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Ballard Blessings
Following the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, we at Ballard First Lutheran affirm the dignity and worth of all people.  We believe God 
calls us to be a community of grace, compassion, and justice.  With St. Paul, we affirm that, in Christ, “There is no longer Jew or Gentile, 
there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all are one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal. 3:28)  We believe that the Gospel, 
that is, the good news of Jesus Christ, is God’s gift for all people.  Furthermore, we believe that this gift is to be shared unconditionally, 
without regard to age, race, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, socioeconomic or family status, or physical or mental ability.                
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Our journey through another Lenten season is nearly over.  The holiest of weeks 
for Christians is fast approaching. Once again – from Maundy Thursday to 
Good Friday to the Easter Vigil – we will remember in great detail the night 
Jesus shared his final Passover meal with his disciples and the events that led to 
Jesus’ arrest, trial, crucifixion, death, and burial. 

This year, at our Good Friday service, we will be joined by our sisters and 
brothers in Christ from Grace Chinese Lutheran Church.  Our choirs will 
combine for the Tenebrae Cantata, where through sacred song and scripture we 
recall the words spoken by Jesus from the cross.

These three days will lead us once again to that empty tomb where we celebrate 
the triumphant and glorious resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
Our festival worship services on Easter Sunday will bring us together to rightly 
give God our praise and thanksgiving.  Once again our youth will serve 
breakfast between services. 

You’ll find details for all of these services on page 9 of the Ballard Blessings. 

On Wednesday April 15th, we’ll resume our noontime Bible Study on the Book 
of Acts using the commentary by Tom Wright.  Newcomers are always 
welcome to join us as we feast on God’s word and fellowship together.

Then, beginning Wednesday, April 22nd at 7 p.m. we’ll offer a five week 
evening class for those who are interested in learning more about our Christian 
faith, Lutheran traditions, and what it means to become a member of Ballard 
First Lutheran.  This class is designed especially for those who are new to the 
faith and for those who are considering membership whether by letter of transfer 
or affirmation of baptism, although as always, anyone who wants a “refresher” 
course in the basic tenets of the faith is more than welcome to attend.   

In Christ's Abiding Love,

Pastor Laurie



     Ballard Blessings April 2009- 2 -

PASTORAL ACTS IN THE MONTH OF MARCH

Memorial Service
Christian Ole Bredal

March 6, 2009

PRAYER CONCERNS AND THANKSGIVINGS

The following people were in our prayers during the month of March:

Gilla Bachellerie (cousin of Joan Peterson, facing 
medical problems)
Doris and Lyle Bergstrom (parents of Bergie, house 
and all its contents destroyed in a fire)
Richard Bridges (Synod Council member, health 
concerns)
Brandon Brinkley (health concerns)
Pastor Paul Cheung (diagnosed with cancer)
Ruth Crum (health concerns)
Bertha Davis (in rehabilitative care with a broken 
hip)
Sandy “Sam” Garvin (cancer)
Steve Goertz (friend of Ed and Laurie Egerdahl, for 
healing from cancer)
Anne Johnson (hospitalized)

Please call the church office monthly to update the 
prayer concerns.  Having received your reminder, we 
will gladly keep people on the list and continue our 
prayers for them.

Dave Jones (brother of Pastor Laurie, upcoming 
surgery)
Marilyn Leer (sister-in-law of Lisa and Robert 
Howard, diagnosed with ALS)
Marcia Lofthus (medical problems)
Marv Meidinger (son of Hulda, upcoming surgery)
Ira Poole (nephew of Robyn Middleton, kidney 
cancer)
Danielle Reagan (cousin of Alexis Chouery, 
cancer slowly progressing)
Alven Thorson (moved to Mission Health Care in 
Bellevue)
Malcolm Unseth (in rehabilitative care)
August Wright (daughter of Jodi and Brian 
Wright, friends of Karey Coble, diagnosed with 
leukemia)
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APRIL SERVANT LEADERS

