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Ballard Blessings
Welcome!  Following the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, we at Ballard First Lutheran affirm the dignity and worth of all people.  We 
believe God calls us to be a community of grace, compassion, and justice.  With St. Paul, we affirm that, in Christ, “There is no longer Jew 
or Gentile, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all are one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal. 3:28)  We believe that 
the Gospel, that is, the good news of Jesus Christ, is God’s gift for all people.  Furthermore, we believe that this gift is to be shared 
unconditionally, without regard to age, race, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, socioeconomic or family status, or physical or 
mental ability.                
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Dear Friends in Christ,
     In this letter, I want to spend a few moments talking about why it is important for 
you to study the word of God.  Then, on a page inside this issue of the Blessings, Pastor 
Laurie has prepared a nice list of opportunities that will provide you with some ideas 
about how we at Ballard First Lutheran plan to study the Bible in the coming months.
     First, though, let us consider the question of “Why?”  We Lutheran Christians have 
long said that the Bible is the Word of God.  But what does that mean?  For some 
people, it means, “The Bible contains no mistakes or contradictions.”  But most 
Lutherans I know don’t think about the Bible in that way.  Here is what I think it means 
to say that “The Bible is the Word of God”: “The Bible is the book that tells us what 
God wants to say to us.”
     That puts a unique spin on the matter.  Some people take the entire book literally.  I 
don’t.  I take the literal parts literally.  But: I take the symbolic parts symbolically.  
Here are a couple of examples.  The Bible says: “Remember the Sabbath Day and keep 
it holy.”  I think that the Bible is quite literal there.  So I take it literally and try to make 
Sabbath-keeping a regular weekly habit.  The Bible also tells us that Jesus says, “I am 
the vine.  You are the branches.”  But that’s not literally true.  Jesus was not a literal 
vine.  He was a literal person.  And I’m not a literal branch.  Because then I would be a 
literal vegetable (Insert your one-liners here).  Jokes aside, I am not a literal vegetable.  
I am a literal animal, a mammal, a human.  When Jesus said, “I am the vine and you are 
the branches,” he was not being un-truthful.  He was being un-literal.  He was being 
symbolic and poetic – and very truthful.
     That is what I love about the Bible.  God speaks to us in so many different ways 
through history, poetry, law, story, proverb, genealogy, and song.  That is one big 
reason why we should study the Bible.  Sometimes God is quite literal.  And sometimes 
God is extremely poetic.  But whatever method is chosen: God is always trying to speak 
to us.  Don’t you think we should listen?  I do.  That is one reason why, in 2007, the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America in its church-wide assembly voted to embrace 
an initiative called Book of Faith.
     The bold vision for this five year initiative is: That the whole church become more 
fluent in the first language of faith, the language of Scripture, in order that we might 
live into our calling as people renewed, enlivened, empowered, and sent by the Word.  
I feel so strongly that this is exactly the vision that we need at Ballard First Lutheran. 
To be renewed.  To be enlivened.  To be empowered.  To be sent more deeply into the 
world.
     I believe there is no better way to begin living into this vision than by encountering 
the living Word of God together.  As the new program year begins, let us go forward in 
faith - strengthened, comforted, and challenged by the God who never stops speaking to 
us.

In the Word and Witness with You,

Pastor Erik R. Wilson Weiberg  
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PASTORAL ACTS FOR THE MONTHS OF JULY AND AUGUST

Memorial Services                                                            

                                Jack Albert Criscuola                                              Myrna Marie Cole
                                     July 18, 2008                                                         August 9, 2008
          

PRAYER CONCERNS AND THANKSGIVINGS 

The following people were in our prayers during the months of July and August:

