Ballard Blessings

Welcome! Following the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, we at Ballard First Lutheran affirm the dignity and worth of all people. We
believe God calls us to be a community of grace, compassion, and justice. With St. Paul, we affirm that, in Christ, “There is no longer Jew
or Gentile, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all are one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal. 3:28) We believe that
the Gospel, that is, the good news of Jesus Christ, is God’s gift for all people. Furthermore, we believe that this gift is to be shared
unconditionally, without regard to age, race, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, socioeconomic or family status, or physical or

mental ability.
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Dear Friends in Christ,

di-a-lec-tic n [ME dialetik, fr. MF dialetique, fr. L dialectica, fr. Gk. Dialektike]: any
systematic reasoning, exposition, or argument that juxtaposes opposed or contradictory
ideas and usu. seeks to resolve their conflict

Did you ever notice all of the seeming contradictions within Christianity? We claim,
for example, that Jesus is fully human and fully divine. But how can this be? To be
divine means perfection. To be human means flaws. To be divine means an eternal
existence. To be human means living a “temporal existence” in which death is a
certainty. It wouldn’t be so hard if Jesus were half-human (with Mary as his mother)
and half-God (with You-Know-Who as his Father). That would be a little easier for me
to understand.

This is only the beginning of it. There are many other confusing aspects of our faith.
As the baptized, we recognize that we are God’s saints, sanctified by Jesus’ action on
the cross. but, if we are saints, how come we often begin our time together on Sunday
mornings confessing so publicly that we are sinners? And why do we teach that the
kingdom of God has already arrived in the person of Jesus while at the same teaching
that the kingdom has not yet fully come?

These are all examples of dialectics. Dialectics are two opposing ideas that people
struggle to hold together. The famous question, “The chicken or the egg?” is also an
example of dialectics. “How,” we wonder, “can both be the case?”

In December, Pastor Laurie Jones presented us with a challenge in dialectics. As you
most probably have heard, she announced in mid-December that she had received a call
to serve as pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church in Palmer, Alaska. Within a week, after
much prayerful deliberation and careful discernment, she determined that God was still
calling her to serve here in this community. As surely as there was disappointment in
Palmer, there was relief in Seattle.

But that is not the dialectic I am talking about. On the one hand, Pastor Laurie has
decided to stay. This could lead us to conclude, “Phew. We dodged that change.” It is
tempting to stop thinking any more deeply about the matter. But there is “another
hand.” Because, on the other hand, in announcing that she would remain in Ballard,
Pastor Laurie made it clear that she is staying because she believes that there is still a
mission to be accomplished here. And, any time that the church ventures forward in
mission, changes are inevitable.

We should not be surprised by this reality. We just concluded the season of Advent.
John the Baptist was a prominent voice among us during that time, calling us to lives of
repentance. It is well nigh impossible to practice repentance without making basic
changes in one’s life.

Thus, we have this dialectic. Pastor Laurie will remain with us. Many have
expressed relief that this congregation avoided a difficult change. But, in remaining
with us, Pastor Laurie has made clear her heartfelt expectations and profound hopes that
changes will be made as we renew our mission in a changing Ballard.
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PASTORAL EPISTLE (continued)

What will that mean? Only God knows for sure. But you can be certain that your pastors hope that 2008 will herald changes.
We do not desire “change for the sake of change.” But we pray fervently for changes that will assist us in becoming more
faithful to the call that our Lord has put before us in this place at this time. In this issue of Ballard Blessings, you will find
some intriguing new changes in our life together. A Movie Club, a Book Club, and a renewed mission among our expanding
population of homebound members are all signs of new and promising changes afoot among us. Undoubtedly, there are more
to come. During this season of “resolutions,” won’t you resolve to open your heart to the new ways in which Christ is calling
you to love God and neighbor more faithfully?

In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Erik W2

PASTORAL ACTS IN THE MONTH OF DECEMBER

Committal Services

Harda Kramer Kenneth Gronvold, Sr.
December 3, 2007 December 18, 2007

Prayer Concerns and Thanksgivings:

The following people were in our prayers during the month of December:

Pastor Wayne Bacus (undergoing chemotherapy for Harda Kramer (Harda died this past month)

cancer that has returned) Emily LaFave (recovering from an earache)
Delina Barden (health concerns) David and Mary Lorenz (as they struggle with a
Larry Baskett (uncle of Karen Hutchison, Larry died severely distressed pregnancy)

this past month) Joan Moe (mother of Gaile Moe, medical
Vivette Cannady (sister of co-worker of Kristen concerns)

