Ballard Blessings

mental ability.

Welcome! Following the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, we at Ballard First Lutheran affirm the dignity and worth of all people. We
believe God calls us to be a community of grace, compassion, and justice. With St. Paul, we affirm that, in Christ, “There is no longer Jew
or Gentile, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all are one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal. 3:28) We believe that
the Gospel, that is, the good news of Jesus Christ, is God’s gift for all people. Furthermore, we believe that this gift is to be shared
unconditionally, without regard to age, race, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, socioeconomic or family status, or physical or
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

On the pages of this issue of the Ballard Blessings you can read about a variety of
upcoming events in Our Life Together. I'd like to highlight a few of these for you now.

Our mid-week Bible Study on Joseph continues each of the Wednesdays in May with
a “Bring your own brown-bag lunch” at noon and also a “Drop-in Dinner and Fellowship”
for the whole family each evening between 6-6:45, followed by Bible Study for the grown-
ups and supervised Childcare for the children. Our evening concludes with a brief closing
litany at 8:15 p.m.

On the evening of May 9, beginning at 5:30 p.m., we have a wonderful opportunity to
support our Childcare Center ministry and staff as we mingle with the families the Center
serves at the annual “Pasta Bar Dinner and Auction.” This year the funds raised at the
auction will be used to purchase a commercial dishwasher for the center. Every year
there is a wide range of truly exceptional items to bid on—really exceptionally great
bargains—everything from Mariner’s tickets to gift certificates for some of the really
happening places in Ballard. Come check it out...maybe you'll find a special gift for that
special someone in your life... just in time for Mother’s Day!

On Pentecost Sunday, May 11, nine of our young people: Emma Barnes, Sara
Bawden, Josh Fleming, Andrew Ingham, Drew Lombardi, Alex Stamey, Taylor Martin,
Nigel Thomas, and Robin Thomas will be taking a big step in their faith journey as they
affirm the covenant God made with each of them in Holy Baptism. The entire
congregation is invited to celebrate with them at a Dessert Reception in their honor on
Saturday, May 10 at 7:00 p.m. That evening we will gather in Haavik Hall where each of
the youth will share their faith statements. The next morning at the 10:45 worship service
we celebrate the Affirmation of Baptism for these fine youth. (Consider wearing “RED” for
Pentecost!)

Our NW WA Synod Assembly will be held May 16-17 at the Lynnwood Convention
Center. Voting delegates from our congregation will be representing us as they
participate in worship, plenary sessions, and attend to and celebrate the mission and
ministry we share with our brothers and sisters from ELCA congregations throughout
Western Washington.

Finally, | want to highlight that on Sunday, May 18, we will give thanks to God for our
Sunday School Teachers and Leaders who have so faithfully served in our Education
Ministry this year and for the children and youth of our congregation who are such a
blessing to us all. That morning we'll also celebrate the baptism of Austen Robert
Schwartz, son of John and Jennifer, brother of Jackson.

In Christ’s Abiding Love,
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PASTORAL ACTS FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL
Baptisms

Nathan George Coble
April 6, 2008

Lyndsey Jean Zahnow
April 6, 2008

Memorial Service

Helen Brooks
April 17, 2008

Wedding
Anna Lwanga and Matt Henriksen
April 20, 2008

PRAYER CONCERNS AND THANKSGIVINGS

The following people were in our prayers during the month of April:

Claudine Amarasinghe (sister-in-law of Bridget
Seneviratne, one of our childcare employees,
Claudine died this past month)

Lee Boman (friend of Nancy Kirkland, Lee died this
past monthdiagnosed with cancer)

Helen Brooks (Helen died this past month)

Ruth Crum (health concerns)

Bea Haavik (recuperating from surgery)

Jeremy Hanson (great-grandson of Naomi Briest,
health concerns)

Dorothy Harshman (friend of Bea Haavik and
Bertha Davis, Dorothy died this past month)

Mike Hawkins (husband of co-worker of Kristen
Wilson Weiberg, undergoing rehabilitation following
cancer surgery)

Janet Hla Gyaw (aunt of Pearl Latt, childcare
employee, upcoming surgery)

Dave Jones (brother of Pastor Laurie, diagnosed
with esophagus cancer)

Ken Mingeaud (health concerns)

Daniel NayMyo (relative of Pearl Latt, childcare
employee, health concerns)

Olav Olsoy (father of John Olsoy, Olav died this past
month)