Jim Cole (recovering from knee surgery)
Myrna Cole (wife of Jim Cole, Myrna died in July)  
Jack Criscuola (Jack died in July)
Pat Crum (recovering from cancer surgery)
Jack DeLargy (friend of Jerry Shierk, suffered a very 
serious bicycle injury)
Mildred Ellingsen (health concerns)
Baby Gibson (friend of Joan King, in critical 
condition after surgery)
Mike Hawkins (husband of co-worker of Kristen 
Wilson Weiberg, undergoing rehabilitation following 
cancer surgery)
Kevin Hegerberg (17 year old cousin of Nate and 
Taylor, recovering from surgery to remove a tumor)
Rev. Theol Hoiland (grandfather of Anders Thomas, 
Theol died this past month)
Bonita Howard (stepmother of Robert Howard, 
health concerns)
Dave Jones (brother of Pastor Laurie, diagnosed 
with esophagus cancer)
Karen Knudsen (health concerns)
Gunbjorg Ladstein (recovering from eye surgery)
Marilyn Leer (sister-in-law of Lisa Howard, health 
concerns)
Hulda Meidinger (health concerns)

Please call the church office monthly to update the 
prayer concerns.  Having received your reminder, we 
will gladly keep people on the list and continue our 
prayers for them.

Joan Moe (mother of Gaile Moe, recovering from 
surgery)
Mary Len Rees (friend of Joan Peterson, serious 
health issues)
Dorothy Riebhoff (mother of Sandy Sailand, 
Dorothy died this past month)
Suzanne Robbins (friend of Nancy Kirkland, 
Suzanne died in July)
Michelle Rotchadl (friend of Christina Herberg, 
serving in Iraq)
John Rowley (father of Lisa Hegerberg, 
recovering from heart surgery)
Christoph Schmidt (recovering from surgery for 
thyroid cancer)
Jerry Shierk (recovering from colon surgery)
Dwayne Strand (brother of Ed Strand, Dwayne 
died this past month)
Margaret Torbenson (health concerns)
John Tykal (son-in-law of Hulda Meidinger, 
surgery)
Pastor Malcolm Unseth (undergoing additional 
chemotherapy and radiation)
Hans Viken (convalescing at home)
Molly Yamauchi (friend of Nancy Kirkland, health 
concerns)
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SEPTEMBER SERVANT LEADERS

Acolytes
September 7 Henrik Weiberg and Maddy Barnes
September 14  Kila Stangeland and Taylor Hegerberg
September 21 Natalie McGibbon and Paris Primeau
September 28 Andrew Ingham and Alex Stamey

Altar Care 
Month of September Joan Peterson, Ursula Bawden, Carrie Fischer, 

Lois Thompson, Julie Weisenburger 

Assisting Minister
September 7 and 14 Mary Kay Hilmoe
September 21 and 28 Julie Weisenburger

       

Communion Assistants
September 7 Pastor Julie Hutson and Billy Bergstrom
September 14  Kathy Johnson and Nick Host 
September 21 Griffin McGibbon and Kendall Wall
September 28 Gunbjorg Ladstein and Marcia Nelson

Counters
September 7 Wanda Freeman, Ramona Leer, Bev Roach
September 14 Karen and Malcolm Unseth, Tina Aure
September 21 Art Haavik, Laurie and Terry McGibbon, Ellen and Geoff Wall
September 28 Bernice Chouery, Jamie Fera, Julie Weisenburger

Greeters Lectors
                          Sept. 7   The LaFave Family Sept. 7 Molly Barnes

Sept. 14 Farid and Bernice Chouery Sept. 14 Kris Breton
Sept. 21 Shirley Monson and Eileen Wohlwend     Sept. 21 Jerry Shierk
Sept. 28 Gunbjorg Ladstein and Marcia Nelson Sept. 28 Rhonda Stangeland

  

Ushers
September 7 Kim Peterson, Sylvia Vikingstad, Grant Ranlett
September 14 Laurie Fladhus and Eric Green, Jennifer and John Schwartz
September 21 High School Team
September 28 Art Haavik, Doug Lange, John Lombardi, Jerry Shierk 

Van Drivers
September 7  Ray Gooch
September 14   Kim Peterson
September 21  Dave Hilmoe
September 28  Alex Peterson
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BFL MUSIC MINISTRY
Dear Ballard First Lutheran, 

     I feel so blessed to have been called into this congregation as Minister of Music in this new season in 
my life, and in the life of this congregation. I look forward to learning and growing with this community as 
we together explore the roles music plays in our religious life. I hope to take some time to introduce 
myself to you “formally” through this letter, and look forward to getting to know you on an individual basis 
as our years together unfold. 

