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Ballard Blessings
Welcome!  Following the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, we at Ballard First Lutheran affirm the dignity and worth of all people.  We 
believe God calls us to be a community of grace, compassion, and justice.  With St. Paul, we affirm that, in Christ, “There is no longer Jew 
or Gentile, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all are one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal. 3:28)  We believe that 
the Gospel, that is, the good news of Jesus Christ, is God’s gift for all people.  Furthermore, we believe that this gift is to be shared 
unconditionally, without regard to age, race, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, socioeconomic or family status, or physical or 
mental ability.                
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 Staff 
Pastor Erik R. Wilson Weiberg
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Pastor Laurie A. Jones
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Administrator: Renee Marquez

Caretaker: Dale Pederson
Treasurer: Julie Millet
Organist: Ed Egerdahl

Interim Choir Director: Ed Egerdahl
Accompanist: Gary Arpin

 Sunday Nursery: Emily Eddy

 BFL Childcare Center 
206-784-1307

Director: Karen Hutchison

 LYONS 
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Program Assistant: Billy Bergstrom
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 Church Council 
President: Stephen Dreher

Vice President: Ryan Haugo
Secretary: Jim Cole

 Ministry Coordinators 
Childcare: Gretchen Unseth

Christian Ed.: Robyn Middleton
Evangelism: Kim Peterson

Facilities: Bernie Roach
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Finance: Dana Cocales
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Service: Sylvia Vikingstad
Stewardship: Tom Tocher

Worship and Music: Terry LaFave
Youth Coordinator: Vacant             

Dear Friends in Christ,
     Are you religious? Are you faithful? Or perhaps you are both. I think that many 
people tend to think that the terms “religion” and “faith” are different words for the 
same thing. I disagree.  
     As I see it, to be “religious” is to be associated with a group. It is to be a member of 
a mosque, synagogue, church, or temple. In other words, to be “religious” is to be 
“affiliated.” I have observed that people can even be religious without believing in God. 
I have known people who have been religious about political candidates, sports teams, 
and even family. Religious people are often very loyal. A religious person in the church 
might be heard to say, “I am involved in the church because I am going to keep the 
church doors open. Just like my parents, grandparents, and great grandparents did 
before me.” For the religious person, “church” is often associated with a place or a 
building.
     To be “faithful,” is something different. It means to be in loving relationship with 
God and neighbor. Jesus said that the two great commandments are, “Love God with all 
your heart, soul, mind, and strength,” and “Love your neighbor as yourself.” When we 
strive to do these two things I believe we are faithful. The faithful person might be 
heard to say, “I am involved with the church because it strengthens my relationships. 
The church provides me opportunity to worship God and to be strengthened to serve my 
neighbor.” Love of both God and neighbor are important. Faith is fractured when we 
love God and neglect neighbor, just as it is also fractured when we love neighbor and 
neglect God.
     Of course “being faithful” and “being religious” are not the only two choices. A 
person can be both religious and faithful. A person can also be religious without being 
faithful. Likewise, a person can be faithful without being religious. And some people 
are neither religious nor faithful.
     I believe we are at a crossroads. Our neighborhood is changing. In recent months, 
we have gained many new neighbors in Ballard with many more to come. And, while I 
do not know this for a fact, I have a very strong hunch that a lot of our new neighbors 
are not interested in religion so much as they are interested in faithfulness. So, if I am 
right about that, I believe that we will have to speak the language of faith with them 
rather than the language of religion. I believe that our future as a church rests with us 
inviting others into conversation about what it means to love God and neighbor during 
these very peculiar times in which we live. But it cannot be just talk. These times 
require that we put our faith into practice, recognizing that God’s address is not the 
corner of sixty-fifth and twentieth. God is at work in the world. 
     What then shall we do? Good question. And, sorry. I don’t have the answers myself. 
But I do sense that this congregation is at the beginning of a very long and important 
journey. As we take those first steps, let us remember to be faithful and to recognize 
this truth: While God is surely at work in the life of this congregation, God is also at 
work in the world. Let us open our minds and hearts and see what God will show us…

In Christ’s Abiding Love,                    Pastor Erik W2
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PASTORAL ACTS FOR THE MONTH OF MAY

