Ballard Blessings

Following the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, we at Ballard First Lutheran affirm the dignity and worth of all people. We believe God
calls us to be a community of grace, compassion, and justice. With St. Paul, we affirm that, in Christ, “There is no longer Jew or Gentile,
there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all are one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal. 3:28) We believe that the Gospel,
that is, the good news of Jesus Christ, is God’s gift for all people. Furthermore, we believe that this gift is to be shared unconditionally,
without regard to age, race, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, socioeconomic or family status, or physical or mental ability.
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Dear Friends in Christ,

It’s the turning of the year and therefore an appropriate time for us to do
some evaluating. We look back on what has been and look forward to the
possibilities of what might be. It is happening in our nation as a transfer in
presidential administrations nears. I believe that the New Year also affords us
the opportunity to make some personal reforms as well. Thus, many people
make “New Year’s Resolutions.”

At our coming Annual Meeting on January 25, we will hear a report from
our “Vision Task Force.” Earlier this year, our church council charged these
people with the following undertaking: “Assess whether the current
congregational structure supports the implementation of our congregation’s
mission statement. If changes are needed, determine what those changes are
and how they should be put into practice.” These recent months, the Vision
Task Force has carefully evaluated the way our congregation goes about its
ministry. Our congregation’s committee structure, our church council meeting
format, the role of the pastors in our congregation, the training of lay leaders,
the level of lay (volunteer) support to our church’s ministry, and our church’s
annual calendar of commitments have all been “under the microscope.”

Having heard the task force’s report at its November meeting, our church
council has resolved to implement their recommendations. It is hoped that the
outcome will lead to wider member participation in our life together, increased
support of leadership, more efficient use of time through the consolidation of
committees, and congregational growth.

Of course, congregational affirmation and support will be essential in
bringing the desired changes about. On Sunday, January 11, a forum will be
held in Haavik Hall during the 9:30 a.m. adult education hour. There the task
force’s report and recommendations will be shared and reviewed. While talk of
“reports,” “recommendations,” “task forces,” “committee structures,” and the
like can sound potentially dry, it is actually exciting to see what is being
proposed! Come and learn about what is in store as we take the first steps into
the New Year together!

bR TY

Happy New Year!
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PASTORAL ACTS IN THE MONTH OF DECEMBER

Memorial Service Baptisms
Delbert Edward Larson Bente Annelise Mullally
December 12, 2008 December 14, 2008
Renewal of Vows Jackson Scott Decker
Conrad and Erica Doegnes December 28, 2008

December 20, 2008

Wedding
Tricia Parks and Scott Alseth
December 31, 2008

PRAYER CONCERNS AND THANKSG/IVINGS

The following people were in our prayers during the month of December:

Gilla Bachellerie (cousin of Joan Peterson, facing Danielle Reagan (cousin of Alexis Chouery,

medical problems) cancer slowly progressing)

Ruth Crum (health concerns) Michelle Rotchadl (friend of Christina Herberg,
Sandy “Sam” Garvin (cancer slowly progressing) serving in Iraq)

Anne Johnson (recuperating from hip surgery) Tammi Shanks (cousin of Jan Holm and good
Marilyn Leer (sister-in-law of Lisa and Robert friend of Susan Weber, Tammi died this past
Howard, diagnosed with ALS) month)

Marcia Lofthus (medical concerns) Wes Sherman (friend of Doug and Sharon Lange,
Colin Manderson (undergoing medical tests) serious health issues)

The Martin Family (friends of Britt Turner, Gail Sieckman (undergoing treatment for chronic
undergoing difficult times) leukemia)

Pat Perdue (mother of Scott Ingham, hospitalized Mary Lou Stai (recovering from surgery)

with pneumonia) Margaret Torbenson (health concerns)

Harold Peterson (medical concerns)

Please call the church office monthly to update the
prayer concerns. Having received your reminder, we
will gladly keep people on the list and continue our
prayers for them.
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e e RERIES,

JANUARY SERVANT LEADERS

Acolytes

January 4 Natalie McGibbon and Maddy Barnes
January 11 Henrik Weiberg and lan Svasand
January 18 Alex Stamey and Andrew Ingham
January 25 Maddy Barnes and Henrik Weiberg

Altar Care

Month of January Terry LaFave, Ramona Leer, Lisa Howard, Sharon Lange

Assisting Minister
January 4 and 11 Dale Pederson
January 18 and 25 Julie Weisenburger

Communion Assistants

January 4 Mitch and Kendall Wall

January 11 Gunbjorg Ladstein and Marcia Nelson
January 18 Kathy Johnson and Nick Host
January 25 Jerry and Joanne Shierk

