Ballard Blessings

Welcome! Following the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, we at Ballard First Lutheran affirm the dignity and worth of all people. We
believe God calls us to be a community of grace, compassion, and justice. With St. Paul, we affirm that, in Christ, “There is no longer Jew
or Gentile, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all are one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal. 3:28) We believe that
the Gospel, that is, the good news of Jesus Christ, is God’s gift for all people. Furthermore, we believe that this gift is to be shared
unconditionally, without regard to age, race, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, socioeconomic or family status, or physical or

mental ability.
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Director: Karen Hutchison

- LYONS =
206-706-5997
Director: Pastor Julie Hutson
lyonsdirector@earthlink.net
Program Assistant: Billy Bergstrom
lyonspa@earthlink.net

- Church Council <=

President: Stephen Dreher
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- Ministry Coordinators <
Childcare: Gretchen Unseth
Christian Ed.: Robyn Middleton
Evangelism: Kim Peterson
Facilities: Bernie Roach
Fellowship: Ursula Bawden
Finance: Dana Cocales
Lay Leadership Dev.: Vacant
Personnel: Gunbjorg Ladstein
Service: Sylvia Vikingstad
Stewardship: Tom Tocher
Worship and Music: Terry LaFave
Youth Coordinator: Vacant

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

A few years ago | heard former Rocky Mountain Synod Bishop, Wayne
Weissenburger, share a true story about a boy named Will. Here’'s how | rec
the story: Every week 5-year-old Will came to church with his family. It hadn’t
yet occurred to this youngster to ask why since it was simply what his famil
did. And no, Will wasn’t a “PK” (pastor’s kid)!

One Sunday during the children’s sermon, the pastor gave each child a packei
seeds and then shared with them about all the poor children in the world wit
don’'t have enough food to eat. Will received a packet of corn seeds ar
apparently took to heart what the pastor had said that day because seve
months later he showed up at church with six small ears of his home-grow
corn. With a wide grin on his face, he handed the paltry ears of corn to h
pastor and said, “These are from the seeds you gave us and they’re for all 1
poor kids who don’'t have enough food to eat.”

The pastor was deeply touched by Will's gesture, but wasn’t sure what
Then the Holy Spirit moved over the pastor as the pastor wondered: What wou
happen if we asked the congregation to buy Will’s corn from him to help feet
the hungry? Standing next to the pastor at the conclusion of the service, W
stood proudly with a basket holding the six ears of corn. Nearly everyone wr
passed by Will that morning dug deep into their pockets andpbeketbooks.
Some paused to write out generous checks. Others gave freely, perhaps fr
their own grocery money. When all was said and done, the congregation ga
nearly $6000 for Will's corn and to feed the hungry children Will was trying to
help out. Will's spirit of generosity inspired others to give generously.

| too am amazed and humbled that even in the midst of these challenging a
uncertain times, maybe even especially in the midst of these challenging al
uncertain times, we are faithful people who live to give. As an act of worshij
we are invited to give generously and faithfully a portion of what God has s
graciously entrusted to us—our selves, our time, and our possessions—all sic
of God’s gracious love.

On Sunday, November 16,worshippers will be invited to reflect on the
following questions:*What is God calling me to do?"and “What is God
calling me to give?” That day, and in the days to follow, members are being
encouraged to make our commitments to the mission and ministry of Christ’s

Ballard Blessings November 2008



PASTORAL LETTER (continued)

Church through Ballard First Lutheran by filling out and turningime & Talent Forms and Financial Pledge
Cards for 2009. Don'’t give out of duty or obligation. But: do give out of gratitude to God for all God has done fc
us and all that God will continue do through us. And won't you join Will in helping to feed the hungry of tt
world at the 9th Annual Turkey Trot for World Hunger? (See page 4 for details.)

Finally, plan to join us for &ervice of Thanksgiving to God on the Eve of Thanksgiving, Wednesday,
November 26 at 7:00 p.m. at Ballard Firstwith desserts and fellowship to follow in Haavik Hall.