Affirmation of Baptism
May 11, 2008

Emma Barnes, Sara Bawden, Josh Fleming, Andrew Ingham, Drew Lombardi, 
Alex Stamey, Taylor Martin, Nigel Thomas, Robin Thomas

Memorial Service                                                            Baptism
            Elsie Louise Kittelson                                           Austen Robert Schwartz

      May 3, 2008                                                                   May 18, 2008

PRAYER CONCERNS AND THANKSGIVINGS 

The following people were in our prayers during the month of May:
Sylvia Neskey-Clark (Sylvia died this past month)
Myrna Cole (wife of Jim Cole, hospitalized with both 
kidneys infected)  
Jack Criscuola (convalescing at Columbia Lutheran)
Annie Craggs Hale (mother of Bruce Hale, Annie 
died this past month)
Mike Hawkins (husband of co-worker of Kristen 
Wilson Weiberg, undergoing rehabilitation following 
cancer surgery)
Janet Hla Gyaw (aunt of Pearl Latt, childcare 
employee, recovering from surgery)
Dave Jones (brother of Pastor Laurie, diagnosed 
with esophagus cancer)
Elsie Kittelson (Elsie died this past month)
Lois Matz (aunt of Louise Thomas, paralyzed with a 
stroke)
Hulda Meidinger (health concerns)
Marv Meidinger (hospitalized with a stroke)
Daniel NayMyo (relative of Pearl Latt, childcare 
employee, health concerns)

Please call the church office monthly to update the 
prayer concerns.  Having received your reminder, we 
will gladly keep people on the list and continue our 
prayers for them.

Ron Olsen (Ron died this past month)
Pastor Rick Pribbernow (chaplain/director of 
Open Door Ministries, diagnosed with pancreatic 
cancer)
Paul Prischman (undergoing radiation treatment 
for brain cancer)
Suzanne Robbins (friend of Nancy Kirkland, 
diagnosed with cancer)
Ruth Roney (family friend of Dave Craig and 
Gaile Moe, Ruth died this past month)
Dwayne Strand (brother of Ed Strand, diagnosed 
with terminal bone marrow cancer)
Margaret Torbenson (heart concerns)
Pastor Malcolm Unseth (undergoing 
chemotherapy)
Hans Viken (convalescing at home)
Molly Yamauchi (friend of Nancy Kirkland, health 
concerns)
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JUNE SERVANT LEADERS

Acolytes
June 1 Henrik Weiberg and Maddy Barnes
June 8  Natalie McGibbon and Paris Primeau
June 15 Kila Stangeland and Taylor Hegerberg
June 22 Robin Thomas and Maddy Barnes
June 29 Andrew Ingham and Alex Stamey

Altar Care 
Month of June Pat Crum, Chris McClure, Anders Weiberg, Kristen Wilson Weiberg

Assisting Minister
June 1, 8, and 15 Mary Kay Hilmoe
June 22 and 29 Julie Weisenburger

   

Communion Assistants
June 1 Julie Stewart and Mary Kay Hilmoe
June 8  Mitch Wall and Kendall Wall
June 15 Kathy Johnson and Nick Host
June 22 Gunbjorg Ladstein and Marcia Nelson
June 29 Joanne and Jerry Shierk

Counters
June 1 Karen and Malcolm Unseth, Tina Aure
June 8 Art Haavik, Laurie and Terry McGibbon, Ellen and Geoff Wall
June 15 Bernice Chouery, Jamie Fera, Julie Weisenburger
June 22 Juliet Dickens and Ken Mingeaud, Dana and Bart Cocales
June 29 Wanda Freeman, Ramona Leer, Bev Roach

Greeters Lectors
                          June 1  Kim and Joan Peterson June 1 Rick Barnes

June 8 Farid and Bernice Chouery June 8 Kristen Wilson Weiberg
June 15 Shirley Monson and Eileen Wohlwend     June 15 Jerry Shierk
June 22 Gunbjorg Ladstein and Marcia Nelson June 22 Rhonda Stangeland
June 29 The LaFave Family June 29 Molly Barnes

Ushers
June 1 Kim Peterson and Sylvia Vikingstad
June 8 Laurie Fladhus and Eric Green, Jennifer and John Schwartz
June 15 High School Team
June 22 Art Haavik, Doug Lange, John Lombardi, Jerry Shierk 
June 29 Dave Craig and Gaile Moe

