Ballard Blessings

mental ability.

Welcome! Following the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, we at Ballard First Lutheran affirm the dignity and worth of all people. We
believe God calls us to be a community of grace, compassion, and justice. With St. Paul, we affirm that, in Christ, “There is no longer Jew
or Gentile, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all are one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal. 3:28) We believe that
the Gospel, that is, the good news of Jesus Christ, is God’s gift for all people. Furthermore, we believe that this gift is to be shared
unconditionally, without regard to age, race, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, socioeconomic or family status, or physical or
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Dear Friends in Christ,

‘| don’t do Bible study. Bible study is for religious people.” Have you ever thought
that? If so, you are probably not the only member of our congregation who has. So what
would it take to get you to come to a Bible study? Food? A more earthly — maybe even
racy - story? Relevance? Child care for your children? How about all of the above?

Beginning on Wednesday, April 16, we are offering a new Bible Study at Ballard First
Lutheran. We think it will be all of the above and more. Food will be served. Child care
will be offered. And: The Bible study will be based on one story from the Bible. But not
just any story. This is an epic story. It is an earthly story. You might even describe is as
racy. It has all of the elements of a good novel or mini-series: Family Favoritism.
Betrayal. Violence. Sex. Wild Dreams. Jealousy. Imprisonment. Death. Mistaken identity.
Injustice. A Family Wrenched Apart. Two journeys. Catastrophe. And — as with any great
epic — Redemption. It is the story of Joseph. While it is an ancient story, it is a story that
could be, as they say, “ripped from today’s headlines.” And, as with so many of the great,
epic stories, this one happens in the context of a single family whose destiny becomes
inextricably bound up with the fate of the whole world.

Why this story? We believe that this is an important time in the life of our
congregation. We believe that we are at a crossroads. Like all families and communities:
We are always tempted to look inward and to keep a closed circle. But the Joseph story
is about how a family — a community — widened its circle, eventually becoming a blessing
to the world. As we ponder the future of this congregation, we believe it wise for us to
ponder this question: “How can we serve as a blessing outside of our circle?” “How can
we open our circle?” and “How can we become more inextricably bound up with the fate
of our community?” We hope this Bible study will generate discussion, and dreaming,
about how we might do that.

So here is what we have planned. Beginning on Wednesday, April 16, and for seven
subsequent Wednesdays, we will offer a “Drop-In Dinner” in Haavik Hall at 6:00 p.m.
Meals will be very simple (salad bar, taco bar, build your own subway sandwich, etc.). At
6:45 p.m., children will go to age appropriate childcare and adults will remain for Bible
Study. We will wrap up at 8:15 p.m. A simple brown bag lunch Bible study on the same
themes will also be offered at noon on each of those days (minus the child care). Won't
you join us?

In Christ's Love,

Pastor Laurie A. Jones Pastor Erik R. Wilson Weiberg
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PASTORAL ACTS FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH

Memorial Service

Donald Orvin Holm
March 7, 2008

PRAYER CONCERNS AND THANKSGIVINGS

The following people were in our prayers during the month of March:

Margaret Abrahamsen from
surgery)

Claudine Amarasinghe (sister-in-law of Bridget
Seneviratne, one of our childcare employees,
Claudine has been diagnosed with cancer)

Lee Boman (friend of Nancy Kirkland, health
concerns)

Jennifer Hale (recovering from knee surgery)
Dorothy Harshman (friend of Bea Haavik and
Bertha Davis, suffered massive stroke)

Mike Hawkins (husband of co-worker of Kristen
Wilson Weiberg, undergoing rehabilitation following

cancer surgery)

(recovering eye

Don Holm (husband of Jan, Don died this past
month)
Leo Olbu (co-worker of Joan Peterson, health
issues)

Please call the church office monthly to update the
prayer concerns. Having received your reminder, we
will gladly keep people on the list and continue our
prayers for them.