In Christ's Abiding Love

PRAYER CONCERNS AND THANKSGIVINGS

The following people were in our prayers during the month of October:

Delina Barden (recovering from a broken rib)

Pastor Paul Cheung (pastor of Grace Chinese of
Sammamish Hills, recovering from a liver transplant)
Tom Clausen (cousin of Joan Peterson, medical
concerns)

Marjorie Cocales (mother of Bart Cocales, Marjorie
died this past month)

Mel DeJong (brother of Bev Roach, recovering from
guadruple bypass surgery)

Jack Delargy (friend of Jerry Shierk, suffered a very
serious bicycle injury)

Art Haavik (recovering from a fall)

Mike Hawkins (husband of co-worker of Kristen
Wilson Weiberg, undergoing rehabilitation following
cancer surgery)

Please call the church office monthly to update the
prayer concerns. Having received your reminder, we
will gladly keep people on the list and continue our
prayers for them.
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Bonita Howard (stepmother of Robert Howard,
health concerns)

Marian lidhuso (moved to a care facility)

Dave Jones (brother of Pastor Laurie, diagnosed
with esophagus cancer)

Harold Peterson (medical concerns)

Les Phillips (recovering from knee surgery)
Michelle Rotchadl (friend of Christina Herberg,
serving in Iraq)

Mim Sheldahl (health concerns)

Gail Sieckman (undergoing treatment for chronic
leukemia)

Lois Thompson (medical procedures)

Alven Thorson (at Anderson House)

Lois Trickey (friend of Joan Peterson, medical
concerns)




b D EE RIS,

NOVEMBER SERVANT LEADERS

Acolytes

November2  Henrik Weiberg and lan Svasand
November9 Maddy Barnes and Robin Thomas
November 16 Natalie McGibbon and Paris Primeau
November 23 Andrew Ingham and Rhys Hyatt
November 30 Maddy Barnes and Natalie McGibbon

Altar Care

Month of November Joanne Shierk, Marcia Nelson, Tina Aure, Laura Hanson

Assisting Minister
November 2 and 9 Mary Kay Hilmoe
November 16, 23, 30 Dale Pederson

Communion Assistants

November2  Joanne and Jerry Shierk

November9 Kathy Johnson and Nick Host
November 16  Julie Stewart and Will Paugh
November 23 Gunbjorg Ladstein and Marcia Nelson
November 30  Griffin McGibbon and Kendall Wall

Counters

November 2 Bernice Chouery, Jamie Fera, Julie Weisenburger
November 9 Juliet Dickens and Ken Mingeaud, Dana and Bart Cocales
November 16 Wanda Freeman, Ramona Leer, Bev Roach

November 23 Karen and Malcolm Unseth, Tina Aure

November 30 Laurie and Terry McGibbon, Ellen and Geoff Wall

Greeters Lectors

Nov.2  Gunbjorg Ladstein and Marcia Nelson Nov.2 Molly Barnes

Nov.9 Farid and Bernice Chouery Nov.9 Kiris Breton

Nov.16  Shirley Monson and Eileen Wohlwend Nov. 16 Kathy Johnson
Nov.23 The Stangeland Family Nov.23 Rhonda Stangeland
Nov.30 The LaFave Family Nov. 30 Rick Barnes
Ushers

November 2 Laurie Fladhus and Eric Green, Jennifer and John Schwartz
November9  Middle School/High School Team

November 16 Doug Lange, John Lombardi, Jerry Shierk

November 23 Dave Craig and Gaile Moe

November 30 Terje Stangeland, Cathi Unseth, Erik Wold, Ray Gooch

Van Drivers

November2 Ray Gooch
November9 Kim Peterson
November 16 Dave Hilmoe
November 23 Alex Peterson
November 30 Ray Gooch
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REACHING oUT

Turkey Trot for World Hunger 2008

“Trot Softly and Carry a Big Drumstick”
Green Lake Aqua Theatre Friday, November 28" 2008

It's the day after Thanksgiving ...here are your options:

A) Go shopping with 2 million other people desperate to get out of
the house.

B) Wash the dirty dishes from yesterday.

C) Look at the leftovers in the fridge.

D) Turkey Trot for World Hunger!

If you chose D, congratulations! You will enjoy a morning with your

friends and neighbors, walking, running, strolling, skipping, jogging
or skating, your way around Green Lake! All funds raised will benefit the ELCA World Hunger Appeal
and the Lutheran Volunteer Corps. Sponsor sheets are available in the narthex of the church or in the
office.