Counters

January 4 Laurie and Terry McGibbon, Ellen and Geoff Wall

January 11 Bernice Chouery, Jamie Fera, Julie Weisenburger
January 18  Juliet Dickens and Ken Mingeaud, Dana and Bart Cocales
January 25 Wanda Freeman, Ramona Leer, Bev Roach

Greeters Lectors

Jan. 4 The Hilmoe Family Jan.4 Kathy Johnson
Jan.11  Shirley Monson and Eileen Wohlwend ~ Jan.11 Rhonda Stangeland
Jan.18  Matt Henriksen and Joan Peterson Jan. 18 Rick Barnes

Jan.25 The Stangeland Family Jan. 25 Gunbjorg Ladstein
Ushers

January 4 Doug Lange, John Lombardi, Jerry Shierk
January 11 Dave Craig and Gaile Moe

January 18 Gunbjorg Ladstein, Marcia Nelson, Dave Hilmoe
January 25 Kim Peterson, Sylvia Vikingstad, Grant Ranlett

Van Drivers
January 4 Kim Peterson
January 11 Dave Hilmoe
January 18  Alex Peterson
January 25 Ray Gooch
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REACHING OUT

I CARE For January

The January | CARE offering will be taken on Sunday, January 25" and the recipient will be
Operation Nightwatch, an inter-denominational Christian ministry serving the poor and homeless since
1967. Operation Nightwatch doesn't just find shelter for homeless people. They pay to make it happen.
One hundred twenty-five men and women are off the streets every night because of this program and
the generous donations of congregations such as Ballard First.

Operation Nightwatch provides spiritual care and hope for the community at night, compassionate
relief and shelter for homeless men, women, and families, low-cost housing and support services for
seniors and the disabled, and education and encouragement for others to respond to the needs of the
less fortunate.

Operation Nightwatch relies on monthly gifts to keep the doors open and the lights on. Please
consider a gift to this worthwhile ministry on Sunday, January 25".

Many Ways to Continue to Help in this New Year!

Folks at Ballard First Lutheran have been filling the "Blue and Red Bins" with items for the Compass
Center. Donations have included towels, twin bed sheets, pillowcases, soap, shampoo, deodorant, and
twin blade razors. These items are very much appreciated, so please keep them coming.

The Ballard Food Bank receives a lot of needed canned goods from the Ballard First Lutheran
congregation. Non-perishable goods are appreciated and can be placed in the Food Bin in the narthex.

Coffee, cocoa, tea, nuts, and chocolate (mini-bars and regular bars) are always available in Haavik
Hall after worship services on Sunday. These are fair trade items ordered through Equal Exchange,
with the proceeds from our orders going to Lutheran World Relief. Every day in 35 countries, LWR
works to combat the causes of poverty and the dignity it robs from people’s lives. LWR works with
partners to help people grow food, improve health, strengthen communities, end conflict, build
livelihoods, and recover from disasters. All of this is done exclusively with people from the communities
being served. This helps LWR remain very efficient and effective, and helps people learn to help
themselves. Lutheran World Relief teaches people to better care for themselves, their communities, and
the environment. Thank you for your continued support.

Volunteer Drivers Urgently Needed

Senior Services is seeking reliable, caring individuals to drive and escort seniors in your community to
medical appointments. We do not have enough volunteers to help all of the seniors who call us for
rides. We offer flexible hours, supplemental insurance, and mileage and parking reimbursement.
Volunteers use their own vehicles and do no lifting or bearing of weight. For more information, please
call 206-448-5740, 800-282-5815, or check the website at www.seniorservices.org.

Lutheran Public Policy Office — State Advocacy Corner

On January 12", the state legislature convenes in Olympia and their primary task is to balance the
budget that is short in revenue by almost $6 billion. We are urged to pray for our government and
communicate our concerns with the governor and our three state legislators. There will be many
devastating cuts in critical programs that provide basic needs for the residents of our state, many of
those who are poor and vulnerable. Let our representatives in Congress know that we support revenue
solutions that don’t cut these critical programs. The hotline number is 1-800-562-6000.

