 20th, at 2:00pm.

                                                                                 
A Caroling We Will Go!
It has become an Advent tradition to bring the gift of music and fellowship to the homebound members of 
our faith community during a Sunday in December. This year, our annual Christmas Caroling Party will be 
held on Sunday, December 13th, beginning at 4:00pm.  We will meet in Haavik Hall before 
traveling the streets of Ballard, bringing the gift of song to the thoroughfares of our community.  We will 
return to the church for a chili supper.  Please make your plans to join us and sign up on the bulletin board 
in Haavik Hall if you are willing to bring a pot of chili or a plate of cookies to share.

Christmas Fellowship “Potluck” Dinner Celebration!
Mark your calendars for a Ballard First Lutheran celebration of carols, food, fellowship, and laughter.  This 
annual potluck dinner of “singing for/after your supper” will be held at the home of Marcia Nelson (2649 NW 
96th/ 206-783-9895) on the tenth day of Christmas, Sunday, January 3rd, beginning at 4:00pm.  
Bring a dish to share and your singing voices.  All are welcome!  
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER

IMPORTANT: Please note a change to our Christmas Worship Schedule
This year, due to the challenges of heating the sanctuary, we will NOT have our traditional 
Norwegian/English worship service on the morning of December 25th. Please make plans to attend 
the 5 o’clock Manger service or the 11 o’clock Candlelight service on Christmas Eve to celebrate our 
dear Savior’s birth.

Mid-week Bible Study On Hiatus until 2010
Our Bible study on the Pastoral Letters of St. Paul, based on Tom Wright’s Paul for Everyone, will 
take a break during the Advent and Christmas seasons.  We will resume again on Wednesday, 
January 6th at 12pm in Haavik Hall.  New members are always welcome.  Bring a sack lunch and join 
us!

Luther College Nordic Choir to be in Seattle
Luther College Nordic Choir, one of the top college choirs in the nation, will present a concert at 5:00 
p.m. on Sunday, January 17, 2010 at Saint Mark's Episcopal Cathedral, 1245 Tenth Avenue East, 
Seattle, Wash. Conducted by Dr. Craig Arnold, the choir will perform sacred choral works, including 
selections from Fritschel, Gjeilo, Schumann, Paulus, Christiansen, Vaughan Williams, and Courtney. 
Ticket prices are $18 for adults and $8 for students.  If you are interested in purchasing tickets, visit 
www.luthertickets.com or call 1-800-4 LUTHER.

OVERNIGHT HOSTS ARE NEEDED FOR MEMBERS OF THE LUTHER COLLEGE NORDIC 
CHOIR who will be on tour in Seattle the evening of Sunday, January 17th.  If you are interested and 
would be able to help, please contact Mary Kay Hilmoe at 206-367-3189 or the church office at 206-
784-1306.

Happy Hour Concert
Gethsemane Lutheran Church (911 Stewart St.) in downtown Seattle will offer the second in a series 
of Happy Hour Concerts on Wednesday, December 2 at 5:15 p.m. This concert will feature one of J. 
S. Bach's most famous secular cantatas entitled The Coffee Cantata and promises to continue the 
tradition of presenting classical music that is of high quality and lighter in nature.  A variety of hors 
d’oeuvres and beverages will be served at 5:00 p.m.

Ballard First Lutheran Book Club
The Monday, November 16th BFL book club meeting was cancelled on short notice. 
Our apologies if you came and found only a dark office building.  The BFL book club will not meet in 
December, but will meet on Monday, January 18th at 7pm in the church office building.  We will be 
discussing the book, "School of Essential Ingredients" by Erika Bauermeister. “School of Essential 
Ingredients” follows the lives of eight students who gather in Lillian’s Restaurant every Monday night 
for cooking class. Bauermeister creates a captivating world where the pleasures and particulars of 
sophisticated food come to mean much more than simple epicurean indulgence.  We will also be 
meeting Monday, February 22nd for "A Passion for Nature: The Life of John Muir" by Donald Worster. 
All are welcome.

Ballard First Lutheran to Holden Village in 2010
Plans are underway to bring a group from Ballard First Lutheran Church to Holden Village, the 
popular Lutheran retreat center in the Cascade Mountains, in the summer of 2010. Holden has much 
to offer people of all ages. Interested? Plan now to attend a preliminary, informational meeting after 
worship on Sunday, December 13.
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FINANCIAL HISTORY REPORT                 

October 2009 Financial Report
General Fund

October
Actual

October
Budget

Year To Date 
Actual

Year To Date 
Budget

 Year To Date 
Variance

Envelope/
Loose Giving $17,897.17 $25,278.59 $204,122.10 $252,785.90 ($48,663.80)

Other Income $4,327.75 $8,211.67 $76,501.22 $84,441.70 ($7,940.48)

Total Income $22,224.92 $33,490.26 $280,623.32 $337,227.60 ($56,604.28)

Expenses $38,494.76 $40,555.21 $378,122.42 $418,143.10 ($40,020.68)

Surplus / (Loss) ($16,269.84) ($7,064.95) ($97,499.10) ($80,915.50) ($16,583.60)

Cash Balance $34,062.00

This report shows income and expenses for both the current month and year-to-date.  In addition, the 
last column shows the variance (actual vs. budget).  We are also reporting our current general fund 
balance.  We hope this helps you to better understand our overall financial situation.  If you have any 
questions or feedback, please contact: your Finance Committee members...

In October, these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission and ministry budget became 
Christ’s hands and feet in the world: led confirmation retreat, hosted area pastors’ text study, held weekly 
noontime Bible study, led Sunday school classes and intergenerational block classes, hosted BFL Book 
Club, participated in the annual Blessing of the Pets, financially supported El Camino de Emaus, sewed 
quilts for Lutheran World Relief, provided space for Earth Ministry Colleague Consultation, used church 
van for Ballard Ecumenical Ministry, participated in Fall Clean-Up, provided space for Ballard Little 
League.

Capital Campaign II Update

October – 2009

Total Loan Balance as of 1/1/2009
    
$282,847

Month Year
Monthly 
Giving Loan Balance

January 2009 $4,498 $279,852
February 2009 $3,005 $278,189
March 2009 $5,377 $274,289
April 2009 $3,430 $272,267
May 2009 $3,682 $270,032
June 2009 $4,315 $267,104

July 2009 $4,840 $263,684
August 2009 $4,985 $260,098

September 2009 $2,535 $258,894
October 2009 $2,535 $257,735

The Capital Campaign contributions received for the 
October's payment were $3,175. The minimum 
payment of $2,535 was paid on the loan for October.
Thank you for your continuous generous giving.

IMPORTANT REMINDER:

Faithful end-of-year giving will help us meet 
our financial commitments to our ministry 
partners and provide a strong start to the new 
year. 
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Sunday Morning Worship Schedule

                               9:00am Sunday School            10:00am Worship

Coffee Hour Fellowship following the 10:00am Service

Nursery care available throughout the morning

Advent Soup Suppers & Holden Evening Prayer
Wednesdays: Dec. 2, 9, 16

6-7pm Soup Supper  + + +  7pm Worship

Join us as we celebrate the
Birth of the Christ Child

Thursday, December 24 th – Christmas Eve Worship

Manger Service and Live Nativity at 5:00 p.m.
Candlelight Worship and Holy Communion at 11:00 p.m.