Due to the Hospital Information Patient Privacy Act,
we must be very careful about publicizing the names
of individuals and the related health issues. Before
putting someone on the prayer list, please make sure
that person has given permission to have his or her
name printed in our bulletin. We definitely want to
keep these people in our prayers, yet we want to be
sensitive to privacy matters that may arise because
of it. Thank you for helping us to maintain our prayer
concerns in a respectful manner.
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Harold Peterson (at home, recovering from a
heart procedure)

Pastor Rick Pribbernow (chaplain/director of
Open Door Ministries, diagnosed with pancreatic
cancer)

Danielle Reagan
cancer)

Suzanne Robbins (friend of Nancy Kirkland,
diagnosed with cancer)

Esther Stjerne (sister of Bertha Davis, Esther
died this past month)

Dwayne Strand (brother of Ed Strand, diagnosed
with terminal bone marrow cancer)
Pastor Maicolm Unseth

(cousin of Alexis Chouery,

(undergoing

chemotherapy)
Molly Yamauchi (friend of Nancy Kirkland, health
concerns)
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APRIL SERVANT LEADERS

Acolytes

April 6 Maddy Barnes and Robin Thomas

April 13 Kila Stangeland and Taylor Hegerberg

April 20 Henrik Weiberg and Freneau Wang

April 27 Steven Weber and Natalie McGibbon

Altar Care

Month of April Joan Peterson, Ursula Bawden, Carrie Childress,

Lois Thompson, Julie Weisenburger

Assisting Minister
April 6 and 13 Julie Weisenburger
April 20 and 27 Mary Kay Hilmoe

Communion Assistants

April 6 Kathy Johnson and Nick Host

April 13 Jerry and Joanne Shierk

April 20 Brandon Brinkley and Skylar Turner

April 27 Kendall Wall and Griffin McGibbon

Counters

April 6 Bernice Chouery, Jamie Fera, Julie Weisenburger

April 13 Juliet Dickens and Ken Mingeaud, Dana and Bart Cocales
April 20 Wanda Freeman, Ramona Leer, Bev Roach

April 27 Karen and Malcolm Unseth, Tina Aure

Greeters Lectors

April6  The LaFave Family April6 Molly Barnes
April 13  Farid and Bernice Chouery April 13 Kris Breton

April20  Shirley Monson and Eileen Wohlwend April 20 Rhonda Stangeland
April 27 Gunbjorg Ladstein and Marcia Nelson April 27 Kristen Wilson Weiberg

Ushers

April 6 Gunbjorg Ladstein, Marcia Nelson, Dave Hilmoe

April 13 Kim Peterson and Sylvia Vikingstad

April 20 Laurie Fladhus and Eric Green, Jennifer and John Schwartz
April 27 Terje Stangeland, Cathi Unseth, Erik Wold, Ray Gooch
Van Drivers

April 6 Grant Ranlett

April 13 Alex Peterson

April 20 Ray Gooch

April 27 Kim Peterson
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REACHING OUT

Lutheran Volunteer Corps Hosts Michael Stern

LVC is delighted to host Michael Stern in concert for the fourth year in a row! Stern is a composer,
singer, and storyteller whose performances combine original songs, spiritual content, and humor. He
has performed throughout the country at folk festivals, religious retreats, schools, and churches on
behalf of many non-profit groups, including both Habitat for Humanity and LVC. Stern is a nurse
practitioner in Seattle and often describes his music as an extension of his work.

The performance will be on Saturday, April 19" at 7pm at Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma. All
ages are welcome. $10 is the suggested donation; $5 for seniors and students. All proceeds will
benefit Lutheran Volunteer Corps. For more information on the concert, please call 253-535-7423.
For more information on the work of LVC, go to their website at www.LutheranVolunteerCorps.org.

Compass Center Dinner

Once again the Service Committee will host and serve a dinner at the Compass Center. This meal will
be served on Wednesday, April 16", Last year you brought many delicious cookies and they were
enjoyed by the men at the Compass Center. We ask you to bring them again--any and all varieties are
welcomed! Please bring them to the church by 3:30pm that Wednesday, April 16". About 80 people
are served that night and, if there are any extra goodies, they will be offered for lunch the next day!

Clothing Needs in our Community

The Ballard Food Bank is in need of more items to stock their clothing pantry. Please donate the
following clean, usable clothing in all children’s sizes: pants, shirts, sweaters, shoes, socks, coats,
sweatshirts, and diapers. Bring the items directly to the Ballard Food Bank at 7005 — 24™ Ave NW.