The Compass Center’s Service of Remembrance

A memorial service for homeless individuals who died during the year 2008 will be held on Friday,
January 2" at 4:00pm at The Church of Steadfast Love (77 S. Washington Street, under the viaduct).
Time will be taken to remember these individuals and their gifts to us as candles are lit and each
person’s name is read. Please call, send, fax, or email any names to be read and remembered: The
Compass Center, 77 S. Washington Street, Seattle, 98104; 206-357-3112 (phone); 206-461-7834 (fax);
or email: kdaniels@compasscenter.org.
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LYONS

> Lutheran Youth of Marh Soattle

LYONS
JANUARY HIGH SCHOOL EVENTS

High School Barbecue at Crown — Sunday, January 1™ 5:30pm-6:30pm
Meeting for high school youth attending National Youth Gathering - Sunday, January 11" 6:30-7:30pm

High School Movie Night at the LYONS Den — Sunday, January 25" 6:30pm-8:00pm

JANUARY MIDDLE SCHOOL EVENTS

Crown Hill Chill at the LYONS Den — Sunday, January 4™ 6:30pm-8:00pm

Meeting for g™ graders attending National Youth Gathering — Sunday, January 25™; 5:30pm-6:30pm

Crown Hill Chill at Crown Lutheran — Sunday, January 25™; 6:30pm-8:00pm

ALL LYONS EVENTS

Tuesday Nights: January 6™, 13", 20", and 27" — Guitar Classes at the LYONS Den — 7:00pm-8:00pm

Salmon Bay Younq Playwriqhts Performance

Saturday, January 24" - 7:00pm

The Young Playwrights from Salmon Bay School, who have been rehearsing at Ballard First Lutheran
Church would like to invite everyone to an end-of-semester performance of works written and performed
by Salmon Bay's Young Playwrights (and their teacher, Glyde Hart King). Salmon Bay is an alternative
public school just east of BFLC on 65th Street. Many members of the BFLC congregation have children
enrolled in that school (including Pastor Erik!). Theatre students have been using space at Ballard First
Lutheran Church for rehearsals of their original one-acts and monologues since November. There is a
space crunch at Salmon Bay and the auditorium is being used by a PE class in the afternoon! Included
in the performance will be monologues: Marie Antoinette, Joseph (of the Old Testament), Sacagawea,
Chopin, and others. Also one-acts: "The Burning Marsh" by Robin Thomas (of BFL); "The Fairy Tale" by
Keelin Lang; "The Assassination” by Rachel Livengood and "The Mad Hatters Tea Party" by Lewis
Carroll. This show will be approximately 1% hours long with no intermission. It is appropriate for
audiences of all ages.

Thanks so much for welcoming us to Ballard First Lutheran! We are so happy to be here.
Hope to see you on January 24™M

Glyde & Co
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FROM OUR CHILDCARE D/IRECTOR

Our annual Christmas program was another delightful evening! We have two dozen
new families to the Center this year, so it was nice that so many got to enjoy a new
experience by attending their first program at BFLCC. 1 still call it, as | always have,
"organized chaos!” But delightful none the less. -

The families participated in a "Giving Tree" for three boys at the Cobb Center, which is
in affiliation with the Children's Home Society here in Seattle. We were able to give the

boys everything on their wish lists. -

It makes a person's heart feel good to share

Christmas joy with another, especially when we have so much!

Snow is falling as | write this - enjoy its beauty!

Ms. Karen & Staff

Christmas Fellowship Potluck
Dinner Celebration!

Mark your calendars for a Ballard First Lutheran
celebration of carols, food, fellowship, and
laughter. This annual potluck dinner of “singing
for/after your supper” will be held at the home of
Marcia Nelson (2649 NW 96"/ 206-783-9895) on
the eleventh day of Christmas, Sunday,
January 4" beginning at 4:00pm. Bring a
dish to share and your singing voices. All are
welcomel!

All-Ages Game Night

The Fellowship Committee is hosting an all-ages
game night and you are invited! We’ll meet in
Haavik Hall on Saturday evening, January 10",
from 6:30 pm — 8:30 pm for fellowship and fun.
Mexican Train Dominoes will be ready to play, or
you can bring along a favorite game of your own.
Invite a friend! Bring a snack to share! If you need
transportation, call Ursula Bawden at (206) 783-
5250, and we will help with arranging a carpool.
See you there!!! Qe

IR
S

2009

ANNUAL MEETING

(with a good old-fashioned Lutheran Potluck Luncheon )

JANUARY 25, 2009

Once again it's time for the annual meeting of the
congregation! Join us in the Lower Social Hall for a
potluck luncheon immediately following the 10:45
a.m. worship service on Sunday, January 25™. After
feasting on the delicious, mouth-watering delicacies
of our fabulous chefs and pastries bakers and
enjoying a mighty good old-fashioned Lutheran-style
Potluck we’ll get right down to business! All are
invited to join us as we celebrate the mission and
ministry of Ballard First during 2008 and as we look
forward to the opportunities and challenges before us
in 2009. Don’t forget to bring your favorite Lutheran-
style Potluck hot-dish or casserole or a favorite
dessert to share. Or, dust off your old jell-o mold, but
don’t forget to add some fruit for a nice contrasting
color. Drinks (such as coffee, of course) and table
service will be provided.

