Ballard Blessings

Welcome! Following the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, we at Ballard First Lutheran affirm the dignity and worth of all people. We
believe God calls us to be a community of grace, compassion, and justice. With St. Paul, we affirm that, in Christ, “There is no longer Jew
or Gentile, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all are one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal. 3:28) We believe that
the Gospel, that is, the good news of Jesus Christ, is God’s gift for all people. Furthermore, we believe that this gift is to be shared
unconditionally, without regard to age, race, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, socioeconomic or family status, or physical or

mental ability.
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o Staff <
Pastor Erik R. Wilson Weiberg
pastorerik@ballardfirstiutheran.org
Pastor Laurie A. Jones
pastorlaurie@ballardfirstlutheran.org
Administrator: Renee Marquez
Caretaker: Dale Pederson
Treasurer: Julie Millet
Organist: Ed Egerdahl
Interim Choir Director: Ed Egerdahl
Accompanist: Gary Arpin
Sunday Nursery: Emily Eddy

o BFL Childcare Center <
206-784-1307
Director: Karen Hutchison

- LYONS =
206-706-5997
Director: Pastor Julie Hutson
lyonsdirector@earthlink.net
Program Assistant: Billy Bergstrom
lyonspa@earthlink.net

- Church Council <=

President: Stephen Dreher

Vice President: Ryan Haugo
Secretary: Jim Cole

- Ministry Coordinators <
Childcare: Gretchen Unseth
Christian Education: Vacant

Evangelism: Vacant
Facilities: Bernie Roach
Fellowship: Nancy McKinney
Finance: Dana Cocales
Lay Leadership Dev.: Vacant
Personnel: Gunbjorg Ladstein
Service: Sylvia Vikingstad
Stewardship: Tom Tocher
Worship and Music: Terry LaFave
Youth Coordinator: Kelsie Milsteadt
Youth Coordinator: Brandon Brinkley

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And
when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave
you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited
you?’

“And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one
of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”
(Matthew 25:37-40)

Dear Friends in Christ,

Our Christmas celebrating is barely over and Lent is soon upon us. This year,
the bridge of time between Christmas and Lent is as brief as can be. It feels
jarring and almost wrong. The child is barely out of the manger and already he
is being fitted for a cross.

So often, we think of Christmas and Lent as profoundly different from one
another. Christmas is all light, angels, bright stars, and festive, joyful songs.
Lent is sung in a minor key as we consider matters such as fasting, prayer,
sacrifice, spiritual discipline and, especially, repentance.

And yet: Lent would not be possible without this fundamental Christmas
idea: “The Word became flesh and lived among us... full of grace and truth.”
And: Christmas would mean absolutely nothing if the one “for whom there was
no room at the inn” did not eventually find a place on a killing cross. There:
Christ experienced the human condition at its most despairing.

Canadian songwriter Bruce Cockburn put it this way in his very jarring
Christmas song, Cry of a Tiny Babe: “For it isn’t to the palace that the Christ
child comes, but to shepherds and street people, hookers and bums...” In those
words: Christmas and Lent seem to meet. During our Wednesday mid-week
services this Lent, we will journey under the theme, “Christ Encounters Our
Human Condition.” We will consider the profound ways that out God has
knowingly, willingly come to be acquainted with humanity not at its best, but at
its worst. Each week, we will consider what it means that our God chose to put
on human flesh. During one Wednesday, Tom Tocher will aid us in a dramatic
recalling of our Lord’s temptation in the wilderness. During all of the other
Wednesdays, we will consider the themes presented in Saint Matthew’s scene of
the last judgment: hunger, thirst, nakedness, imprisonment, sickness, and
estrangement.
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As always, Lent begins on Ash Wednesday. This year’s calendar instructs us that Ash Wednesday is February
6. That day, we will hold worship services at noon and 7:00 p.m. Note that no soup meals will be served on that
day. On all subsequent Wednesdays, however, soup meals will be served on the occasion of both the noontime and
evening services. On those Wednesdays, the schedule will proceed as follows: Midday Lenten Worship Services
will take place at 11:30 a.m. with a noon soup meal to follow. In the evening, soup will be served from 6:00
p-m. to 7:00 p.m. with a 7:00 p.m. evening prayer service to follow. The schedule, themes and preachers for this

year’s Lenten services are thus:

Day
Feb. 6 (Ash Wednesday)

Theme
“I was a stranger...”