     I hail from Bozeman, Montana – am the daughter of two university professors at Montana State 
University. I did my undergraduate degree in music at Whitworth University in Spokane, Washington. I 
focused in cello performance at Whitworth, but participated actively in the Whitworth Choir all four years, 
in addition to many other ensembles and private lessons. A lifelong Presbyterian, I have been very 
active in the church my whole life, but my life in the church took on more relevance to my adult life last 
year as I volunteered in Tucson, Arizona as a Young Adult Volunteer (similar to LVC) at Southside 
Presbyterian Church in South Tucson. Through that year, I became very connected with faith-based 
social activism, specifically regarding migrant and homeless issues. I have since traveled around the 
USA and world with the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship and other groups in efforts to act as a peaceful 
presence in areas of conflict. Most recently, I spent January-May in Guatemala and Mexico learning 
Spanish and volunteer farming (skills I hope to use in Seattle – as yet, few opportunities!). In considering 
graduate education, I have tossed around many options – specifically seminary, ethnic music studies 
and choral music – and have happily landed at the University of Washington where I will begin my 
master’s program in Choral Conducting this fall. I also work here in Ballard at Gymboree Play and Music 
on Market Street (which is very fun!).

     Choir directing intersects ministry, music and leadership in a most meaningful way – I feel it 
combines my deepest callings, vocationally. I am also struck by the vision of community choir embodies. 
My college choir director often reminded us that it is one of the rare times where a group moves together 
to create a common effect. 

     Thank you for the opportunity to work and worship with you in this way, and I look forward to 
becoming acquainted and eventually connected with this community! We will begin this process soon –
We will start our rehearsal season on September 4th! Bring cookies and a smile – we’ll do some singing 
and some socializing. Should be fun! I truly can’t wait to meet you and to get started on our path 
together!

Blessings and Peace,
Maren

Attention:  All Singers!  It’s Choir Time!

Come one, come all!  The Ballard First Lutheran Chancel Choir is set to begin.  Our first Thursday 
rehearsal will be September 4th from 7:30-9:00pm in Haavik Hall.  Our first Sunday singing an anthem in 
worship as a choir will be Sunday, September 21st. 

We are looking forward to a wonderful year and would like to welcome many new members to our 
group.  No previous choir experience is required.  We would love to have some teens join us!

If you would like more information or have any questions, please call Maren Haynes at 406-581-3189 or 
email her at: marenhaynes@gmail.com. Won’t you consider sharing your musical gifts with our church 
family?  
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SEPTEMBER HIGH SCHOOL EVENTS
Sept. 15th: National Youth Gathering Sign Up Deadline
This is the first LYONS deadline to sign up for the 2009 National Youth Gathering in New 
Orleans, July 22-26, 2009.  After this date, we will accept registrations as they are available, but 
because of the unique nature of this gathering (one week, rather than two) it is anticipated that it 
will fill up quickly.  Call or email the Den...706.5997 or roaringlyons@earthlink.net  There is a $125 
non refundable deposit.

SEPTEMBER MIDDLE SCHOOL EVENTS
Sept. 7th: 6th Grade Welcome Event!
Will this be your first year of LYONS?  If you are entering 6th grade this year, we want you to 
come and join us at LYONS for your first official LYONS event! We will be heading out, after 
some get to know you time, to the Fremont Ice Cream Cruise.  It's going to be a blast and you will 
get to meet everyone who is new to LYONS too!  
Cost: Free! Time: 4-6:15pm   Meet at the LYONS Den (1501 NW 90th Street)

ALL LYONS EVENTS
Sept. 13th: Let The Epic Fun Begin!  The Puyallup Fair!
All middle school and high school youth are invited to head for the Puyallup Fair!  This event is a 
LYONS favorite!
Cost: $5    Time 10am-4pm  Meet at the LYONS Den (1501 NW 90th Street)

Sept. 21st: Lutheran College and University Fair
Find out all that our Lutheran colleges and universities have to offer...get some free swag...eat 
some awesome food!  Parents, learn all you ever wanted to know about financial aid and 
scholarships. This event is for ALL LYONS youth...it's never too early to start thinking about 
college. 
Cost: Free! (unlike college)  Time: 7pm   Our Redeemer's Lutheran Church   2400 NW 85th Street.