Acolytes
April 5 (10:45) Henrik Weiberg and Ian Svasand; Crucifer: Rhys Hyatt
April 12 (8:30) TBA
April 12 (10:45) TBA
April 19 Natalie McGibbon and Maddy Barnes
April 26 Jerrica Newkirk and Rhys Hyatt

                                                  Altar Care
Month of April TEAMS WILL ROTATE

Assisting Minister Additional Servant Leaders                        
for Holy Week TBA

April 5 and 12
                          April 19 and 26

Mary Kay Hilmoe                      
Maren Haynes                                   

                             

Communion Assistants
April 5 Anders Weiberg and Nick Host
April 12  TBA
April 19 Griffin McGibbon and Kendall Wall
April 26 Jerry and Joann Shierk

Counters
April 5 Wanda Freeman, Bev Roach, Ramona Leer
April 12 Karen and Malcolm Unseth, Tina Aure
April 19 Laurie and Terry McGibbon, Ellen and Geoff Wall
April 26 Bernice Chouery, Jamie Fera, Julie Weisenburger

Greeters Lectors
                          April 5 (8:30) Steve Dreher & Gayle Solberg

(10:45)  TBA
April 5 Passion Readers

       TBA
                          April 12   (8:30) The Tocher Family April 12 (8:30) Tom Tocher

April 12 (10:45) Kim and Joan Peterson April 12 (10:45) Rick Barnes
April 19  Shirley Monson and Eileen Wohlwend April 19 Kristen Wilson Weiberg
April 26 Farid and Bernice Chouery April 26 Gunbjorg Ladstein 

                         

Ushers
April 5 Gunbjorg Ladstein, Marcia Nelson, Dave Hilmoe
April 12 Laurie Fladhus and Eric Green, Jennifer and John Schwartz
April 19 Gail Moe and Dave Craig
April 26 Kim Peterson, Sylvia Vikingstad, Grant Ranlett
  
Van Drivers
April 5 Alex Peterson
April 12  Dave Himoe
April 19 Kim Peterson
April 26 Ray Gooch
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REACHING OUT

BFL and Lutheran Volunteer Corps Hosts Michael Stern
Lutheran Volunteer Corps (LVC) is hosting a concert with singer/songwriter Michael Stern on 

Saturday, April 18th at 6:30pm at Ballard First Lutheran Church.  Stern is a composer, singer and storyteller 
whose performances combine original songs, spiritual content and humor.  He has performed throughout 
the country at folk festivals, religious retreats, schools, and churches on behalf of many non-profit groups, 
including both Habitat for Humanity and LVC. He plays guitar and banjo, and has released eight CD and 
tapes, including his most recent effort, “This Time - Another Side of Michael Stern.”

Lutheran Volunteers have worked in Tacoma and Seattle since 1996.  LVC has brought over 200 
volunteers to our area who have served in organizations such as Earth Ministry, Habitat for Humanity, 
Lutheran Peace Fellowship, Citizens for a Healthy Bay and El Centro de la Raza. Started in 1979, LVC 
offers individuals a year of living and working in service to others.  Volunteers commit to work for social 
justice, to live in intentional community, and to explore a simplified lifestyle. Make your plans to attend this 
concert and support the Lutheran Volunteer Corps.  The suggested donation is $10; $5 for seniors and 
students.  For more information, please call the Ballard First Lutheran Church office at 206-784-1306 or find 
LVC Seattle/Tacoma on Facebook. 

If anyone is willing to help provide refreshments for that night,
please contact: Rachel Wright at 206-523-1648 or email her at rachelwright72@gmail.com.