Schedule for the Day...
8:30-9:00am: Check in and Registration, located near Aqua Theatre. Turn in your sponsor shee
donations.

9:00-9:15: Welcome all participants at the Aqua Theatre.

9:15-Noon: Join the rest of the turkeys as we make our way around Green Lake!

World hunger and related issues affect millions of people every day. Your participation in t
event makes a difference! We join our hearts, our feet, and our gifts to help those in need.

Thank you for supporting tHefnnual Turkey Trot for World Hunger!

I CARE For November

The November | CARE offering will be to support our own Turkey Trot fundraiser for the World Hunger
Appeal of the ELCA. The World Hunger Appeal brings relief to people all across the world in many
different ways. Through key partners such as Lutheran World Relief and the Lutheran World
Federation, the Hunger Appeal is able to make a difference for many causes because of the generosity
of people like you who support their operation. Please consider giving to this wide-reaching effort on
Sunday, November 23", and we hope to see you at the Turkey Trot!

Service Committee to provide Thanksgiving Baskets

Once again the Service Committee will be putting together Thanksgiving Baskets for needy families.
We would welcome donations of items such as canned vegetables (suggestions: cranberry sauce, green
beans, corn, peas, etc.), boxes of stuffing mix, packages of jello mix, and cans of condiments (olives,
pickles, etc.). The committee will buy gift certificates for the families to buy the meat or fish for their
meal. We will also buy pies to include with each basket. Sunday School Classes will decorate the
paper bags and containers that will be given to the families. Please place your donations in the Food
Bank Bin in the Narthex. Thank you so much for your generosity in helping to provide a wonderful
Thanksgiving for these families.
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- _____________________Lyons
> Lutheran Youth of Marh Soattle

LYONS

NOVEMBER HIGH SCHOOL EVENTS

November 7" — &": 8:00pm-8:00am Mystery Event Lock-In!

This is the first high school lock-in of the year so you better be here! Once again we will be up late hangin’
eating snacks, playing church games in the dark, and having the mystery event! Also, be sure to invite your fri
because this lock-in is going to be off the hizzle fo shizzle. Is that still cool to say? | can’t seem to keep up witl
this hippity hop language...

Location: Phinney Ridge Lutheran Church (7500 Greenwood Ave Nost $10

November 23: 3:30pm Phinney Food Bank

This yearly event is a great way to help others. You will be putting together Thanksgiving meal kits for families
need. It's always fun and counts for those community service hours!

Location: Phinney Ridge Lutheran Church (7500 Greenwood Ave N.)

NOVEMBER MIDDLE SCHOOL EVENTS

November 2'%: 6:30pm-8:00pm Crown Hill Chill!

Once again, it’s time for another Crown Hill Chill at the LYONS Den. The last one was a huge hit, so make sur
you make it to this special edition of the Chill that you don’t want to miss!

Location: LYONS Den (1501 NW 90 Street) Cost: Free

November 16" 6:30pm-8:00pm Crown Hill Chill!

What do you get when you combine marshmallows and Lutheran Middle Schoolers? Well, you ‘§etrthesd
Crown Hill Chill Marshmallow Extravaganza of course! Marshmallows will be eaten, thrown, even golfed in this
Chill that has to be on your calendar! Be there!

Location: LYONS Den (1501 NW 90 Street) Cost: Free

November 2! — 23¢ Youth Quake!

This is a middle school event that is always fun. We will be joining other youth groups from all over our regior
participate in big group activities such as worship, servant events, music, games, and workshops! This is a
way to get to know each other and other youth in your iga.ups are due (with $75 cost) by November 10

And once again, there are limited spotsCall or e-mail the den with questions.

Location: Leave from LYONS Den at 5pm on Friday. Return to the Den around noon on Sunday.

ALL LYONS EVENT

Friday, November 28" 8:30am Turkey Trot for World Hunger

This annual event is always fun-to-the-max! Burn off those extra calories from your Thanksgiving feast with a
around Green Lake during th& @nnual Turkey Trot for World Hunger! We will meet at the Green Lake Aqua
Theatre for a short program and then “trotters” will walk, stroll, jog, skip, scooter, rollerblade, push strollers
wheelchairs or pedal around the lake to raise money for world hunger. 100% of the money raised on this day
go directly to the ELCA World Hunger Appeal and the Lutheran Volunteer Corps. Come and help y«
congregation as they strive to win the coveted “Turkey Cup” while benefiting those less fortunate.