Sept. 28th: Fall Kick Off!!
Don't miss this annual opportunity to sign up for upcoming events, win fabulous prizes, purchase 
LYONS merchandise, and find out what's in store for the year ahead!  All Youth and their families 
are invited to enjoy this time together!  LYONS will once again provide food for the grills, table 
service, and drinks.  Bring a dish (with food in it!) to share:  Last names: A-H bring a salad; Last 
names: I-P bring a side dish; Last names: Q-Z bring a dessert.
Cost: Free!  Time 5-7pm  Our Redeemer's Lutheran Church  2400 NW 85th Street

 LYONS
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FROM OUR CHILDCARE DIRECTOR 
     The children and staff have had a fun summer!  There were trips to Golden Gardens to 
explore the shore, to Top Banana to buy fruit for smoothies, to Salmon Bay Park for 
playing and picnics, and even over to Salmon Bay School to enjoy their playground and 
track. �-

   Our Pre-K children, in the Cloud Room, are excited about beginning their new 
adventure as Kindergarteners!  As they head out from our Center, we have several new 
children joining us from the community.  We've had another wonderful school year of 
helping the children to learn new things, and more about themselves.  We also expect 
that we've had a hand in giving them beginning instruction about God and His love for us.
It's always heartwarming to think back and remember the number of lives that have 
been touched by being associated with BFLCC!  Thank you again for your support of the 
Center. �-

God's Blessings, 

Ms. Karen & Staff

Study the ELCA Draft Statement
on Human Sexuality

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is 
preparing a social statement on human sexuality to be 
considered by the Churchwide Assembly in the 
summer of 2009. An initial draft of the statement has 
now been produced. It will be revised following 
discussion throughout the church. Ballard First 
Lutheran members are invited to participate in this 
process. A study and discussion of the draft will take 
place in the church’s adult forum at 9:30 a.m. on 
September 14, 21, 28, and October 5. This study and 
discussion will be led by Ballard First Lutheran 
members David Austin and Gaile Moe. Participants 
might choose to read the draft before the adult forums 
begin. If so, copies of the draft are available by calling 
the church office at (206) 784-1306. Participants may 
choose instead to download the draft study from the 
ELCA Web site (www.elca.org/faithfuljourney) or order 
it by calling 1-800-638-3522 ext 2996. All are invited to 
provide input to the draft statement by sending
comments to the Task Force for ELCA Studies on 
Sexuality, using the response form at the back of the 
draft or by writing comments in letter or essay form. 
Comments must be submitted by November 1, 2008.

Directory and Membership Updates

Please make the following changes in your 
church directory and call the church office 
when there is a change in your address or 
phone number.

Shirley Doolittle Egerdahl
(transferring to Lord of Life Lutheran Church 

in Duvall, Washington)

32007  E. Rutherford Street
P.O. Box 1313

Carnation, WA   98014

Phone:  206-240-5251

Email:  shirleyann@clearwire.net 

Jodie Lee
500  E. Grant Street

Unit 1407
Minneapolis, MN   55404

Phone:  817-507-9865

Email:  Jodie191@drizzle.com
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER
I CARE FOR SEPTEMBER
Our I CARE for September will be received on Sunday, September 28th and it will go to support First 
Place, a school and resource center for children and families in crises.  First Place recognizes the 
special needs of families in transition due to homelessness or other situations that impact family 
stability.  Their mission is to educate and nurture children whose families struggle with the risk or 
reality of homelessness.  They offer housing, culturally relevant education, and support services which 
enable families to begin to achieve permanent stability.  First Place School offers the following:

o School for children K-6                                               
o “Teaching for Understanding” curriculum
o Small class size
o Tutoring and mentoring
o Counseling as needed
o Breakfast, lunch, and snacks
o Family support services
o Outreach services
o Case management and counseling
o Clothing bank and housing referrals
o Employment 