Wilson Weiberg, Vivette died this past month) Danielle Reagan (cousin of Alexis Chouery,
Corrine Clausen (aunt of John Schwartz, cancer)

undergoing chemotherapy and radiation) Bev Roach (recovering from surgery)

Michael Collier (friend of Joan Peterson, Reid Schwartz (grandson of Bob and Carol Wall,
hospitalized) as he begins school at the Divers Tech Institute)
Pat Crum (recovering from surgery) Herb and Mim Sheldahl (medical concerns)

Ruth Crum (recovering from a broken pelvis) Dwayne Strand (brother of Ed Strand, diagnosed

Bernie and Joanne DeJong (parents of Bev Roach, with terminal bone marrow cancer)
as Joanne is hospitalized after emergency surgery Pastor Larry Thomas (father of Anders,

and Bernie continues to struggle with blindness) recovering from chest pains)

Adeline Dreher (mother of Steve Dreher, health Pastor Richard Tuff (grandfather of Kerry Fleiger-
concerns) Holmes; health concerns)

Ken Gronvold, Sr. (Ken died this past month) Pastor Malcolm Unseth (diagnosed with lung

Arielle Guntermann (daughter of Rev. Penelope cancer)

Guntermann of Lutheran Counseling Services, in a Margaret Vann (diagnosed with cancer)

car accident that took the life of her boyfriend, Mike)  Julie Weisenburger (recovering from surgery)
Rita Draglund Hansen (niece of Virginia Ormbrek, David and Heidiann (Egerdahl) Winters
recovering from cancer surgery) (beginning a five-month mission in South Africa)
Dianna Horntvedt (mother of Pastor Erik,

undergoing medical tests)
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e D e HERLIES,

JANUARY SERVANT LEADERS

Acolytes

January 6 Maddy Barnes and Henrik Weiberg
January 13 Kila Stangeland and Taylor Hegerberg
January 20 Natalie McGibbon and Robin Thomas
January 27 Nick Megrey and Sarah Strah

Altar Care
Month of Terry LaFave, Ramona Leer, Lisa Howard, Sharon Lange
January

Assisting Minister
January 6 and 13 Dale Pederson
January 20 and 27 Mary Kay Hilmoe

Communion Assistants

January 6 Taylor and Nate Hegerberg
January 13 Skylar Turner and Molly Barnes
January 20 Kendall and Mitch Wall

January 27 Kathy Johnson and Nick Host

Counters

January 6 Wanda Freeman, Ramona Leer, Bev Roach

January 13  Karen and Malcolm Unseth, Tina Aure

January 20  Art Haavik, Ellen & Geoff Wall, Laurie & Terry McGibbon
January 27  Bernice Chouery, Jamie Fera, Nancy Kirkland

Greeters Lectors

Jan. 6 Gaile Moe and Dave Craig Jan.6  Kris Breton

Jan.13  Farid and Bernice Chouery Jan. 13 Rick Barnes

Jan.20 The LaFave Family Jan. 20 Kristen Wilson Weiberg
Jan.27 The Lombardi/Jeakins Family Jan. 27 Jerry Shierk

Ushers

January 6 Kim Peterson and Sylvia Vikingstad

January 13 Laurie Fladhus and Eric Green, John and Jennifer Schwartz
January 20 High School Team
January 27 Art Haavik, Doug Lange, John Lombardi, Jerry Shierk

Van Drivers

January 6 Ray Gooch
January 13  Alex Peterson
January20  Dave Hilmoe
January 27 Grant Ranlett
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REACHING OUT

Attention Movie Fans

The new Ballard First Lutheran Movie Club will be having its first meeting on Sunday January 13",
with a viewing of "Atonement.” This movie, which stars Keira Knightley and James McAvoy, is a story
about sin and atonement and has received excellent reviews. We will plan on watching the 6:45 PM
showing at the Seven Gables Theater (911 NE 50™ St), but this is subject to change depending on
show times and locations. All are welcome. For questions or information, please contact Tom Tocher
at 206-527-0369 or tocher@juno.com.

See you at the movies!

Opportunities for “Time and Talents”

The Ballard First Lutheran Vision Task Force Nominating Committee has several opportunities for
stewardship in the “Time and Talents” category. Tell us how you would like to serve this great
community and we can find a place for you! Please contact Steve Dreher (206-297-6002 or
sjd9028@msn.com), Gunbjorg Ladstein (206-783-2926 or ladstein@juno.com), or Ryan Haugo (206-
930-6970 or haugor@yahoo.com) for more information. Look for more details later in the month.