Preacher
Erik R. Wilson Weiberg

Pastor, Ballard First Lutheran Church

Dr. Tom Tocher

Director, Community Health Center of Snohomish County

Laurie A. Jones

Pastor, Ballard First Lutheran Church

Dr. Gaile Moe

Professor of Nutrition, Seattle Pacific University

Feb. 13 (Lent 1) “Temptation”
Feb. 20 (Lent 2) “I was sick...”
Feb. 27 (Lent 3) “I was hungry...”
Mar. 5 (Lent 4) “I was naked...”

Pastor Darla DeFrance

Seattle City Coordinator, Lutheran Volunteer Corps

Mar. 12 (Lent 5) “I was in prison...”

Pastor Julie Hutson

Director, Lutheran Youth of North Seattle

Pastor Laurie and I are glad to welcome laypeople and Ballard First members Gaile Moe and Tom Tocher to
our pulpit this Lenten season. We are privileged to be joined by pastoral colleagues Darla DeFrance and Julie
Hutson as well. Come and encounter the Christ who meets us in the very hollow of human suffering.

Erik

PASTORAL ACTS IN THE MONTH OF JANUARY

Memorial Service

Herbert M. Sheldahl
January 4, 2008

Prayer Concerns and Thanksgivings:
The following people were in our prayers during the month of January:

Pastor Wayne Bacus (undergoing chemotherapy for
cancer that has returned)

Vivette Cannady (sister of co-worker of Kristen
Wilson Weiberg, Vivette died this past month)
Corrine Clausen (aunt of John Schwartz,
undergoing chemotherapy and radiation)

Pat Crum (recovering from surgery)

Ruth Crum (recovering from a broken pelvis)

Ida Dahl (health concerns)

Adeline Dreher (mother of Steve Dreher, health
concerns)

Al Hanson (father of Laura Hanson, Al died this past
month)

Sylvia Claire Lorenz (newborn daughter of David
and Mary, upcoming surgery for hydrocephalus)
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Joan Moe (mother of Gaile Moe, medical
concerns)

Florence Omdal (Florence died this past month)
Danielle Reagan (cousin of Alexis Chouery,
cancer)

Darwin Ronngren (uncle and godfather of Brian
Kleven, recovering from heart surgery)

Herb Sheldahl (Herb died this past month)
Dwayne Strand (brother of Ed Strand, diagnosed
with terminal bone marrow cancer)

Pastor Malcolm Unseth (diagnosed with lung
cancer)

Margaret Vann (diagnosed with cancer)



e D e HERLIES,

FEBRUARY SERVANT LEADERS

Acolytes

February 3 Maddy Barnes and Henrik Weiberg
February 10  Drew Lombardi and Andrew Ingham
February 17  Taylor Hegerberg and Kila Stangeland
February 24  Natalie McGibbon and Robin Thomas

Altar Care
Month of Karen Abelson, Dana Cocales, Julie Stewart
February

Assisting Minister
February 3 and 10 Julie Weisenburger
February 17 and 24 Dale Pederson

Communion Assistants

February 3 Skylar Turner and Anders Weiberg
February 10  Brandon Brinkley and Dianne Dillon
February 17  Jerry and Joanne Shierk

February 24  Mitch Wall and Griffin McGibbon

Counters

February 3 Juliet Dicken and Ken Mingeaud, Dana and Bart Cocales
February 10 Wanda Freeman, Ramona Leer, Bev Roach

February 17  Karen and Malcolm Unseth, Tina Aure

February 24  Art Haavik, Ellen & Geoff Wall, Laurie & Terry McGibbon

Greeters Lectors
Feb. 3 Gunbjorg Ladstein and Marcia Nelson Feb.3 Molly Barnes
Feb.10 Eileen Wohlwend and Shirley Monson Feb.10 Kathy Johnson

Feb.17 Gaile Moe and Dave Craig Feb.17 Rhonda Stangeland
Feb.24 Farid and Bernice Chouery Feb.24 Jerry Shierk
Ushers

February 3 Dave Craig and Hal Edwards

February10  Terje Stangeland, Cathi Unseth, Erik Wold, Ray Gooch
February 177  Gunbjorg Ladstein, Marcia Nelson, Dave Hilmoe
February 24  Kim Peterson and Sylvia Vikingstad

Van Drivers

February 3 Kim Peterson
February10  Ray Gooch
February 17  Alex Peterson
February 24  Dave Hiimoe
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REACHING OUT

Happy New Year from the Compass Center!