Lutheran Youth of North Seattle
presents
Dinner Theatre 2008

LYONS-Land

All shows at BFL

Ticket Prices: Show Dates and Times:
Friday and Saturday Adults $20 Friday, April 18" 6:00pm
(Full Dinner Included) Students $10 Saturday, April 19" 6:00pm

Seniors $10 Sunday, April 20" 2:00pm

Sunday Shows Adults $12 Friday, April 25" 6:00pm
(Dessert and Coffee) Students $8 Saturday, April 26" 6:00pm
Seniors $8 Sunday, April 27" 2:00pm

All Shows: Kids under 5 are free!
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LUTHERAN YOUTH OF NORTH SEATTLE

APRIL HIGH SCHOOL EVENTS
Dinner Theatre 2008 LYONS-Land!
The high school students are busy working on the 2008 incarnation of Dinner Theatre! Based on
TV shows from the past, you won’t want to miss the hilarity and the amazing talent of our high
school youth!

Summer Trip 2008 Western States Youth Gathering
Have you been California Dreamin’ about a Surfin’ Safari? If so, join us for Summer Trip 2008 as
we head out to Western States Youth Gathering in Anaheim, California from July 26 ™ _ August 1%.

The theme of the event is WIRED: LIVE CONNECTED and features amazing speakers and
talented performers. We will also participate in a servant event while in California and we’ll spend

a day at Disneyland! Don’'t miss out! Call the LYONS Den today and reserve your space. $100
holds your place. Total cost is $400 and scholarships are available.

APRIL MIDDLE SCHOOL EVENTS
Sunday, April 13, Dinner Theater Sneak Preview! 6:30pm — 8:00pm_(Middle School Only)
This is your chance to come and catch a sneak preview of this year's dinner theater! Come to
Ballard First Lutheran and get to see what all goes in to making this famous LYONS production. It
is good stuff to know, after all, you will be in it very shortly!

April 18-20 an April 25-27 Dinner Theater Serving!

Fridays/Saturdays 5:30pm Sundays 1:45pm

Once again, we need your help! It is called dinner theater, which means we need help serving the
dinner! Please call or e-mail Billy (206) 383-9446, lyonspa@earthlink.net, and let us know about the
days you want to help! It is always a blast, and there is free dessert! This is for the middle school
group, but if you are in high school, and are not involved in the production, we could use your help
too! And this is a great way to get some service learning hours! We would need you to be at
Ballard First by  -Fridays/Saturdays 5:30pm and Sundays 1:45pm

Mark your calendars!

What happens when you mix together a lock-in, service projects, swimming, barbecues, huge group
field games, movies, summer camp, Bible studies, Crown Hill chills, and fun? Well, you get Camp
LYONS! This summer, LYONS is hosting its own version of summer camp, right here at Crown
Lutheran. Camp LYONS will run from Thursday, July 10 ™ to Sunday, July 13 ™. The great thing
about Camp LYONS is that even though full attendance will be encouraged, we realize that summer
break can be busy. So when you have to leave for sports practice or other activities, you will
always be welcomed back. It will be awesome, so spread the word!
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FROM OUR CHILDCARE DIRECTOR

Our annual Silent Auction is about a month away. For dinner we will be having a "pasta
bar" with choices of sauces, and salad, garlic bread, then cookies for dessert. Join us if
you'd like, on Friday, May 9th at 5:30 pm in the Lower Social Hall. If anyone would like to
make a donation prior to the auction of a new or "as new" item, we would be delighted!
The monies this year will be going towards the prospect of buying an under the counter
commercial dishwasher for the Center, so that we can eliminate the use of most paper
products at snack and lunch times.

The children participated in a Hop-A-Thon for muscular dystrophy in March to collect
funds for the children in need. They always enjoy doing for others, knowing that some
children are unable to do this for themselves. As I've said before, it's a valuable life
lesson on helping and showing love to one another, as Christ would have us do. The
children at BFLCC are truly a blessing!

God's Peace,

Ms. Karen & Staff

State Advocacy News From LPPO

Here are some Lutheran Public Policy Office ELCA
advocacy updates:

¥ LPPO'’s fifth annual fundraiser begins at 4:30pm
on Sunday, April 27" at the University Christian
Church (4731 — 15" Avenue NE). This dinner
and auction celebrates and benefits the
advocacy ministry of LPPO. Tickets are $45
per person. Free parking is available. If you
cannot attend the fundraiser, you are welcome
to send in a contribution. Your support is critical
to the effectiveness and ability of LPPO to truly
be present statewide. For more information or
to make reservations, please call 206-464-
4133.