Van Drivers
June 1  Kim Peterson
June 8   Ray Gooch
June 15  Grant Ranlett
June 22  Alex Peterson
June 29  Ray Gooch
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REACHING OUT
Celebrate a Special Sunday in July
On Sunday, July 13th our congregation will celebrate a Car-Free Sunday by reducing the number of cars 
in our parking lot to give God’s creation a needed rest.  Car-Free Sunday is a program developed by 
Earth Ministry that gives us opportunity to celebrate the blessings that come from reducing our carbon 
footprint, slowing down our pace, and strengthening relationships with one another and creation.  On 
Car-Free Sunday, please consider carpooling, bicycling, walking, riding a bus, or finding some other 
creative way to travel to worship service.  On Sunday, May 18th, we recorded the baseline ratio of 
people to cars.  We will celebrate our success on July 13th when we have reduced this ratio through 
actions we have taken to lessen our use of cars that day.

Sign-up sheets for carpooling or joining each other on foot or by bicycle that day are posted starting in 
the narthex and are available at coffee hour.  In addition, if you are interested in attending a bicycle 
safety course in preparation for this day, or if you have other questions about alternatives for getting to 
church on July 13th, please contact Linda Krippner by email at lkrippner@esassoc.com or by phone at 
206-783-6124.

Think about becoming a “Friendly Visitor”
A relatively new group has been formed at Ballard First Lutheran called “The Friendly Visitors” and YOU
are invited to join us.  Our plan is to visit those who are unable to attend church regularly and who might 
enjoy seeing some friendly faces.  If you would like to join our group or would like more information 
about us, please call the church office (206-784-1306), Lois Thompson (206-783-8095), or Sharon 
Lange (206-784-0107).  Our next meeting is scheduled for Saturday, June 14th at 9:00am in Haavik Hall.

A Note from LYONS
Dear Friends in Christ,
On behalf of the youth, volunteers, Board of Directors, & Staff of LYONS I want to thank you for your 
gracious hospitality during Dinner Theatre 2008!  Your lower level fellowship hall was the perfect space 
for LYONS LAND!  We so appreciate you welcoming all of us into your church home and we were glad 
to see so many of your faces in the audience! It is a privilege to be in ministry with you!

Pastor Julie Hutson
Director, Lutheran Youth of North Seattle

Habitat for Humanity
Ballard First Lutheran, Our Redeemer's Lutheran, and LYONS invite you to join us at a Habitat for 
Humanity work week in Yakima the week of Sunday, June 22nd though Friday, June 27th.  There will be 
an informational meeting on Thursday, June 5th at 7:00pm and again on Sunday, June 8th at 4:00pm at 
Our Redeemer's (2400 NW 85th Street).  For more information, contact Larry Phillips at 206-361-9452 or 
Russ Huffstetter at 206-790-2753.

Synod Assembly News
The Northwest Washington Synod Assembly met in Everett on May 16-17. Ballard First Lutheran was 
represented by Kris Breton, Steve Dreher, Gunbjorg Ladstein, Pastor Laurie Jones, and Pastor Erik 
Wilson Weiberg. Included among resolutions passed were a shared commitment to work to end 
homelessness, a call to an end to violence and discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and 
gender identity, a memorial on the blessing of same-gender couples’ promises of lifelong fidelity, an 
initiative to engage in the ELCA’s emphasis on the “Book of Faith,” and a strategy to reach out to people 
of African descent who live within synodical boundaries. If you have questions about any of these 
matters, feel free to discuss them with members of our congregation’s delegation.
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          JUNE HIGH SCHOOL EVENTS
Thursday, June 5, 7pm                 Habitat for Humanity Orientation Meeting
If you’re planning to (or thinking about) participating in Habitat For Humanity through the 
Lutheran group going from Our Redeemer’s, you’ll find out all sorts of information about the week 
at this meeting.  Remember, LYONS will kick in half of the cost for LYONS youth who participate!  
Location: Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church (2400 NW 85th Street)

Sunday, June 8, 6:30pm-8:00pm           High School Snack Attack
Come reduce your pre-exam stress by hanging out with your friends at the Den.  There’ll be 
FOOD.  There’ll be FUN.  Where will you be?? 
Location: LYONS Den (1501 NW 90th Street)   Cost: Free!