Cost Any amount of donation is accepted! Location: Green Lake Aqua Theatre
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FROM OUR CHILDCARE DIRECTOR

Everyone seems to be settling in nicely to their new classrooms this fall. We had
twenty four new children come to the Center this September! A neighborhood Center
closed, so we were able to help out many families from the community. -

Our Christmas Program is set for December 12th at about 6pm in the sanctuary if any
of you would like to come and see the BFLCC children perform. Each class, except our
infants, does a few songs or dances - one class at a time. As I've said before, it's a
hectic, happy and delightful evening! And our families always admire the beautiful tree.

Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow!

Kids’ Corner
Mark your calendars for a Just for Kids Pizza,
Popcorn, and a Movie Night: Saturday, November 1%
from 6:00-8:00pm in Haavik Hall. Wear your jammies,
and bring a pillow and blanket to throw on the floor for
a fun “G-rated” movie. (Ages 3 and up.)

Foss Home Bazaar

The Foss Home Bazaar will be held at Phinney Ridge
Lutheran Church (7500 Greenwood Ave. N) on Friday,
November 7" from 10am-4pm and on Saturday,
November 8" from 10am-3pm. A variety of hand
crafted gifts and baked goods will be available. Other
treasures can be found in the white elephant room or
at the collectible table. Enjoy a Scandinavian style
lunch, including rommegrot, lefse, sandwiches, and
cookies. All proceeds are used by the Foss Auxiliary
for items and projects which directly benefit elderly
residents of Foss Home and Village. To donate crafts,
baked goods, used items (no clothing or furniture,
please), or time to help, call Carolyn Fuson, Pastor of
Volunteer Ministries, at 206-834-2586.

New Members of the Newsletter Crew
A big thank you to Ella Criscuola and Wanda Freeman
for joining the monthly newsletter crew and helping to
get the mailing out to our congregation

Long-Time Volunteer Retires

A very special and well deserved “Thank you” to our
good and faithful servant, Art Haavik. Art has been
volunteering on Sundays here at Ballard First Lutheran
Church for many decades! He has decided to hang up
his pencil and calculator and retire from the money
counter team, as well as leave the ushering duties to
others. We will never be able to replace a servant
leader of that kind! Thank you, Art, for your service
over the years.

2008

Ms. Karen & Staff

Endowment Fund Dispersal for 2008
At its Annual Meeting in 2004, the congregation
voted to begin dispersing fund earnings ($10,000
annually) from the Ballard First Lutheran Church
Endowment Fund as outlined below:

f 40% for scholarship to Lutheran church
college or seminary. (This allows us to pay
for part of the tuition for seminary students
who come from our congregation or to give
a scholarship to any congregation member
who attends a 4-year Lutheran college.)

f 20% Community Outreach. (In the past we
have supported the Ballard Food Bank and
the Compass Center.)

f 30% Capital Improvement Gift. (In the past
we have purchased pew cushions and
replaced windows at Ubuntu House.)

f 10% ELCA World Hunger Campaign.
Please let us know how you would like the funds
for 2008 to be distributed in the categories of
Community Outreach and Capital Improvement.

I'd like to see the following program(s)
included in our community outreach

I'd like to see the following funded by the
Capital Improvement Gift

You may email your response to: office@bflcs.org
or return to the church office in person or by mail:
2006 NW 65" St. Seattle 98117.

Thank you from your Endowment Committee: Jan
Holm, Chair; Kris Breton, Lance Herberg, Jerry
Shierk, Gayle Solberg, and Susan Weber.
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EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

A Special and Important “Friendly Diehards” Meeting in November

All members of the congregation are invited to join us at the monthly meeting of the “Friendly Diehards” on
Thursday, November 13" beginning at 1pm in Haavik Hall. We will be hosting a workshop on stroke
prevention and identifying symptoms, and information on the Life Line stroke screenings that will be held
here at BFL on Friday, December 5™. And of course, there will be good coffee and fellowship. All are
encouraged and welcome to join us!