% The newest ELCA advocacy resource is out
and it is entitled Called to be a Public Church —
2008 ELCA Voting and Civic Participation
Guide. LPPO has hard copies available or you
can always download a copy from the website
at www.elca.org/advocacy.

% The ELCA has a social policy update: The
newest social statement Our Calling in
Education is available in a printed version from
Augsburg Fortress or the LPPO office can mail
you a copy.
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER

The “Friendly Diehards” | Rachel Circle
Thursday, April 10 Tuesday, April 15t
1:00pm in Haavik Hall |

7:00pm

A Special Recognition

For some time now Margaret Torbenson, age 97 years young, has been busily knitting caps at the
rate of about six per week. These caps, which are made so lovingly for homeless men, women, and
children, have been donated to an organization called: Warm for Winter. Way to go, Margaret!

I CARE FOR APRIL

The | CARE offering for April will be received on Sunday, April 27" and the recipient will be the
Compass Center, a ministry that is a response to the poverty, violence, addiction, and injustice that
too often combine to push men and women into homelessness. The Compass Center provides basic
services to meet immediate needs, and blends compassion and caring with effective programs to help
people move to healthier, happier, and more satisfying lives.

The main facility in Seattle offers shelter and emergency services to homeless and low income
individuals, including a hygiene and laundry center, mail services, and banking services. The
Compass Center also operates several other sites in the area. Your contributions will be used to fund
these operations in our community. Please consider a donation to this worthwhile ministry.

Volunteers needed for the Seattle Cancer Care Alliance

The Seattle Cancer Care Alliance is recruiting volunteers to assist patients and families in upcoming
volunteer opportunities. This alliance is a partnership of the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research
Center, the University of Washington Medicine, and Children’s Hospital and Medical Center.
Volunteers are needed to provide practical support for people undergoing cancer treatment and their
families. The following opportunities are available:

9 Gift shop volunteers to provide efficient and courteous service in the new gift shop due to open
this spring. Volunteers must be available daytime on weekdays and must be at least 18 years
old.

9 Patient/Family volunteers to assist patients and their families who come to Seattle for
treatment. Volunteers would be matched with a family for the duration of the patient’s stay in
Seattle. The volunteer becomes a source of support for the patient and family. This is a great
opportunity for persons who work full-time. Volunteers must be at least 21 years of age.

9 Spanish-speaking volunteers to become patient/family volunteers. Persons who are bilingual in
English and Spanish are especially needed to assist patients and their family members in non-
clinical/non-medical situations. Medical interpreters are provided for medical appointments, but
practical and social support is also needed. Volunteers again must be at least 21 years old.

The orientation for these opportunities begins on April 24™ and pre-registration is required. Interested
volunteers must complete an application and other required paperwork prior to attending. If you are
interested in receiving an application and information packet, or if you would like more information on
volunteering, please call 206-288-1072, email: volunteer@seattlecca.org or visit the web site at:
http://www.seattlecca.org/aboutscca/volunteer.ntm. Thank you- your support is greatly appreciated!
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER

Lenten Soup Makers - Thank You!

A “souper” big thank you to all of our wonderful Lenten soup makers! Not only were we blessed with a
delicious variety of soups and breads, we were also blessed with delightful fellowship. Thanks, also,
for your generous Lenten offerings designated to the ELCA World Hunger Appeal so that others may
be fed as well.

Thank you to Passion Readers

Thank you to the following for participating in the Passion reading on Palm Sunday: Maddy Barnes,
Molly Barnes, Kris Breton, Kjell Dreher, Ray Gooch, Reggie Gooch, Bonnie Hilmoe, Jennifer Ingham,
Lena Lombardi, Ed Millet, Gaile Moe, Jerry Shierk, Deb Stamey, Tom Tocher, Susan and Erika
Weber, and Henrik Weiberg.

Thank you to the Altar Guild and Spring Clean-up Crew

Thanks to the Altar Guild for all the “behind the scenes” work you do preparing for worship, especially
during the holiest of weeks when so many additional details and preparations are necessarily.
Thanks too, for the many extra hands that helped beautify our church grounds! Finally, a special note
of thanks to Bob Grindeland for his year-round mowing and yard care.