Also, a reminder to council officers and committee
chairs to get their annual reports in to Renee in the
church office by Wednesday, January 14™. These
can be emailed to: office@ballardfirstlutheran.org.

FYI: On Sunday, January 18" the Finance
Committee will lead the adult forum and review the
proposed budget for 2009.
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OUR L/FE TOGETHER

Un - Decorating Party
Make your plans to stay after the 10:45am worship service on Sunday, January 4" to help remove the
Christmas tree and put away other decorations. Many hands will make the job much easier and faster.

Mid-week Bible Study and Brown Bag Lunch

Our Bible study on the Book of Acts based on Tom Wright's Acts for Everyone will resume each
Wednesday from noon to 1:30 p.m. in Haavik Hall beginning January 7". Participants are invited to bring a
sack lunch as we share a meal together and immerse ourselves in God’s Word

MISSION PROJECTS: BACK AT WORK!

Ladies, it is time to look for your quilting needle as our first winter mission projects sewing day is Thursday,
January 15", at 10:00am in the Lower Social Hall. We can always use more hands! Remember — no
previous experience is required. Making our quilts is a fast hands-on project and we make it fun! All of our
work makes such a worthwhile contribution to world needs. Bring a sack lunch — good coffee is always
provided.

Cotton or cotton polyester blend fabric for quilts is always appreciated. Also, any size sheets, print or solid
color (except white) can be used. We can also use old electric blankets. When they are ripped apart, each
one provides quite a bit of quilt filler.

Ballard First Lutheran Book Club

The BFL Book Club will meet on Monday, January 26" in the church office. We will be discussing, “The
Nine: Inside the Secret World of the Supreme Court” by Jeffrey Toobin. Mark your calendars and plan to
join us! Newcomers are always welcome!

Looking Ahead! What? A Picnic in February?

Mark your calendars for the BFL first Annual Winter Indoor Picnic, sponsored by the Fellowship Committee
on Sunday February 8" immediately following the 10:45am worship service. This will be a potluck picnic,
come rain or shine! Please bring one food item that you would like to share with the congregation. Hot
dish? Salad? Dessert? Plates, silverware, and napkins will be provided, as well as good strong coffee.

“Friendly Diehards” Meeting Schedule for the Year 2009
Everyone is invited to join the “Friendly Diehards” and friends for their gatherings of food, fun, and
fellowship on the following Thursday afternoons in Haavik Hall beginning at 1:00pm (unless otherwise

noted):

January — no meeting July — no meeting

February 12 — Valentine's Day Theme August — no meeting

March 12 — Lenten Theme September 10 — Indoor Picnic (at Noon)
April 9 — no meeting (Maundy Thursday) October 8 — Theme TBD

May 14 — Mother's Day Theme November 12 — Thanksgiving Theme
June 11 — at the Norse Home December 10 — Advent/Christmas Theme

Please call the church office the Wednesday before each meeting to arrange for a ride.

Mardi Gras Spaghetti Dinner

Mark your calendars now and plan to join us on Tuesday, February 24™ at 6:00pm for a celebration of the
half-way point of Capital Campaign Il. Everyone is invited to this Mardi Gras spaghetti dinner as we reflect
on the amazing facility improvements that have been accomplished through your generous giving to our
capital campaign and look forward to continued stewardship as we work toward retiring our debt.
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Beyond our congregation

Play, Faith, and Everyday Life

There are many ways to use this word. We “play” hopscotch, but we also “play” bridge. Young
children play games very differently than professional athletes play sports. We attend a “play” which
can make us weep with laughter or heartbreak. We get nervous when we think someone is trying to
“Play God.”

This year we will play, by ourselves, with each other, with God. Sometimes we will have fun;
sometimes matters will be more serious. We were created as creatures with creativity and
imagination. We can lose sight of the reality that play is as much a part of our nature as it is of God’s.
We can use these gifts to enhance our lives and the lives of others, or not.

We may not think of God playing, but if God is a being anything like us, play is in God’s nature.
Maybe God wants our redemption to free us up to play more here on earth.

Think back to your childhood. Who did you play with? What did you play? What was your
favorite play activity? If you close your eyes, can you see the scenes, hear the sounds and re-
experience the feelings? If you can, you are using your memory to tap into a very core part of your
experience as a person, one that carries joy and happiness.