Noontime Bible Study Continues on Wednesdays

Bring a sack lunch and join the noontime Bible Study as we continue our study of the Book of Acts. We
meet on Wednesdays in Haavik Hall from 12pm — 1:30pm. (Please note: the class will take a break for
Thanksgiving on Wednesday, November 26™.)

A New Ministry Opportunity

Small Group Bible Study kicks off with a potluck dinner on Wednesday, October 29", beginning at 6:30pm
in Haavik Hall. That night small groups will be formed and then each group will determine the time, place
and frequency of future gatherings. Come for food and fellowship and to learn more. All are welcome.
Childcare will be provided

Block Classes for October 26, November 2, and November 9
Bible Time-Line for Confirmation Students and Parents
Pastor Erik (Lower Social Hall)
“The B-I-B-L-E, yes, that’'s the book for me.” Together we’ll cover the time-line of the entire Bible — from
Genesis to Revelation — in three short weeks! Find out who's on your family tree, what Salvation History is,
how God speaks to us through the word, and much, much more!

Chrismon Decoration Making

Ann Maki (Office Building-Youth Room)

What's a “Chrismon,” you ask? The word Chrismon comes from the words “Christ monograms”; symbols
of Christ used to decorate Christmas trees (from the Altar Guild Handbook glossary). So, if you're one of
those artsy-craftsy wannabes, come and join in the fun as you let your talents out and try your hand at
making beautiful “Christ monograms” to adorn our Christmas tree.

Homeless 101

Guest Speakers (Haavik Hall)

Come and learn directly from experts in the field about the current state and causes of homelessness in
Seattle, our city’s ten year plan to end homelessness, potential solutions, and how we, as a community,
can take action to end homelessness. Hint for high school students: check out this class and you'll be
sure to gather enough information for your next school project or at least the basis of a class writing
assignment.

Making Children Mind Without Losing Yours

Pastor Laurie (Lower Level Childcare Center-Room “K”)

Geared especially for parents of young children, participants will view and discuss a video series by Dr.
Kevin Leman, an internationally-known Christian psychologist and best-selling author. Together we’ll
discuss the joys, challenges, and frustrations of parenting in today’s culture without losing your mind, or
your sense of humor, in the process.

Music and Movement with Maren
Maren Haynes (Sanctuary)
Like to sing your heart out? Or, march to the beat of a different drum? Come and join in the fun with
Maren as she teaches music and movement to children, youth, and the young-at-heart. Participants will
prepare special music for worship on November 9™,
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RESPONSIBILITIES and NEEDS IN THE COMMUNITY

Pastoral Letter to the ELCA on the US Presidential Election
from our Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson

In the Lutheran community of faith we value both public and private discourse, because we believe
God works in vital and redemptive ways with human words. In the closing weeks of a presidential
campaign, we share with our neighbors of all faiths high expectations for our public discourse. The
words uttered by those seeking office and those voting have power, not only to provide the substance
necessary for good decision making, but also to bring hope.

Let us maintain a level of discourse worthy of this important moment in our nation’s history and the
pressing issuers demanding our attention. Let us focus on the vital issues facing our nation and the
world. The ELCA’s social statement, “The Church in Society: A Lutheran Perspective,” calls this
church to “promote sound, critical, and creative citizenship and public service” and encourages us to
join in public deliberations. As we are called also “to contribute toward the upbuilding of the common
good,” we can express the expectation that the candidates call for an end to personal attacks, and
focus on the issues and things that matter to all of us.

With the current financial crisis sweeping the United States and the world, it is too easy to forget
those who are most vulnerable, people who live in poverty here at home and abroad. They deserve
our attention too, as we prepare to determine this nation’s direction for the next four years. Instead of
personal attacks, | appeal to the McCain and Obama campaigns and related message groups to bear
in mind and recall for all of us the situations of our sisters and brothers who will suffer the most from
our current economic turmoil.

Finally, I call on all of us eligible to vote to exercise faithful civic engagement on November 4.
Lutherans acknowledge the instrumental role of government in society, and participation in the
electoral process is an example of our affirmation of baptism to ‘serve all people, following the
example of our Lord Jesus” and “to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.”