       

                                         

Lutheran Public Policy Office Annual Fundraising Dinner
For 25 years, the Lutheran Public Policy Office of Washington State has served as the advocacy 
ministry of the Lutheran Church.  We remain strongly committed to our mission of advocating justice for 
all of creation, particularly those who are impoverished and marginalized, by engaging the church, the 
legislature, and the wider community. We hope you will be able to join us on Sunday, April 26th, for our
6th Annual Fundraising Dinner and Auction at Campion Ballroom at Seattle University. This 
year’s theme is “Celebrating 25 Years of Advocacy,” and tickets to the event are $60.  For the past 6 
years LPPO’s fundraising dinner and auction has played a vital role in helping our ministry grow.  Our 
budget has nearly doubled since the annual fundraisers began, allowing us greater capacity to advocate 
to those in power.  Please contact the LPPO office with any questions or concerns (206.464.4133).
Thank you for your continued support. 

Ballard Host Families Needed for Japanese Students
Compass USA is looking for families in the Ballard area who are interested in hosting Japanese 
students this summer from July 14th through August 3rd.  Fifteen junior high school boys and girls from 
ages 12-15 are coming to our community from a private school in Japan to learn about our customs and 
culture by staying with Ballard area families.  During their stay, the students are involved in a program of 
classes and weekday field trips.  This is an excellent opportunity to introduce your family to a beautiful 
new experience that you won’t forget.  For more information, please call or email Kristen Ramirez at 
206-240-6015 or ktramirez@hotmail.com.  
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                APRIL HIGH SCHOOL EVENTS

Mark your calendars for LYONS Dinner Theatre, “LYONS Sunday School Musical.”  The shows are scheduled 
for April 24th – 26th and May 1st – 3rd.  Tickets will be available from LYONS Youth or Board members beginning 
on Sunday, April 5th.

Lutheran Youth of North Seattle
presents

Dinner Theatre 2009

LYONS Sunday School Musical
All shows at Ballard First Lutheran Church 

Ticket Prices:                                                              Show Dates and Times:
Friday and Saturday         Adults         $20            Friday, April 24th         6:00pm
 (Full Dinner Included)     Students      $10            Saturday, April 25th     6:00pm
                                         Seniors         $10            Sunday, April 26th       2:00pm

Sunday Shows               Adults           $12             Friday, May 1st           6:00pm
(Dessert and Coffee)       Students       $8               Saturday, May 2nd      6:00pm
                                         Seniors         $8               Sunday, Mary 3rd        2:00pm

All Shows:  Kids under 5 are free!

* High School Students interested in attending the Holden Village Youth Weekend on May 16th – 18th should 
contact the LYONS office.  Space is limited, so register and send your fees before April 27th.
LOCATION: Holden Village    COST: $75 ($50 non refundable deposit)

*Application forms for the Bergstrom Memorial Scholarships are available on our website (www.roaringlyons.org) 
under "Forms", or by calling the Den (206-706-5997) or by emailing us (roaringlyons@earthlink.net) at the office.  
All high school seniors and LYONS alumni are encouraged to apply!  Please note that the deadline has been 
extended to Thursday, April 30th.

* This summer the Middle School group will be traveling to Ocean Shores from August 25th through August 27th.  The cost is 
$50.  There are only 18 spots available so sign up ASAP.  Call or email Billy (lyonspa@earthlink.net) or 206-383-9446 to 
sign up or ask questions.  

* Be sure to check out our web site, www.roaringlyons.org, for pictures from our latest events and our new WEB 
WORSHIP page!

 LYONS



                                                                                                                                                                                   Ballard Blessings April 2009               

FROM OUR CHILDCARE DIRECTOR 
     Now that it's spring, I hope that we will be seeing more sunshine in our days. �-  We actually 
experienced a couple of very mild days this past month, which were much enjoyed by the 
children and teachers -since no chattering teeth were involved!  I look forward to being able to 
spruce up the playgrounds with fresh woodchips and paint after the Silent Auction in May.