Please call the church office monthly to update the
prayer concerns. Having received your reminder, we
will gladly keep people on the list and continue our
prayers for them.
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Harold Peterson (at home, recovering from a
heart procedure)

Lloyd Peterson (Lloyd died this past month)
Pastor Rick Pribbernow (chaplain/director of
Open Door Ministries, diagnosed with pancreatic
cancer)

Paul Prischman (diagnosed with brain cancer)
Margaret Ranlett (mother of Grant Ranlett,
Margaret died this past month)

Danielle Reagan (cousin of Alexis Chouery,
cancer)

Suzanne Robbins (friend of Nancy Kirkland,
diagnosed with cancer)

Helen Spradley (mother of Raelyn Phillips, Helen
died this past month)

Dwayne Strand (brother of Ed Strand, diagnosed
with terminal bone marrow cancer)

Pastor Malcolm Unseth (undergoing

chemotherapy)
Molly Yamauchi (friend of Nancy Kirkland, health
concerns)
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MAY SERVANT LEADERS

Acolytes

May 4 Natalie McGibbon and Paris Primeau

May 11 Maddy Barnes, Frineau Wang; Crucifer, Henrik Weiberg
May 18 Kila Stangeland and Taylor Hegerberg

May 25 Andrew Ingham and Alex Stamey

Altar Care

Month of May Joanne Shierk, Marcia Nelson, Tina Aure

Assisting Minister
May 4 and 11 Dale Pederson
May 18 and 25 Julie Weisenburger

Communion Assistants

May 4 Kendall and Mitch Wall

May 11 Skylar TurnerJerry and Anders Weiberg Joanne Shierk

May 18 Gunbjorg Ladstein and Marcia Nelson

May 25 Jerry and Joanne Shierk

Counters

May 4 Art Haavik, Ellen and Geoff Wall, Laurie and Terry McGibbon
May 11 Bernice Chouery, Jamie Fera, Julie Weisenburger

May 18 Juliet Dickens and Ken Mingeaud, Dana and Bart Cocales
May 25 Wanda Freeman, Ramona Leer, Bev Roach

Greeters Lectors

May 4 Kim and Joan Peterson May 4  Jerry Shierk
May 11  Farid and Bernice Chouery May 11 Drew Lombardi, Taylor Martin
May 18  Shirley Monson and Eileen Wohlwend ~ May 18 Kathy Johnson
May 25 The LaFave Family May 25 Kris Breton
Ushers

May 4 Art Haavik, Doug Lange, John Lombardi, Jerry Shierk

May 11 Dave Craig and Gaile Moe, Laurie Fladhus and Eric Green
May 18 Terje Stangeland, Cathi Unseth, Erik Wold, Ray Gooch

May 25 Gunbjorg Ladstein, Marcia Nelson, Dave Hilmoe

Van Drivers

May 4 Dave Hilmoe

May 11 Grant Ranlett

May 18 Alex Peterson

May 25 Ray Gooch
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER

A Special Invitation to Members of Ballard First Lutheran Church

In celebration and thankfulness for the rich tradition of musical ministry at Ballard First Lutheran and as
we look forward to the future of this vital ministry, the choir director search committee values your input.
We invite the congregation to 2 brainstorming sessions on the music ministry of BFL, both held on
Sunday, May 4™ The first session will be held at 9:30am during the Adult Education Hour and the
second during coffee hour following the 10:45am service. Make sure to bring your ideas! Please feel to
call any one of us with your questions or comments.

In Christ's Service,

Terry LaFave and Carrie Fischer (co-chairs)
Hope Haugen, Gunbjorg Ladstein, Pastor Erik, Pastor Laurie

Directory Updates!

Please update your directory with the following additions and changes:

Bev and Bernie Roach Wendy Brooks
16101 Bothell-Everett Highway 18215 Linden Ave. North
Unit H-6 Shoreline, WA 98133

Mill Creek, WA 98012
425-585-0630

kLittle Red Tub” still collects for Compass Center
Here is a place to donate items for the Compass Center. What do they need?