Was one of your New Year's Resolutions to help those in need? The Compass Center can help you
keep your resolution! Our annual fundraising auction is Saturday, March 15", and we are looking for
wonderful items for our guests to bid on. We are looking for goods and services that are new and
smaller than, well, a bread box! Popular items include: restaurant gift certificates, coffee cards,
services, tickets to shows, concerts, and sporting events, airline miles (yes, you can donate these; call
and find out how!), electronics, themed gift baskets, trips, and weekend getaways. Items are due
before Friday, February 8th (so items can be nicely listed in our catalog and you, the donor, can be
properly thanked). Gift certificates can be mailed and items dropped off at:

The Compass Center

Attn: Kim Halvorson

77 South Washington Street
Seattle, WA 98104

Please contact Kim Halvorson at 357-3119 or khalvorson@compasscenter.org with any questions.
Thank you for your generosity, your kindness, and your support of this important ministry.

Lutheran World Relief Coffee Project

Our Service Committee continues to make it possible for you to order coffee, tea, cocoa, chocolate bars,
and other items during the Coffee Hour following 10:45am worship. Stop by our Coffee Corner in
Haavik Hall and help support this ministry. So far, more than $2,000 has been collected to help these
small farmers build a better future for their families and communities. The Lutheran World Relief Coffee
Project is one way to reach out and love our neighbor with something as ordinary and wonderful as
coffee and chocolate!

Volunteer Drivers Urgently Needed

Senior Services is seeking reliable, caring individuals to drive and escort seniors in your community to
medical appointments. We do not have enough volunteers to help all of the seniors who call us for
rides. We offer flexible hours, supplemental insurance, and mileage and parking reimbursement.
Volunteers use their own vehicles and do no lifting or bearing of weight. For more information, please
call 206-448-5740, 800-282-5815, or check the website at www.seniorservices.org.

Sunday School Offering

This year’'s Sunday School offering is being given to the Ballard Food Bank to help hungry families in the
Ballard community. Gifts of money or non-perishable food items will be collected each week in Sunday
School classrooms, or if you prefer, you may place food items directly in the barrel located in the narthex
of the church. The mission of this non-profit community service is to fight hunger by gathering,
organizing, and distributing food and resources to the families and people in need. Food and personal
items are always needed at the Ballard Food Bank. Items donated will be given directly to the food bank,
and will be distributed to more than 1,100 individuals in Ballard who are in need. Some suggested items
include: cans of soup, vegetables, fruit, chili, milk, and tuna fish; boxes of cereal, crackers, jell-o,
macaroni & cheese, and pudding; baby food, tea, coffee, juice, peanut butter, diapers, and personal
toiletries such as combs, deodorant, razors, toothbrushes and toothpaste, shampoo, and soap. Thank
you for your generosity.
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FEBRUARY HIGH SCHOOL EVENTS

Feb. 1: High School Laser Tag Lock In - Bethany Lutheran Church

We’re starting the shortest month with a looooong night at the Laser Tag lock in. Don’t miss the fun as we head
out for 2 hours of laser tag, pizza, then return to Bethany Lutheran Church as the fun continues.

Cost: $20 Time: 8pm-8am Bethany Lutheran Church

Feb. 13: Dinner Theatre Read Throughs and Rehearsal Continues
Time: 6:30-8pm Location: Crown Lutheran Church

Feb. 15: GO Night Registration Deadline
You don’t want to miss the wackiness of our synod wide all night GO Night for high school kids! Call the Den to
register by 2/15!

Feb. 18-23: President’s Day Weekend/Mid Winter Break

Feb. 24: Dinner Theatre Read Through & Rehearsal
Time: 6:30-8:00pm Location: Crown Lutheran Church

Feb. 27: Dinner Theatre Read Through & Rehearsal
Time: 6:30-8:00pm Location: Crown Lutheran Church

Feb. 29: High School GO Night

Don’t miss this favorite synod-wide event! We’ll join with high school youth from throughout our synod as we
travel to lots of cool things to do in and around Everett and Seattle. Note that registration is necessary by 2/15.
Details will be sent to everyone after they’ve registered, as well as posted on the LYONS website and on our
MySpace and Facebook pages.