     I also thought I'd share a cute story our 2 year olds' class teacher, Ni Ni, told me about. She 
said when she needed to talk to one of the children, who is just learning to use words rather than 
hands to communicate, about not hitting. She had gotten down to the child's eye level, made her 
face stern to show it wasn't funny, and said, "No hitting, we need to use gentle touches with our 
friends."  The child paused for a moment, looked right in the teacher's eyes and said to her, 
"Cranky, cranky!"  It was all she could do not to laugh out loud in this "serious situation", as he had 
obviously felt he needed to assess her!  We forge ahead!

Happy spring!         Ms. Karen & Staff

Faith and Everyday Life               April  2009

Playmates

     No, not the kind with the bunny ears, the kind you had as a kid. 
Remember when you could just show up at your friend’s door and 
ask if he or she could play? Pretty simple!
     A while back, there were some Sunday School materials 
developed called The Purple Puzzle Tree. There was a record in the 
packet with a recurring song:

     A long, long time ago, when God was very young,
     He has no one to walk with, he had no one to talk with, 
     He had no one to play with.
     Now that wasn’t very good, now was it?

What we learned was that God created people for connection, with 
God and with each other. Little people are free to connect with 
others repeatedly. This sets neural patterns in their brains for the 
rest of their lives that will allow them to form strong bonds with 
others later. 
     You have these pathways embedded in you. Maybe they are 
open and flowing. Maybe they are a bit calcified or at least out of 
use.
     Who are your playmates today? Who can you call and say, “Do 
ya wanna play with me?” Why don’t you count them up, yeh, right 
now. If there are lots, sit back, smile and feel warm. Give thanks to 
God. If there are few, you might be more isolated than you want to 
be. 
     God does not want you to be alone. God wants you to have 
playmates. Take a chance. Call someone and ask if they wanna 
come out and play. They just might say yes.

                                                Lutheran Counseling Network

Lutheran Community Services 
Northwest cordially invites you to

Woven together
Spring Celebration Brunch

Sunday, April 19, 2009

1:00–1:30 PM �”���6�R�F�L�D�O���+�R�X�U
1:30–3:00 PM �”���%�U�X�Q�F�K���	���3�U�R�J�U�D�P

Embassy Suites of Lynnwood

20614 - 44th Ave. W. • Lynnwood, WA
This year’s program will feature a family “woven 
together.” Jim Bergquist, a Lutheran Community 
Services adoptive father, shares his family’s 
story. 
There is no cost to attend. You will be invited to 
share through gifts and pledges which support 
our programs:

•   Family Support Centers
•   Adoption & Foster Care
•   Divorce Lifeline
•   Immigrant & Refugee Services
•   International Counseling 
•   Community Services 

Please RSVP by April 6 th . For information, 
contact

Lynn Naumann: 206-816-3223 
lnaumann@lcsnw.org

or
Jennifer Clifford: 206-694-5700

jmclifford@lcsnw.org
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER
HOLY WEEK AT BALLARD FIRST LUTHERAN

During this holiest week of the year, feet will be washed, an altar will be dramatically stripped bare, hands 
will be laid upon heads as words of forgiveness are spoken, bread will be broken and wine poured out, 
lights will grow dim, a cross will be borne, a new fire will be kindled, songs will be sung, God’s Word will be 
proclaimed, and God’s peace will be shared. The 2009 worship schedule at Ballard First Lutheran is as 
follows:

PALM/PASSION SUNDAY – Sunday, April 5th: Worship at 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. (This service 
includes a procession of palms marking Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem, but the tone will shift 
dramatically as we mediate on Jesus’ passion and death.)

    

MAUNDY THURSDAY – Thursday, April 9th: Worship at Noon and 7:30 p.m. (This service includes laying 
on of hands and individual words of forgiveness, foot-washing, Holy Communion, and the stripping of the 
altar.)