Sunday, June 22 - Friday, June 27: Habitat for Humanity Yakima Trip
If you’re in high school, this is your chance to serve in a BIG way!  Sign up now for the Habitat For 
Humanity trip to Yakima.  LYONS will pay half your way.  

Sunday, June 29, 5:00   High School Pre-Summer Trip Time
If you’re signed up to go on the High School Summer Trip, you need to come to this short meeting 
to find out more about what we’ll be doing!  
Location: LYONS Den (1501 NW 90th Street)

JUNE MIDDLE SCHOOL EVENTS
Sunday, June 1, 6:30pm-8:00pm                 Middle School       Crown Hill Chill Olympics
After a brief delay the Crown Hill Chill Olympics are BACK ON!!  Come to the Den ready to have a 
blast playing all of your favorite games from Chill’s past…only this time the points count!  There 
are medals and other fabulous prizes!!!  
Location: LYONS Den (1501 NW 90th Street)   Cost: Free!

Sunday, June 22, 6:30pm-8:30pm      Middle School         Crown Hill Chill
School’s Out!!!  Are you bored yet?  Come hang out with your friends from LYONS…you’ll forget all 
about it!  
Location: LYONS Den (1501 NW 90th Street)    Cost: Free!

ALL LYONS EVENT
Sunday, June 29, 6:00pm   End of the Year BBQ
Come help us celebrate with our seniors and the ENTIRE LYONS group!  There’ll be a barbeque!  
There’ll be games and entertainment and a special recognition for our youth who are seniors!  See 
you there!  
Location: Crown Lutheran (1501 NW 90th Street)   Cost: Free!

 LYONS
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FROM OUR CHILDCARE DIRECTOR 
    We had another successful Silent Auction this year, with a good turn out.  I 
even saw a few BFL members there!  Thanks for attending. �-  We made a 
profit of $4700 this year, and we are most likely going to move forward in 
getting a commercial under the counter dishwasher with the funds.

     Our Pre-K classroom will be having a "Graduation Ceremony" on Friday, 
June 13th .  They are very proud of the songs they've learned and will be 
sharing with family and friends!  This year the parents even requested caps 
and gowns, so we're going all out!  It should be a delightful event. �-

Happy Summer?

Ms. Karen & Staff

SUMMER NEWSLETTER SCHEDULE

In an effort to be good stewards of our resources, and 
because the summer months typically are not as busy, 
we will publish one combined newsletter for the 
months of July and August.  This newsletter will be 
mailed on Wednesday, June 25th, so the deadline to 
get items in to the church office will be Friday, June 
20th.  Be looking ahead at dates and other events in 
August, so you don’t miss getting your information out 
to households in a timely manner.  Thank you to 
everyone for their cooperation in this matter.

GRAB YOUR PICNIC BASKETS!

It will be summer soon and time for picnics!  BFL is 
planning mid-week potluck picnics during July and 
August.  Come after work for food, fun, and fellowship 
with your church family.  All ages welcome.  More 
information will be available later, but call co-chairs 
Joan and Kim Peterson at 789-7447 if you'd like to get 
in on the planning.

A NOTE FROM ERIN HORNE

Erin writes that she graduated from seminary in May
and is spending the summer in Seattle.  She plans to 
return to school at Berkeley in September for another 
degree. She will try to stop by for a visit to BFL 
sometime this summer.

Directory Updates

Please make the following changes in your 
church directory and call the church office 
when there is a change in your address or 
phone number.

Erin Horne
1300 Delaware St.

 #36
Berkeley, CA   94702

Ethel King
Norse Home

5311 Phinney Ave. N.
Seattle, WA   98103

206-781-7541

David Parisi
220 NE 175th St.

Shoreline, WA   98155

Alina Spokes
2338 Franklin Street

#6
San Francisco, CA   94123
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER
  
Parking Lot Re-paving
Our parking lot is scheduled to be repaved on Monday, June 16th and Tuesday, June 17th.  The 
parking lot will be closed those two days, with parking available on the street.