FEBRUARY MIDDLE SCHOOL EVENTS

Feb.3: Crown Hill Chill
Time: 6:30-8:00pm Location: LYONS Den

Feb. 18-23: President’s Day Weekend/Mid Winter Break

Feb. 24: Crown Hill Chill
Time: 6:30-8:00pm Location: LYONS Den

ALL YOUTH

Tuesday Nights at the Den: Guitar Class — Feb. 5, 12, 19, and 26
Writer’s Workshop — Feb. 5, 12, and 19
Location: LYONS Den - 6:30pm-8:00pm
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FROM OUR CHILDCARE DIRECTOR

As you know, children are very resourceful. We had a small bit of snow in the yard when
they came to school one day this week, and yet they managed to make snowmen out of it!
| think that's one of the biggest delights in a child's life - being able to play carefree in the

snow while we adults worry about the driving!

Once there was a snowman, who stood outside my door. He thought he'd like to come
inside and play about the floor. He thought he'd like to warm himself by the firelight red. He
thought he'd like to climb up on my big white bed. So he called the North Wind - "Come and
help me pray, I'm completely frozen, standing here all day!" So the North Wind helped him
and blew him through the door. Now there's nothing left of him, but a puddle on the floor!

Bundle Up!

Ms. Karen & Staff

BFL Movie Club Presents:

"For the Bible Tells Me So"

The Ballard First Lutheran Movie
Club will be holding a special
screening of the documentary,
"For the Bible Tells Me So," on
Sunday, March 9™ at 6:30 PM in
the Lower Social Hall. This
compelling and critically
acclaimed film explores the
experiences of five Christian
families, and how they handle the
realization of having a gay child.
Noted church leaders, including
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, add
their voices to this exploration of
scripture and sexual identity. We
will have refreshments and
discussion immediately following
the film. Come join us for a night
of great film and conversation.
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER

The “Friendly Diehards” Rachel Circle
Thursday, February 14% Tuesday, February 19+
1:00pm 7:00pm

Haavik Hall 1BA

Making a Difference through BEM

Ballard Ecumenical Ministry has been serving our local mentally ill homeless since 1998. BEM
provides guests with a warm, inviting atmosphere, a good meal, evening companionship, and a safe
overnight place to sleep. BEM gives security, warmth, and acceptance. The mission is to be
companions, not case managers or therapists. The objective is to provide a warm and safe shelter in
an atmosphere of respect.

Consider becoming a part of the small personal shelter that is helping homeless adults avoid the
streets. Ballard Ecumenical Ministry is always looking for volunteers to be companion guests for the
evening, spend the night with another volunteer and up to six guests, provide transportation, do
laundry, or prepare meals. Contact Kay Glasscock, the volunteer coordinator, at 206-784-3789 for
more information on how you can make a difference.

Rick Steves Presents Giro D’Italia

From the Roman Coliseum and the Leaning Tower of Pisa, to the fabled canals of Venice and down
the back streets of the most famous and storied European country, join Rick Steves for his grand tour
of Italy 2008. This is your first class ticket to the wonders of Italian art, architecture, culture, and
history. Learn how to travel on a budget while touring the famous regions of ltaly. This 15" Annual
Rick Steves Seminar, held at Trinity Lutheran in Lynnwood, will be full of fun, food, and raffles prizes
all in support of the mission and ministry of LATCH. Tickets are $15 and are available through the
LATCH office at 206-789-1536 or online at www.latch.org.

Thank you from Lutheran World Relief
“Dear Friends,

Thank you for your gift to the Project Comfort Fund. Your donation helps Lutheran World Relief
deliver material resources such as quilts and kits to people in need around the world and you are
doing the great work of God by making quilts and putting together health and school kits. You can
learn more about Project Comfort and the life-changing ministry of LWR by visiting the website at
www.lwr.org. Please call us toll free at 1-800-597-5972 if you have any questions about our work
around the world.”

In Christ,
John Arthur Nunes, President and CEO

Thank you from LATCH
“‘Dear LATCH supporters,

This year approximately 250 individuals in 85 families received carefully chosen and beautifully
wrapped gifts the week before Christmas. With your help, we gave over 600 gifts and gift cards! We
had an amazing amount of support from our donors, who every year make this project possible and
successful. Everyone at LATCH sincerely THANK YOU for bringing hope and joy to so many this
year.”