      

GOOD FRIDAY – Friday, April 10th: Worship at 7:30 p.m. (This Tenebrae service will feature the Ballard 
First Lutheran Choir, the Grace Chinese Lutheran Choir, and additional guest musicians.  The service will
conclude with an adoration of the cross. Worshipers are invited to bring a cut flower to place in the center 
of the cross at the service’s conclusion. Flowers will be provided for those who do not bring one, however.)

      

EASTER VIGIL – Saturday, April 11th: Worship at 7:30 p.m.  (This service includes “The Blessing of the 
New Fire,” the Service of Dramatized Lessons, The Service of Holy Baptism, and the Service of Holy 
Communion. On this most holy night of the year, we remember how Christ has passed from death to life.)

      

EASTER DAY – Sunday, April 12th: Festival Worship at 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. (Easter Lilies, special 
music, and joyful celebration mark this crown of the Church year. Our youth will serve an Easter breakfast 
in the lower social hall between services.)

      

Lenten Soup Makers – Thank You!
A “souper” big thank you to all of our wonderful Lenten soup makers! Not only were we blessed with a 
delicious variety of soups and breads, we were also blessed with delightful fellowship.  Thanks also, for 
your generous Lenten offerings designated to Lutheran Alliance to Create Housing (LATCH).  

Pacific Lutheran University scholarships available from BFL
Ballard First Lutheran Church is a Partner Congregation with Pacific Lutheran University.  Through this 
partnership, PLU will provide $1,000 scholarships to all BFLC confirmands who are accepted and enroll at 
PLU, with BFLC providing a matching $1,000 scholarship.  These scholarships are renewable for up to 4 
years. If you are interested in applying for these scholarships or would like more information, please 
contact Gunbjorg Ladstein, Pastor Erik Wilson Weiberg, or Pastor Laurie Jones. 
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BEYOND OUR CONGREGATION
I CARE FOR APRIL
     The I CARE offering for April will be received on Sunday, April 26th and the recipient will be the 
Compass Center, a ministry that is a response to the poverty, violence, addiction, and injustice that 
too often combine to push men and women into homelessness. The Compass Center provides basic 
services to meet immediate needs, and blends compassion and caring with effective programs to 
help people move to healthier, happier, and more satisfying lives.
     The main facility in Seattle offers shelter and emergency services to homeless and low income 
individuals, including a hygiene and laundry center, mail services, and banking services.  The 
Compass Center also operates several other sites in the area.  Your contributions will be used to fund 
these operations in our community.  Please consider a donation to this worthwhile ministry.

New Equal Exchange Cabinet
If you haven't seen the new Equal Exchange display cabinet in Haavik Hall, you are missing 
something!!  It is a built-in cabinet custom-made by craftsman extraordinaire, Doug Lange.  Ramona 
Leer designed the unit.  Now items don’t have to be put on a separate table during the Coffee Hour.  
Look for Sylvia Vikingstad, Bernice Chouery, or Ramona Leer to buy your supplies of Fair Trade tea, 
coffee, chocolate bars and cocoa.  Thank you for your continued support of Lutheran World Relief.

Keep those books coming for the Snohomish County Correction Facility
The Snohomish County Jail is looking for gently used paperback books to help provide a constructive 
way for those incarcerated to pass the time.  Please place your books in the box in the narthex of the 
church.  Your donations are greatly appreciated.

Volunteers Needed for the Seattle Cancer Care Alliance
The Seattle Cancer Care Alliance, a partnership of the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, 
UW Medicine, and Children’s Hospital and Regional Medical Center, is seeking volunteers to provide 
practical support for people undergoing cancer treatment and their families. To learn more about 
opportunities at the Seattle Cancer Care Alliance, visit www.sccavolunteer.org or call 206-288-1072.  
Applications are available online.