I CARE FOR JUNE
The I CARE offering for June will be received on Sunday, June 22nd and the recipient will be the
Lutheran Counseling Network.  The mission statement of the Lutheran Counseling Network’s 
professional therapists is to be instruments of God’s grace, bringing hope and healing to individuals, 
couples, and families in church congregations and in the broader community.  LCN’s vision is “Healthy 
Individuals thriving emotionally, relationally, and spiritually.”  LCN has 13 professional therapists 
serving clients in 23 offices located in Lutheran congregations between Bellingham and Auburn.  In 
addition to psychological training, all are able to work with clients on the faith/spiritual dimensions of 
their lives as well. 

Lutheran Counseling Network provides individuals, couples, and family counseling, as well as pre-
marital workshops, other educational workshops, and consultation to pastors and congregations.  LCN 
is an extension of the ministry of the church, endorsed by the ELCA.  Many Lutheran pastors refer 
parishioners and others to LCN for care.  Clients are referred for a variety of reasons: depression, 
anxiety, grief and loss, work or life transitions, relationship issues, experiences of abuse or violence, 
or parenting and other family issues.  Some congregations appoint a representative to serve as a 
liaison or on the LCN Board of Directors.  Many congregations provide financial support through 
donations, which helps enable the Lutheran Counseling Network to provide care to people who need a 
discounted fee.  About 25% of the clients at LCN pay less than ½ the standard fee for counseling.  It is 
through the generosity of congregations like ours that this becomes possible.  Your I CARE 
contributions will go to help provide care to people who need it.  Please be generous on Sunday, June 
22nd.

“Red and Blue Tubs” for Compass Center
A big thank you from the Compass Center for all the items that have been donated in the "Blue Tub" in 
the narthex and the "Red Tub" in Haavik Hall--items such as toothpaste, brushes, deodorant, toiletries, 
twin bed sheets and mattress covers, pillowcases, coffee mugs!  All these items are needed and 
appreciated.  Keep them coming!  Just place them in the tub and we will be sure they get to the 
Compass Center.
Thank you also to those who prepared and served dinner at the Compass Center on April 16th for
about 80 appreciative people.  Thanks for the donations of cookies and bread which were enjoyed 
with spaghetti and salad and ice cream.

Congratulations to BFL High School Seniors
The following young people from Ballard First Lutheran Church will be graduating from high school 
this year: Ivy Gooch, Bjorn Haugen, Bonnie Hilmoe, and Mike Vigil.  God bless you and good luck in 
all of your future endeavors.  Don’t forget – you always have a church home here at BFL!

Jean Vanier in Seattle
Jean Vanier, the founder of L’Arche, will be giving a free public talk on Sunday, June 22nd, at St. 
James Cathedral (804 9th Avenue, Seattle) at 7:30 p.m. Vanier is one of the world’s great teachers 
about intentional, diverse community. Hearing him will be a great help to us all.
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER
Coffee Hour Fellowship
Summer is upon us and there will be a chance for you to participate in the coffee hour each Sunday 
between the 8:30 and the 10:45 services.  Please sign up on the sheet hanging on the bulletin board 
in Haavik Hall or bring goodies to stock our freezer and plan to fellowship with our family and friends!

A Word from Mission Projects 
Another fantastic year of Thursdays!  A couple dozen hands have sewn sixty quilts for Lutheran 
World Relief.  A big thank-you to the members who met twice a month from September through May, 
faithfully sewing for others:  Helen Brooks, Becky Burnfield, Ruth Crum, Wanda Freeman, Klara 
Hofstad, Ethel King, Joan King, Shirley Monson, Mim Sheldahl, Lois Thompson, Margaret Torbenson, 
and Eileen Wohlwend.  

A special thank you to Becky Burnfield and Les Phillips for boxing and delivering the quilts to Our 
Redeemer’s Lutheran Church for shipment.

An empty space around our sewing table is realized to be for our beloved sister, Helen Brooks.  She 
is greatly missed.  We loved her well and know she is with our Lord.

We hope to enjoy a relaxing summer vacation, while looking forward to September and another year 
of work, laughter, and stories.  