* new or gently used towels and washcloths
s twin bed sheets and pillowcases

* hygiene items

% men's and women's deodorant

++ hand lotion

s tooth brushes and tooth paste

Just place these items in the tub and we will be sure they get to the Compass Center

Items needed for LATCH residents
It is that time again! If you happen to be “Spring Cleaning,” here is a short list of requests from residents.

e Twin size mattress and box spring with basic frame to keep it off the ground (no frame w/ head
and foot board needed)

Vacuum cleaner

Electric dryer

Crib

Commode chair (a resident has to have knee replacement surgery but her bathroom is on the 2
floor of her unit)

e Book shelf

As always please remember that we can only accept items in good condition, with no stains, rips, or
tears. If you can help with any items, please call Molly Pencke at 206-789-1536 or email:
molly@latch.org.
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LYONS

“ﬁ‘,‘fi‘n : Lutheran Youth of Mosth Sasttle

LUTHERAN YOUTH OF RORTH SEATTLE

High School Events

Wednesday, May 7 ™ ....University of Washington ~ 5:00-7:30

“When | Go To College Do | Have to Go to Church? or What's Campus Ministry All About?”

All High School youth are invited to an evening with the Campus Ministry folks at the Covenant
House. We’ll worship together and EAT together and hang out together, talking about college life!

Even if college is still a couple of years away, come join us for this event!

We’'ll meet at the Den at 5:00 and return to the Den at 7:30. We’'ll ride to UW in a CHURCH VAN!!

Cost: Free

Sunday, May 18 ™...... Whirly Ball ~ 5:00-8:30pm

Let's play Whirly Ball'! Don’t miss out on this evening of ALL OUT FUN!!

We’'ll meet at the Den at 5:00 SHARP, and head out to Edmonds for game time!
Cost: $20.

Middle School Events

Sunday, May 4, 6:30-8:00pm Crown Hill Chill!

This is a special “early summer” Chill! So you will not want to miss it! We will be hanging out, playing
games, and having a preview of our big summer event, Camp LYONS! And it is a Chill, so of course,
it will rock your socks clean off! Be there.

Cost: Free

Location: LYONS Den, 1501 NW 90 " St

Sunday, May 11, Mothers Day!

It's the day of celebrating Moms, so there is no LYONS event. Instead, we challenge you to do
something extra special for your Mom, after all, they do special things for us every day!

Cost: Love

Location: With your Mom

Sunday, May 18, 6:30-8:00pm Crown Hill Chill Olympics!

This is it. The event that is the culmination of every Crown Hill Chill that has come before it. A
competition like no other competition found on this earth (except for the Olympics). How can you
miss an event where all of the classic Chill games will be played for keeps?! Answer- You can't. Last
years version was great, and this one promises to be even better! Complete with fabulous prizes
and medal ceremonies...

Cost: Free

Location: LYONS Den, 1501 NW 90 ™ St.
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FROM OUR CHILDCARE DIRECTOR

Come one, come all. Where? To the Lower Social Hall! Our annual Silent Auction and
Dinner will be Friday, May 9 ™ at 5:30pm. The Board members of BFLCC will be preparing a
pasta bar, garlic bread, and salad for your enjoyment. We will accept donations for
dinner at the door.

To name a few of the items that will be bid on, we have: Gift Certificates to : Ballard
Brothers Burgers, Corry's Fine Dry Cleaning, Duke's Chowder House, Family Fun Center,
Interbay Family Golf, Laura Bee Designs, Museum of Flight, and the Olympic Athletic Club
to name a few! We will also have theme baskets from each classroom: Coffee Basket,
Relaxing Evening Basket, Gardening Basket, Arts & Crafts Basket, Baby Basket, & Kitchen
Basket are some.

We would love to have you join us if you are able. It's a whole family event, with
children's auction tables for up to age 12, full of fun affordable toys as well. © Hope to
see you there!

God's Blessings,

Ms. Karen & Staff

“Thank you’s from the community”
_“Thank you to the members of Ballard First Lutheran Church, Seattle, from the Northwest Washington
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. In grateful appreciation for giving $23,175 in
2007 for Mission Support beyond the congregation for synodical and churchwide ministries of the
ELCA.

Reverend Mark S. Hanson Reverend Wm. Chris Boerger
Presiding Bishop, ELCA Synod Bishop, ELCA

“Dear Ballard First Lutheran Church,

We know that you value the work of Lutheran Volunteer Corps (LVC). Your gift of $3,378.02 is an
affirmation of that fact, and for that we want to thank you. With your support we are uniting more
talented, full-time volunteers to work with justice and peace organizations.

In addition to providing valuable service and savings to the social justice organizations, LVC
placement and their communities change the lives of the LVC volunteers. A year in LVC motivates and
enables LVC alumni to be leaders in their faith communities and workplaces, families and
neighborhoods. Year after year we hear stories from LVC alumni and those they know that prove a
year with LVC leads to a lifetime of commitment to build community, work for justice, and live simply
and sustainably.