Summer Special Music Appreciation
Thanks to the following people for sharing their musical gifts in worship with us this summer:  Adult 
Choir under the direction of Holly Morehead; Kris and Molly Barnes (vocal duet); Maddy Barnes 
(piano);  Henrik Weiberg (piano);  Laurissa Hale, Jennifer Hale, and Hope Haugen (vocal trio);  Bonnie 
Hilmoe (vocal solo);  Farid Chouery (guitar);  Rick Barnes (guitar and vocal solo);  The Picnic Singers; 
and Hal Mueller (dulcimer).

“Friendly Diehards” – Picnic Time!
All are welcome to join the “Friendly Diehard” members and friends for the annual indoor picnic which 
is planned for Thursday, September 11th in Haavik Hall beginning at 12:00 noon.  Make your plans to 
be present for an informal afternoon of typical picnic fare and social time with friends.  If you need 
transportation, please call the church office by Wednesday, September 10th.

“Red and Blue Tubs” for Compass Center
A big thank you from the Compass Center for all the items that have been donated in the "Blue Tub" in 
the narthex and the "Red Tub" in Haavik Hall--items such as toothpaste, brushes, deodorant, toiletries, 
twin bed sheets and mattress covers, pillowcases, coffee mugs!  All these items are needed and 
appreciated.  Keep them coming!  Just place them in the tub and we will be sure they get to the 
Compass Center.

Helen Gwinn to retire from the Newsletter Crew
After many years of collating, stapling, folding, and placing mailing labels, Helen Gwinn is stepping 
down from the monthly Newsletter mail crew.  She will be greatly missed.   Her dedication for such a 
long time has helped to keep the newsletter arriving promptly in your mail by the first of each month.  
The faithful crew of Les Phillips, Lois Thompson, and Lisa Tocher is in need of one or two new 
helpers.  The group gathers at 9:30am on the fourth Wednesday of the month in Haavik Hall and it 
takes about 1½ hours to finish the task.  Please contact Renee at the church office if you would be 
willing to help.  And thanks again, Helen… for your faithful service!
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER
Time for Quilting – Mission Projects Returns!
Ladies, it is time to look for your quilting needle as our first fall mission projects sewing day is 
Thursday, September 4th, at 10:00am in the Lower Social Hall.  We can always use more hands!  
Remember – no previous experience is required.  Making our quilts is a fast hands-on project and we 
make it fun!  All of our work makes such a worthwhile contribution to world needs.  Bring a sack lunch 
– good coffee is always provided. 
Cotton or cotton polyester blend fabric for quilts is always appreciated.  Also, any size sheets, print or 
solid color (except white) can be used.  We can also use old electric blankets.  When they are ripped 
apart, each one provides quite a bit of quilt filler.  If you need any more information, please contact 
Joan King at 206-284-5676 or Becky Burnfield at 206-784-9761.

Imagine – Saving a Life!
The Service Committee at Ballard First Lutheran Church has worked with the Puget Sound Blood 
Center to schedule a blood drive here on Wednesday, September 17th from 1pm until 7pm in Haavik 
Hall.  If you are a regular donor, make a note of this date.  If you have never given before, it is not too 
late to start!  High school students – consider starting now.  If you are 16 or 17 years old, and weigh 
at least 110 lbs. you may donate blood with a permission slip signed by a parent or guardian.

New Tenant in our Apartment
If you see a new face around Haavik Hall, it is probably Kristi Kleinbeck, the new intern at St. John 
United Lutheran Church.  Kristi will be living in the caretaker’s apartment for a year while working at 
St. John and the Lutheran Public Policy Office.  When you see her, please welcome her to Ballard 
First and Seattle.

Welcome to the new Ubuntu House LVCers
Lutheran Volunteers make a one-year commitment to work for social justice, practice a simple 
lifestyle, and live in a spiritual community.  We welcome five new Lutheran volunteers to UBUNTU 
House (the yellow house adjacent to the parking lot) and ask God’s blessing on them this year as 
they minister in various ways to people in our community. Whitney Hohman, working at Transitional 
Resources; Chris Olsen, placed at Earth Ministy; Jeffrey Reidhead, working at the Compass Center;
Sara Thomas, placed at the Defender Association; and Erin Toolis, serving at the Sanctuary Art 
Center.  