Open Door Ministries Eighth Annual Gala Dinner Auction

Open Door Ministries is an extended ministry of the Northwest Washington Synod of the ELCA. Open
Door provides pastoral care and referrals for persons living with HIV/AIDS, as well as the gay and
lesbian community. Since 1992, Open Door has provided pastoral care for well over 1000 persons.
The Annual Gala Auction is the only fund raiser event that supports this ministry. This year’s Gala
Auction will be held on Saturday, November 8", from 5:00pm - 9:30pm at Brockey Center on the
South Seattle Community College Campus in West Seattle. The college is known for its fine Culinary
Department, which will be serving the meal. Cost for the evening is $65/person before Nov.1* and
$75/person after Nov. 1%'.  Over 200 people are expected and the goal is to raise over $50,000. To
register for the event, please call Darleen Atk at 425-672-8692 or email her at
darleenatik@comcast.net.

A Compass Center Fundraising Event

The Family & Adult Service Center (FASC) —a program of The Compass Center— is proud to present
“Safe at Home,” a fundraising breakfast benefiting FASC. Proceeds will support our programs for
homeless adults and families. Our keynote speaker is Silja J.A. Talvi, an investigative journalist who
will present on the close link between mental health issues, homelessness and incarceration. Her
latest book is Women Behind Bars: The Crisis of Women in the U.S. Prison System. Please make
your plans to join us on Wednesday, November 12" from 7:30am — 9am at the Safeco Field First
Base Terrace Club. A complimentary breakfast will be served. To reserve a seat, please contact
Amy Besunder at abesunder@fasconline.org or 206-357-3125.
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FINANCIAL HISTORY REPORT

September 2008 Financial Report
General Fund

Year To
September September Year To Year To Date
Actual Budget Date Actual Date Budget  Variance

Envelope/
Loose Giving $20,562.08 $24,747.41 $189,227.21 $222,726.69 ($33,499.48)

Other Income $15,854.89 $8,208.01 $61,982.64 $76,197.09 ($14,214.45)

Total Income $36,416.97 $32,955.42 $251,209.85 $298,923.79 ($47,713.93)

Expenses $34,683.06 $42,084.87 $342,146.18 $373,240.12 ($31,093.94)
Surplus /
(Loss) $1,733.91 ($9,129.45) ($90,936.33) ($74,316.34) ($16,619.99)

Cash Balance $72,822.00

This report shows income and expenses for both the current month and year-to-date. In addition,
the last column shows the variance (actual vs. budget). We are also reporting our current general
fund balance. We hope this helps you to better understand our overall financial situation. If you
have any questions or feedback, please contact: Dana Cocales, Finance Chair.

In September, these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission and ministry
budget became Christ's hands and feet in the world: held the annual Rally Day kick-off
celebration for Sunday School, provided van service and served a meal for BEM, hosted text
study for area pastors, provided space for 12 step AA and Al-Anon meetings, held a blood
drive, hosted BFL movie night and book club, sewed quilts for Lutheran World Relief, hosted a
pool party for the new Lutheran Volunteer Corps members, held the “blessing of the
backpacks,” financially supported First Place School.

Capital Campaign Il Update May 2008 $3,617 $299.392
June 2008  $4,023  $296,082
September — 2008 July 2008  $4,068  $293267

August 2008 $3,096 $291,725

Total Loan Balance as of 1/1/2008 $326,672 September 2008 $4.033 $289.186

Monthly
Month Year Giving Loan Balance |Only a part of the payment is applied to the principle.
The rest is interest. The monthly payment is based on
January 2008 $6,765 $321,291 the amount of capital campaign contributions received
February 2008 $4,479 $318,087 from the previous month. Thank you for your

March 2008 $14.574 $304 861 continuous generous and faithful giving.

April 2088 $4,898 $301,210
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Sunday Morning Worship Schedule

8:30am Worship + + + 10:45am Worship

Coffee Hour Fellowship following the 10:45am Service

Nursery care available throughout the morning

Special Events in November
Thanksgiving Eve Service — Wednesday, November 26" — 7pm

9™ Annual Turkey Trot for World Hunger
8:30am Registration — 9:00am Program — 9:15am Trot/Stroll/Bike Around the Lake

Friday, November 28" Green Lake Aqua Theater
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