Your financial support makes a significance difference. By supporting LVC you are making it
possible for current and future LVC volunteers to build more inclusive communities where people can
live with dignity. With your support, LVC volunteers and placements offer the hope of another child
educated, another family given a meal, and another act of violence prevented. Thank you so much for
all you do!”

In peace and service,
Elizabeth C. Herr
Development and Communications Director
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER

The “Friendly Diehards” Rachel Circle
Thursday, May 8* Tuesday, May 20
1:00pm in Haavik Hall 7:00pm

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: CONFIRMATION SUNDAY IS MAY 11™

The following young people will be confirmed at the 10:45 a.m. service on Pentecost Sunday, May 11:
Emma Barnes, Sara Bawden, Josh Fleming, Andrew Ingham, Drew Lombardi, Taylor Martin, Alex
Stamey, Nigel Thomas, and Robin Thomas. A dessert reception in their honor will be held at 7 p.m.
on Saturday, May 10" in Haavik Hall. All are welcome. Please keep our confirmands in your prayers
as they prepare to share their faith statements and publicly affirm their baptismal covenant.

SPRING INTO SUMMER: SUNDAY SCHOOL AND SUMMER WORSHIP

This year's Sunday School classes will conclude on May 18™. While the Sunday School goes on
hiatus, the worship schedule remains the same. Worship services will continue to be held at 8:30 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m. each Sunday. Please note, however: The coffee hour schedule will change during
the summer months. Beginning on Sunday, May 25M (Memorial Day Weekend) and continuing
through Sunday, August 31% (Labor Day Weekend), coffee hour will be held between services rather
than after the 10:45 a.m. service. Plan on enjoying food and fellowship after or before worship! And by
all means, please feel free to sign-up to host one of these summer coffee hours!

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR FAITH TEACHERS AND LEADERS

On Sunday May 18™ we will celebrate the conclusion of another year of education classes under the
theme:”Discovering the Treasure of God’s love.” Many thanks to our teachers and leaders and all
who taught our Block Classes and led our All Age Activities.

Pre-K / Kindergarten: Beth Orme, Erika Liska, Kari Fera

Grades 1-3: Mary Kay Hilmoe, Sara Bawden

Grades 4-5: Sue Clauson, Gayle Solberg

Middle School: Alina Spokes, Chris and Olivia Bloomquist

High School: Pastor Erik and Jana Prothman

Adults: Pastor Erik and Pastor Laurie

Block Classes and Triple “A” Sundays: Ursula Bawden, Emily Eddy, Hope Haugen, Ryan Haugo,
Rheta Rabe, Kristen Wilson Weiberg, Pastor Erik, Pastor Laurie

1 CARE FOR MAY

| CARE SUNDAY is May 25" and the recipient this month is the Lutheran Campus Ministry and
Covenant House on the University of Washington campus. For over 50 years, contributions from
congregations like ours have supported this ministry and have helped to finance college students
attending conferences and mission trips. Our monetary gifts also help with special facility needs and
various mailings. When you help with a donation, you are helping support the ministry needs of
students at the University, many of whom go on to become future leaders in our congregations. Many
thanks for your generosity to this worthwhile ministry.

Service Project with Habitat for Humanity

Ballard First Lutheran and Our Redeemer's Lutheran invite you to join us at a Habitat for Humanity
work week in Yakima Sun., June 22™ — Fri., June 27™. If you have questions or would like more
information on this week of building homes for low-income families, please contact Russ Huffstetter at
206-790-2753. Youth, age 16 and older: This is a great opportunity to earn service hours for school.
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REACHING OUT TO OTHERS

From Charity to Justice
by Kris Breton

“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour”

Hunger, poverty, drought, Third World debt, global warming, and homelessness are all urgent,
real problems that also feel completely overwhelming, and, if we're honest, disconnected from our
daily lives. But on March 29" the NW Synod Hunger Team and Trinity Lutheran Church in
Lynnwood hosted an event called “From Charity to Justice” that brought together organizations that
have made it their mission to wrestle with these problems. They came to the conference to educate
us about the root causes of these issues, how we are connected to the people who are suffering,
and how we can help them. Our worship leader for the day, Pastor George Johnson, hoped that the
day would “inspire and disturb” us enough to lead us to make a commitment to justice. Pastor
Johnson talked about his experience in Latin America where he discovered that the favorite Bible
verse of most people he met was the Magnificat, Mary’s song in the first chapter of Luke, a song we
rarely hear. She sings that “he has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty.”
To people who have so little and are exploited by larger countries, Mary’s song gives them hope
because it tells them that the nature of God is to bring justice to the poor. Pastor Johnson hoped
that for us, who are more comfortable, that Mary’s song would inspire us to develop a social
conscience that would drive us to seek justice also.