A Special Thank-You!
“‘Dear members of BFL,

Thank you so much for the honor which you bestowed upon me as the Childcare Director
Emeritus. | have wonderful memories of the years spent at the center. When | see or hear about
some of the children who attended in those years, | am so appreciative that the congregation was
open to providing a Christian center for the families who attended. | remember that the grandparents
of the church were especially supportive.”

Thank you, Lois Unseth

Thank you’s from the community
“‘Dear members of Ballard First Lutheran Church,

Thank you so much for your generous support of Lutheran Volunteer Corps. We just received
your most recent monetary gift and it is such a blessing to have your faithful support. | also know
from my conversations with the volunteers living next door in UBUNTU how welcoming and
hospitable you have been. We value your partnership in ministry greatly — thanks for everything!”

Blessings, Darla DeFrance

“Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

The staff at Lutheran Counseling Network deeply appreciates your ongoing generous support of
our ministry through your prayers, your referral of clients, as well as your financial donations. We
recently received your generous donation of $500. This will be used to enable our staff to provide
services to people who have limited income and might not be able to afford counseling. Again, many
thanks for your generous donation.”

May Christ’s Spirit be with you,
Rev. Penelope Guntermann
“Dear Ballard First Lutheran Church,

Please accept our heartfelt thanks for your generous donation of $825.75. Your contribution
makes a material difference in the lives of many people in our community. During the past month,
your gift, along with an amazing 1,137 volunteer hours, brought help to the most needy of our
neighbors. In fact, not counting the hot meals that were served in our lunch program, the food bank
distributed over 79,661 pounds of food. In addition, 3,113 clients were served, with 507 of those
being under the age of 18. The need is great and so is your generosity. Thank you again for
choosing the Ballard Food Bank as an | CARE offering. You play an important part in helping us
serve our neighbors in need.

With gratitude,
Nancy McKinney, Executive Director
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FINANCIAL HISTORY REPORT

February 2008 Financial Report
General Fund
Year To
February February Year To Year To Date
Actual Budget Date Actual Date Budget  Variance
Envelope/
Loose Giving $19,806.20 $24,747.41  $39,759.35  $49,494.82 ($9,735.47)
Other Income $5,702.40 $8,208.01 $9.833.15 $16,416.02 ($6,582.87)
Total Income $25,508.60 $32,955.42 $49,592.50 $65,910.84 ($16,318.34)
Expenses $41,971.03 $39,751.53 $79,443.33  $79,513.06 ($69.73)
Surplus /
(Loss) ($16,462.43) ($6,796.11) ($29,850.83) ($13,602.22) ($16,248.61)
Cash Balance $140,415.00
Each month, this report will show income and expenses for both the current month and year to date.
In addition, the last column shows the variance (actual — budget). We are also reporting our current
general fund balance. We hope this helps you to better understand our overall financial situation. If
you have any questions or feedback, please contact your Finance Committee members.

In February, these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission and ministry budget became
Christ’s hands and feet in the world: held Ash Wednesday noon and evening worship, hosted Wednesday
Lenten services and soup, led confirmation retreat at Valley Camp, provided space for weekly AA and
Al-Anon meetings, sewed quilts for Mission Projects, hosted pastors’ weekly text study, held
intergenerational Sunday classes, financially supported the Lutheran Public Policy Office, provided
meeting space for Chimpanzee Sanctuary Northwest, hosted meeting of the Friendly Visitors.

Capital Campaign II Update

February — 2008

Total Loan Balance as of 1/1/2008

Month Year
January 2008
February 2008

Monthly
Giving Loan Balance
$6,765 $321,291
$4,479 $318,087

$326,672

Only a part of the payment is applied to the principle.
The rest is interest. The monthly payment is based on
the amount of capital campaign contributions received
from the previous month. Thank you for your
continuous generous and faithful giving.
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Sunday Morning Worship Schedule

8:30am Worship + + + 9:30am Education Hour + + + 10:45am Worship

Nursery care available throughout the morning

Special Events in April
LYONS Dinner Theatre at Ballard First Lutheran

Friday, April 18 ™ — 6pm Friday, April 25 ™ — 6pm
Saturday, April 19 ™ — 6pm Saturday, April 26 ™ — 6pm
Sunday, April 20 ™ — 2pm Sunday, April 27 ™ — 2pm
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