Pool Party for New LVC Volunteers
The Service Committee will be hosting a Potluck and Pool Party at Sunset West on Wednesday, 
September 3rd at 5:00pm for new LVC volunteers who will live at UBUNTU House next year, current 
LVC leaders, and past volunteers.  Everyone is invited to come share food and fellowship with the 
newest volunteers from LVC as we welcome them to Seattle.  Call Sylvia Vikingstad at 206-782-6753 
for more information and directions.

Autumn Schedule for Coffee Hour Fellowship
Autumn and back-to-school is upon us and with that comes a new chance for you to participate in the 
coffee hour each Sunday after the 10:45 service.  Please sign up on the sheet hanging on the bulletin 
board in Haavik Hall (just outside the kitchen) or bring goodies to stock our freezer and plan to 
fellowship and feast with our family and friends!

Keep those books coming for the Snohomish County Correction Facility
The Snohomish County Jail is looking for gently used paperback books to help provide a constructive 
way for those incarcerated to pass the time.  Please place your books in the box in the narthex of the 
church.  Your donations are greatly appreciated.
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FINANCIAL HISTORY REPORT                 

July 2008 Financial Report
General Fund

July
Actual

July
Budget

Year To 
Date Actual

Year To 
Date Budget

 Year To 
Date 

Variance

Envelope/
Loose Giving $17,263.73 $24,747.41 $149,623.13 $173,231.87 ($23,608.74)

Other Income $1,893.25 $8,195.51 $38,637.75 $59,793.57 ($21,155.82)

Total Income $19,156.98 $32,942.92 $188,260.88 $233,025.44 ($44,764.56)

Expenses $30,529.21 $40,323.65 $265,590.74 $291,031.60 ($25,440.86)

Surplus / 
(Loss) ($11,372.23) ($7,380.73) ($77,329.86) ($58,006.16) ($19,323.70)

Cash Balance $88,611.00

This report shows income and expenses for both the current month and year-to-date.  In addition, 
the last column shows the variance (actual vs. budget).  We are also reporting our current general 
fund balance.  We hope this helps you to better understand our overall financial situation.  If you 
have any questions or feedback, please contact: Dana Cocales, Finance Chair.

In June and July, these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission and ministry 
budget became Christ’s hands and feet in the world: participated in Habitat for Humanity, held 
a graduation ceremony for BFL Childcare children heading to kindergarten, hosted text study 
for area pastors, participated in a Confirmation Camp at Lutherwood, celebrated the ministry of 
Ed Egerdahl, hosted the Pipe Organ Encounter, participated in Ballard Seafood Fest, hosted a 
coffee hour for outgoing LVC volunteers, celebrated a year-end party for LYONS honoring 
graduating seniors, participated in Car-Free Sunday, hosted weekly summer potluck picnics, 
hosted BFL movie night and book club, financially supported the Lutheran Counseling Network 
and Plymouth Housing Group.

Capital Campaign II Update

July – 2008

Total Loan Balance as of 1/1/2008     $326,672

Month Year
Monthly 
Giving Loan Balance

January 2008 $6,765 $321,291
February 2008 $4,479 $318,087
March 2008 $14,574 $304,861

April 2088 $4,898 $301,210
May 2008 $3,617 $299.392
June 2008 $4,023 $296,082
July 2008 $4,068 $293,267

Only a part of the payment is applied to the principle.  
The rest is interest.  The monthly payment is based on 
the amount of capital campaign contributions received 
from the previous month.  Thank you for your 
continuous generous and faithful giving.
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Sunday Morning Worship Schedule

8:30am Worship + + + 10:45am Worship

Coffee Hour Fellowship following the 10:45am Service

Nursery care available throughout the morning

Special Events in September

Rally Day and the Blessing of the Backpacks

 SEPTEMBER 7TH