Rick Steves followed as the keynote speaker and tied together his experiences as a traveler and
as an advocate with Bread for the World with the groups represented at the conference. He
described the toll that debt payments to wealthy nations and our demand for cheap goods take on
developing countries and encouraged us to support the work of Jubilee USA and the Fair Trade
movement. He compared how we value our time with our children, but may be unaware that in
Africa, women spend their whole day walking to get enough water to keep their children alive. He
pointed out that as a church, we have the wealth to help the people who are suffering right now and
we need to use our voices and resources to do that.

Here is a list of organizations that hosted workshops and had displays. Please go to the website
of a group that works on an issue that concerns you to get more information. You may also contact
the organizers of the conference - Kristie Neklason or Carol Wall - at worldhunger@lutheransnw.org.
(Kris Breton, Gaile Moe, Jerry Shierk, and Pastor Erik attended the event for BFL.)

Bread for the World www.bread.org Advocacy on Hunger issues
Earth Ministries www.earthministry.org Environmental Issues
ELCA World Hunger Appeal www.elca.org/hunger Disaster and Hunger Relief
Esperanza www.esperanza.org House Building in Tijuana
Fair Trade Resource Network www.fairtraderesource.org Fair Trade Goods

Grameen Technology Center www.grameenfoundation.org Microfinance

Interfaith Task Force on Homelessness www.itfhomeless.org Homelessness in Washington
Lutheran Public Policy Office www.|ppowa.org Ministry of Advocacy
Jubilee USA www.jubileeusa.org Debt Forgiveness

The One Campaign www.one.org Ending Global Poverty
Rabuor Village Project in Africa www.rabuorvillageproject.org  Poverty/HIV/AIDS
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FINANCIAL HISTORY REPORT

March March
Actual Budget

Envelope/
Loose Giving $28,253.80 $24,747 .41

Other Income $7,924.00 $10,583.01

Total Income $36,177.80 $35,330.42

Expenses $40,810.91  $42,234.86
Surplus /
(Loss) ($4,633.11)  ($6,904.44)

Cash Balance $137,058.00

March 2008 Financial Report
General Fund

Each month, this report will show income and expenses for both the current month and year to date.
In addition, the last column shows the variance (actual — budget). We are also reporting our current
general fund balance. We hope this helps you to better understand our overall financial situation. If
you have any questions or feedback, please contact your Finance Committee members.

Year To
Year To Year To Date
Date Actual Date Budget  Variance
$68,013.15  $74,242.23 ($6,229.08)
$17,757.17  $26,999.43  ($9,242.26)
$85,770.32 $101,241.66 ($15,471.34)

$120,254.24 $126,414.58 ($6,160.34)

($34,483.92) ($25,172.92) ($9,311.00)

In March, these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission and ministry budget became
Christ’s hands and feet in the world: concluded Wednesday Lenten worship services and soup, held Holy
Week worship services, hosted the youth-sponsored Easter Pancake Breakfast, provided space for
LYONS Middle School Lock-In, held a BFL Movie Night, hosted 80" Annual Blessing of the Fleet, held
a BFL clean-up day, financially supported LATCH, continued BFL Book Club meetings, provided space
for text study for area pastors, held confirmation classes.

Capital Campaign II Update

March — 2008

Total Loan Balance as of 1/1/2008 $326,672

Monthly
Month Year Giving Loan Balance
January 2008 $6,765 $321,291
February 2008 $4,479 $318,087

March 2008 $14,574 $304,861

Only a part of the payment is applied to the principle.
The rest is interest. The monthly payment is based on
the amount of capital campaign contributions received
from the previous month. Thank you for your
continuous generous and faithful giving.
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Sunday Morning Worship Schedule

8:30am Worship + + + 9:30am Education Hour + + + 10:45am Worship

Nursery care available throughout the morning

Special Events in May

Childcare Dinner and Auction: Friday, May 9 " — 5:30 p.m.
Confirmation Dessert Reception: Saturday, May 10 ™ — 7:00 p.m.
Rite of Confirmation: Pentecost Sunday, May 11 " - 10:45am Worship Service

Summer Schedule begins on May 25"
(same worship schedule only with coffee hour fellowship between services)
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