Peace and best wishes for the New Year,
Molly Pencke, coordinator and head elf at LATCH
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER

| CARE FOR FEBRUARY

The | CARE offering for the month of February will be taken up on Sunday, February 24™ and the
recipient will be the Lutheran Public Policy Office. The mission statement of LPPO is to advocate
justice for all of creation and particularly the "least of these in our midst" in three key areas...

x Church-educating congregations.
x Legislative Advocacy- at local, state and federal levels.

x Community Involvement- Partnering with other groups sharing our mission.

The ELCA is committed to work with and on behalf of the poor, the powerless, and those who suffer,
using its power and influence with political and economic decision-making bodies to develop and
advocate policies that seek to advance justice, peace, and the care of creation.

Criteria for Selecting Priorities
The Lutheran Public Policy Office employs three interrelated criteria to discern legislative priorities:

1) ELCA Social Policy, as articulated in Social Statements, Churchwide Assembly Resolutions,
ELCA Church Council actions and Messages, and the Conference of Bishops

2) Current events and issues affecting “the least of these in our midst” are of particular concern to
the church

3) Director and Advisory Council. Multiple representatives from each of the Washington synods
and Lutheran Community Services Northwest meet quarterly to review and establish areas of focus
for advocacy

Current and Relevant Issues
LUTHERAN PUBLIC POLICY OFFICE OF WASHINGTON STATE

State
x Healthcare Premiums: Thank the Governor.
x GAU/Unemployable.

x Sustainable and Equitable Tax Structure: Oppose increases to state sales tax, work for a more
fair system.

Federal
x Housing Trust Fund: Fund would help establish affordable housing nationwide.

x Temporary Assistance to Needy Families: Needs reauthorization for 2005.

x Agriculture Jobs.
International
x HIV/AIDS: Crisis in Africa, support more aid for needy people.

x Sudan: Stop the violence.

x Iraq: Need for multi-national support.
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FINANCIAL HISTORY REPORT

Envelope/
Loose Giving

Other Income
Total Income
Expenses

Surplus /
(Loss)

Cash Balance

December 2007 Financial Report

December
Actual
$38,292.38
$123,471.75
$161,764.13

$64,291.56

$97,472.57

$107,446.00

General Fund

December
Budget
$29,874.13
$100,271.74
$130,145.87

$43,050.17

$87,095.70

Year To
Date Actual
$270,731.13
$186,149.80
$456,880.93

$455,115.84

Year To
Date Budget
$358,490.00
$132,260.00
$490,750.00

$490,681.00

Year To
Date
Variance
($87,758.87)
$53,889.80
($33,869.07)

($35,565.16)

$1,765.09 $69.00 $1,696.09

In December, these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission and ministry budget
became Christ’s hands and feet in the world: Christmas gifts for LATCH families, food baskets for
clients at Ballard Food Bank, Christmas caroling to homebound members, Advent Community Nights
with mid-week worship services and soup suppers, sponsored the BFL Progressive Dinner, hosted the
“Friendly Diehards, hosted Swedish Women’s Chorus, held BFL Childcare Center Christmas Program,
Christmas Eve Manger and Candlelight Services, Christmas Day Carol and Communion Service in
Norwegian and English, financially supported the Ballard Food Bank.

Total Loan Balance as of 1/1/2007

Capital Campaign II Update
$366,496
Monthly
Month Year Giving Loan Balance
January 2007 $3,096 $364,956
February 2007 $5,126 $361,231
March 2007 $7,309 $355,458
April 2007 $5,675 $351,245
May 2007 $9,237 $343,499
June 2007 $4,514 $340,400
July 2007 $3,279 $338,579
August 2007 $3,866 $336,146
September 2007 $3,096 $334,432

October 2007 $5,625 $330,227
November 2007 $3,125 $328,462
December 2007 $3,185 $326,672

Capital Campaign Report

Only a part of the payment is applied to the principle.
The rest is interest. The January 2007 payment is the
minimum monthly payment on the loan. However,
starting in February 2007, the monthly payment is
based on the amount of Capital Campaign
contributions received from the previous month.
Thank you for your generous and faithful giving toward
retiring this debt.
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Sunday Morning Worship Schedule

8:30am Worship + + + 9:30am Education Hour + + + 10:45am Worship

Nursery care available throughout the morning

Our Lenten Journey begins with Ash Wednesday Services
on February 6" at noon and 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday Lenten Worship Schedule
February 13", 20", and 27", March 5™ and 12"

11:30am — Worship

12:00pm — Noontime Soup Lunch

6:00pm — Lenten Soup Supper
7:00pm — Worship
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