Compass Center Dinner 
Once again the Service Committee will host and serve a dinner at the Compass Center.  This meal 
will be served on Wednesday, April 29th.  We are asking you to bring cookies for this dinner - any and 
all varieties are welcomed!  Please bring them to the church by 3:30pm that Wednesday, April 29th.
Or, if you are baking and would like to send some earlier, we can freeze them. About 80 people are 
served that night and, if there are any extra goodies, they will be offered for lunch the next day!  
Thank you so much for your generosity.  Please call Bernice Chouery at 425-401-1211 with 
questions.

Thrivent Breakfast
     Please consider attending a free Thrivent Financial Services breakfast on Saturday, April 25th at 
8:30am at Rob’s Restaurant (southwest corner of Aurora and 125th). This will be a gathering of 
Lutheran congregations forming the Northwest Seattle Chapter.  The purpose of the breakfast is to 
broadcast how Thrivent’s excess funds are channeled into charitable giving through matching funds 
and outright grants.  Speakers will briefly explain the simple application process and describe some of 
the programs and projects that Thrivent has supported.
     We hope to encourage input from Northwest Seattle Lutheran congregation members, whether or 
not they are members of Thrivent, on some of the programs that they would like supported through 
Thrivent funds.  Eligible projects can be within a church or in the larger community.  Please RSVP by 
Friday, April 17th to Jerry Shierk at 206-784-8098 or Sylvia Vikingstad at 206-782-6753.
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FINANCIAL HISTORY REPORT                 

February 2009 Financial Report
General Fund

February
Actual

February
Budget

Year To Date 
Actual

Year To Date 
Budget

 Year To Date 
Variance

Envelope/
Loose Giving $21,995.59 $25,278.59 $41,536.59 $50,557.18 ($9,020.59)

Other Income $3,228.50 $8,211.67 $7,436.83 $16,423.34 ($8,986.51)

Total Income $25,224.09 $33,490.26 $48,973.42 $66,980.52 ($18,007.10)

Expenses $32,794.18 $41,329.46 $70,552.76 $82,658.92 ($12,106.16)

Surplus / (Loss) ($7,570.09) ($7,839.20) ($21,579.34) ($15,678.40) ($5,900.94)

Cash Balance $105,597,05

This report shows income and expenses for both the current month and year-to-date.  In addition,
the last column shows the variance (actual vs. budget).  We are also reporting our current general 
fund balance.  We hope this helps you to better understand our overall financial situation.  
If you have any questions or feedback, please contact: Dana Cocales, Finance Chair.

In February, these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission and ministry budget became 
Christ’s hands and feet in the world: held Ash Wednesday noon and evening worship,  provided space 
for Salmon Bay After School Shakespeare Program, celebrated Mardi Gras with a lasagna dinner, held
BFL Leader’s retreat, held noontime Bible study, hosted meeting of the Ballard clergy, provided space 
for weekly AA and Al-Anon meetings, sewed quilts for Mission Projects, held BFL’s first indoor winter 
picnic, hosted pastors’ weekly text study, held intergenerational Sunday School block classes, financially 
supported the Lutheran Public Policy Office.

Capital Campaign II Update

February – 2009

Total Loan Balance as of 1/1/2009     $282,847

Month Year
Monthly 
Giving Loan Balance

January 2009 $4,498 $279,852
February 2009 $3005 $278,189

Only a part of the payment is applied to the principle.  
The rest is interest.  The monthly payment is based on 
the amount of capital campaign contributions received 
from the previous month.  Thank you for your 
continuous generous and faithful giving.
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Sunday Morning Worship Schedule

8:30am Worship  + + +  9:30am Education Hour  + + +  10:45am Worship

Nursery care available throughout the morning

Holy Week Worship Schedule

Palm/Passion Sunday - April 5: 8:30am & 10:45am
Maundy Thursday - April 9: Noon & 7:30pm

Good Friday - April 10: 7:30pm
Easter Vigil - April 11:  7:30pm

Easter Sunday Festival Worship - April 12: 8:30am & 10:45am
Easter Breakfast - April 12: 9:30am-10:30am