                                                                             Co-Chairs:  Joan King and Shirley Monson

The Compass Center Annual Meeting – by Joan Peterson
I had the privilege of representing our church at the Annual Members Meeting of The Compass 
Center on March 2.  What a great service this is for homeless  men, women and children.  It's 
not just "the Lutheran shelter" in Pioneer Square anymore.  There are now 15  locations in the Puget 
Sound area, from the more traditional emergency overnight services to transitional accommodations 
in apartments and individual houses and special services for veterans in need. They even ended the 
last fiscal year with a SURPLUS (!), thanks to a generous bequest that will form an Emergency Fund 
for future needs.  They need our continuing support, in our prayers, our financial giving and our 
volunteer talents.  I think they deserve all three.  Congratulations, Compass Center.

Imagine – Saving a Life!
The Service Committee at Ballard First Lutheran Church has worked with the Puget Sound Blood 
Center to schedule a blood drive here on Wednesday, September 17th from 1pm until 7pm in Haavik 
Hall.  If you are a regular donor, make a note of this date.  If you have never given before, it is not too 
late to start!  High school students – consider starting now.  If you are 16 or 17 years old, you may 
give with a permission slip signed by a parent or guardian.

Ubuntu House LVCers Farewell Coffee Hour
We say “Good-Bye” to another wonderful group of Lutheran Volunteers living in UBUNTU House 
while making a commitment to work for social justice, practice a simple lifestyle, and live in a spiritual 
community.  Join us on Sunday, July 13th as Service Committee hosts the Coffee Hour to bid 
“Godspeed” to Ashley Reiman, Kaitlin Torgerson, Danielle Torre, and Caroline VanderHaar.  We 
thank them for the ways they ministered to God’s people in various ways in our community and we 
ask God to continue to bless them as they continue to do God’s work.

A Request from the Snohomish County Correction Facility
The Snohomish County Jail is looking for gently used paperback books to help provide a constructive 
way for the incarcerated to pass the time.  Please place your books in the box in the narthex of the 
church.  Your donations are greatly appreciated.
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FINANCIAL HISTORY REPORT                 

April 2008 Financial Report
General Fund

April
Actual

April
Budget

Year To 
Date Actual

Year To 
Date Budget

 Year To 
Date 

Variance

Envelope/
Loose Giving $15,534.75 $24,747.41 $83,547.90 $98,989.64 ($15,441.74)

Other Income $4,771.25 $8,208.01 $22,528.42 $35,207.04 ($12,678.62)

Total Income $20,306.00 $32,955.42 $106,076.32 $134,196.68 ($28,120.36)

Expenses $39,335.89 $42,084.86 $159,590.13 $168,499.44 ($8,909.31)

Surplus / 
(Loss) ($19,029.89) ($9,129.44) ($53,513.81) ($34,302.76) ($19,211.05)

Cash Balance $117,475.00

Each month, this report will show income and expenses for both the current month and year to date.  
In addition, the last column shows the variance (actual – budget).  We are also reporting our current 
general fund balance.  We hope this helps you to better understand our overall financial situation.  If 
you have any questions or feedback, please contact your Finance Committee members.

In April, these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission and ministry budget became 
Christ’s hands and feet in the world: hosted LYONS Dinner Theatre rehearsals and performances, held a 
confirmation retreat at Camp Huston, provided a dinner for the Compass Center, held weekly noontime 
and evening Bible studies, provided space for weekly text study for area pastors, financially supported the 
Compass Center through I CARE, sewed quilts for Mission Projects, provided space for weekly AA and 
Al-Anon 12 step meetings.

Capital Campaign II Update

April – 2008

Total Loan Balance as of 1/1/2008     $326,672

Month Year
Monthly 
Giving Loan Balance

January 2008 $6,765 $321,291
February 2008 $4,479 $318,087
March 2008 $14,574 $304,861
April 2088 $4,898 $301,210

Only a part of the payment is applied to the principle.  
The rest is interest.  The monthly payment is based on 
the amount of capital campaign contributions received 
from the previous month.  Thank you for your 
continuous generous and faithful giving.
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Sunday Morning Summer Worship Schedule

8:30am Worship  + + +  9:30am Coffee Hour + + + 10:45am Worship

Nursery care available throughout the morning

Special Events in June

June 1st – Recognition of Ed Egerdahl’s 25+ years of service

June 29th – LYONS BBQ and High School Senior Recognition
Bergstrom Scholarship Awards will be announced