I CARE FOR JANUARY

The | CARE offering for the month of January will be taken up on Sunday, January 27" and the recipient
will be Operation Nightwatch, an inter-denominational Christian ministry serving the poor and homeless
since 1967. Operation Nightwatch doesn't just find shelter for homeless people. They pay to make it
happen. One hundred twenty-five men and women are off the streets every night because of this
program and the generous donations of congregations such as Ballard First.

Operation Nightwatch provides spiritual care and hope for the community at night, compassionate relief
and shelter for homeless men, women, and families, low-cost housing and support services for seniors
and the disabled, and education and encouragement for others to respond to the needs of the less
fortunate.

Operation Nightwatch relies on monthly gifts to keep the doors open and the lights on. Please consider
a gift to this worthwhile ministry on Sunday, January 27™.

Many Ways to Continue to Help in this New Year!

Folks at Ballard First Lutheran have been filling the "Blue and Red Bins" with items for the Compass
Center. Donations have included towels, twin bed sheets, pillowcases, soap, shampoo, deodorant, and
twin blade razors. These items are very much appreciated, so please keep them coming.

The Ballard Food Bank receives a lot of needed canned goods from the Ballard First Lutheran
congregation. Non-perishable goods are appreciated and can be placed in the Food Bin in the narthex.

Coffee, cocoa, tea, nuts, and chocolate (mini-bars and regular bars) are always available in Haavik
Hall after worship services on Sunday. These are fair trade items ordered through Equal Exchange,
with the proceeds from our orders going to Lutheran World Relief. Every day in 35 countries, LWR
works to combat the causes of poverty and the dignity it robs from people’s lives. LWR works with
partners to help people grow food, improve health, strengthen communities, end conflict, build
livelihoods, and recover from disasters. All of this is done exclusively with people from the communities
being served. This helps LWR remain very efficient and effective, and helps people learn to help
themselves. Lutheran World Relief teaches people to better care for themselves, their communities, and
the environment. Thank you for your continued support.
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LYONS

S Lutheran Youth of Mesth Sasttle

lYONS

LUTHERAN YOUTH OF NORTH SEATTLE

ALL YOUTH

Tuesday Nights at the Den: Guitar Class - Jan 8, 15, 22, 29
Writer’s Workshop - Jan 15, 22, 29

Location: LYONS Den - 6:30pm-8:00pm

Sunday, January 6, 2008: All Youth Luau!

It's a new year! It's Epiphany! It's 2008! That can only mean one thing...LUAU!!! Ok, it doesn’t mean
that at all, but come join us for a night of LUAU-like fun as we kick off 2008. Limbo contests (how low
can YOU go?), hula lessons (grass skirts optional) and warm weather games galore. You don’t want to
miss it!

Queen Anne Lutheran Church 2400 8" Ave. West  6:30pm-8:00pm Cost: Free

HIGH SCHOOL

Sunday, January 13, 2008: High School Sunday Sundae Night. You bring your favorite sundae
topping, we’ll bring the ice cream! We’'ll do other stuff too....come check it out!

Ballard First Lutheran 2006 NW 65™ St. 6:30pm-8:00pm Cost: Free (+ your sundae topping)

Wednesday, January 23 & Sunday, January 27, 2008: High School Dinner Theatre Read
Through/Tryouts

What is the theme of Dinner Theatre? Come read through parts of the script and find out! Plans are
already well underway...sets, food, costumes, scripts...all we need is YOU!

Crown Lutheran 1501 NW 90" St. 6:30pm-8:00pm

January 27, 2008: High School Jubilee Dinner Program Service Event

LYONS High School Youth will help prepare and serve a meal to the guests attending the St. Andrew’s
Jubilee Dinner Program. If you need a ride to the event, please call the LYONS office and let us know.
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 111 NE 80" Street 1:00pm-4:00pm

Mark Your Calendars NOW for these High School events in February...
Feb. 1: Laser Lock In! Feb. 29: High School GO Night

MIDDLE SCHOOL

Sunday, January 20: Crown Hill Chill

The weather certainly brings a chill at this time of year, and so does LYONS! No, we are not going to
make you cold, were just going to be hangin’ out, having a good time! And who knows, the great Q-Tip
challenge may even make a comeback.

LYONS Den 1501 NW 90" St. 7:00pm-9:00pm Cost: Free

Sunday, January 27: Middle School Movie Night

It's movie night at LYONS! Close out the month with a great night, as we watch a movie and snack on
some popcorn! A good time is to be had for sure!