This memory is a gift from God. It is meant to cheer and sustain you. It can be a reservoir of
grace for use during the difficult times in your life. It can be a point of reference as to how life could be
for you this very day. So, come play with us this year. Enjoy!

Lutheran Counseling Services

Campus Ministry Host Families Needed

Lutheran Campus Ministry is excited to be working with Mr. Zhenchuan Liu in creating
opportunities for ministry with International Students at the University of Washington. Zhenchuan
received his Masters in Divinity from the University of Dubuque Theological Seminary. He is
committed and passionate about supporting international students and brings personal experience,
understanding, and integrity to this calling.

Our hope is to gently proclaim the Gospel through partnerships with the "Chinese Students and
Scholars Association" and with the "Taiwanese Students Association" at the UW. We plan to begin
offering basic ESL classes (peer taught) during Winter Quarter, as well as offering opportunities for
hospitality and fellowship.

In the meantime, we would like to invite local congregational members to become "Host Families"
for international students. We are looking for families that can be a link between the International
Student and our culture. Perhaps invite them to dinner every other week, to go for a hike, to visit a
park, to attend some local events or places of interest. We're not asking for families to provide
housing, or counseling, or to be responsible for any financial obligations. These students are self-
sufficient, but would appreciate the hospitality and experience of a relationship with a local family
during their time of study at the UW.

If this is something that you would be interested in participating in or learning more about, please
contact the Lutheran ELCA Campus Pastor Scott Postlewait at 206-524-7900 or visit the website at
www.uwlutherans.com. Please keep UW Lutheran Campus Ministry in your prayers as this ministry
takes form. Thank you for your support!
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FINANC/AL H/ISTORY REPORT

November 2008 Financial Report
General Fund

November November Year To Date Year To Date Year To Date
Actual Budget Actual Budget Variance

Envelope/
Loose Giving $26,129.13  $24,747.41 $235,563.70 $272,221.51 ($36,657.81)
Other Income $6,071.89 $8,208.01 $73,491.03 $92,613.11 ($19,122.08)
Total Income $32,201.02 $32,955.42 $309,054.73 $364,834.62 ($55,779.89)
Expenses $31,735.66 $43,009.89 $417.516.04 $458,334.90 ($40,818.86)
Surplus /
(Loss) 465.36 ($10,054.47) ($108,461.31) ($93,500.28) ($14,961.03)

Cash Balance $57,860.00

This report shows income and expenses for both the current month and year-to-date. In addition,
the last column shows the variance (actual vs. budget). We are also reporting our current general
fund balance. We hope this helps you to better understand our overall financial situation.

If you have any questions or feedback, please contact: Dana Cocales, Finance Chair.

In November, these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission and ministry budget
became Christ’s hands and feet in the world: provided Thanksgiving baskets to families through the
Ballard Food Bank, hosted weekly text study for area pastors, provided our van and drivers for the
Ballard Homeless Ministry, hosted a Thanksgiving Eve service, held intergenerational block classes,
hosted the 9™ annual Turkey Trot for World Hunger, held a kid’s pizza/movie night, led a noontime Bible
study, held Consecration Sunday, sewed quilts for Lutheran World Relief.

Capital Campaign 11 Update June 2008 $4,023 $296,082
July 2008 $4,068 $293,267
November — 2008 August 2008 $3,096 $291,725
September 2008 $4,033 $289,186
Total Loan Balance as of 1/1/2008 $326,672 October 2008 §2.823 $287.804
Monthly November 2008 $3,768 $285,601
Month  Year Giving Loan Balance | 5y 5 nart of the payment is applied to the principle.
The rest is interest. The monthly payment is based on
January 2008 $6,765 $321,291 the amount of capital campaign contributions received
February 2008 $4,479 $318,087 from the previous month. Thank you for your
March 2008 $14,574 $304,861 continuous generous and faithful giving.
April 2088 $4,898 $301,210
May 2008 $3,617 $299.392
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BALLARD FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
2006 Northwest 65 Street
Seattle, WA 98117

Sunday Morning Worship Schedule

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
US POSTAGE

PAID

SEATTLE, WA
PERMIT 5736

8:30am Worship + + + 9:30am Education Hour + + + 10:45am Worship

Nursery care available throughout the morning

Specials Event in January

Christmas Fellowship Potluck Dinner

Sunday, January 4™ — 4:00pm (Marcia Nelson’s home)

BFL Game Night
Saturday, January 10" — 6:30pm (Haavik Hall)

Annual Meeting and Potluck

Sunday, January 25™ (following the 10:45am Worship Service)
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