LYONS Den 1501 NW 90" St. 7:00pm-9:00pm Cost: Free
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FROM OUR CHILDCARE DIRECTOR

| have to admit, | was a bit skeptical when Pastor Laurie walked in to lead childrens'
Chapel Time with a stuffed ET - the Extra Terrestrial, on the Wednesday before Christmas!

But at the same time, | was also intrigued that she must

have a way to connect him with

God's love for us- as she always does with the things she brings to share. There's always a

"life lesson" in there somewhere!

Well, she did not disappoint! After explaining a bit about the movie and the wonderful
friendship built up by the two main characters to the children, she concluded with this. She
shared that when ET left Earth to go back to his home planet, he pointed to his heart and
told his new found little friend, "I'll be right here, I'll be right here." And if you haven't
guessed the 'God connection' by now, Pastor Laurie was sharing that Jesus is our Best
Friend, and is in our hearts too. We have a promise that God will be with us always, if we only

invite Him in...He will be right here.
Blessings,

Ms. Karen

ANNUAL MEETING

(with a good old-fashioned Lutheran Potluck Luncheon )

JANUARY 27, 2008

Once again it's time for the annual meeting of the
congregation! Join us in the Lower Social Hall for a
potluck luncheon immediately following the 10:45
a.m. worship service on Sunday, January 27". After
feasting on the delicious, mouth-watering delicacies
of our fabulous chefs and pastries bakers and
enjoying a mighty good old-fashioned Lutheran-style
Potluck we’ll get right down to business! All are
invited to join us as we celebrate the mission and
ministry of Ballard First during 2007 and as we look
forward to the opportunities and challenges before
us in 2008. Don’t forget to bring your favorite
Lutheran-style Potluck hot-dish or casserole or a
favorite dessert to share. Or, dust off your old jell-o
mold, but don’t forget to add some fruit for a nice
contrasting color. Drinks (such as coffee, of course)
and table service will be provided.

Also, a reminder to council officers and committee
chairs to get their annual reports in to Renee in the
church office by Friday, January 18". These can be
emailed to: office@ballardfirstlutheran.org.

MISSION PROJECTS:
BACK AT WORK!

Ladies, it is time to look for your quilting
needle as our first winter mission
projects sewing day is Thursday,
January 3" at 10:00am in the Lower
Social Hall. We can always use more
hands! Remember — no previous
experience is required. Making our quilts
is a fast hands-on project and we make it
fun!  All of our work makes such a
worthwhile contribution to world needs.
Bring a sack lunch — good coffee is
always provided.

Cotton or cotton polyester blend fabric
for quilts is always appreciated. Also,
any size sheets, print or solid color
(except white) can be used. We can also
use old electric blankets. When they are
ripped apart, each one provides quite a
bit of quilt filler.
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER

The “Friendly Diehards” Rachel Circle
Thursday, January 10¢ Tuesday, January 21
1:00pm 7:00pm
Haavik Hall IBA

LUTHERAN ALLIANCE TO CREATE HOUSING (LATCH) NEWS

We invite you and your congregation to our annual, and very important, trip to Olympia for Faith
Advocacy Day, on Tuesday, January 29™. Join LATCH and the Lutheran community in support of
important housing and social service legislation.

Also, Make your plans to attend our 15" Annual Rick Steves event in March (more information
coming soon). Rick Steves is back with his photos of out-of-the-way places and travel tips to help
make the most of your trip to Europe!

Ballard Food Bank Christmas Baskets

Six families with as many as 3-4 children received Christmas Baskets delivered to the Ballard Food
Bank in December. The congregation donated lots of non-perishable food so little shopping was
needed by the Service Committee. Thank you to everyone for the overwhelming generosity. In
addition, gift certificates to area supermarkets were included in the baskets for each family.

A New Ministry Opportunity

There’s a new group beginning at Ballard First Lutheran called “The Friendly Visitors” and YOU are
invited to join us. Our plan is to visit those who are unable to attend church regularly and who might
enjoy seeing some friendly faces. If you would like to join our group or would like more information
about us, please call the church office (206-784-1306), Lois Thompson (206-783-8095), or Sharon
Lange (206-784-0107). A training session will be held on Saturday, January 5™ at 9:00am in Haavik
Hall.

Calling all Ballard Bookworms!

If you are the type that always has your nose in a book, or simply enjoy a good read, we invite you to
gather with fellow book lovers on Wednesday, January 16th for the first meeting of the Ballard First
Lutheran Book Club. During this introductory meeting, we will be discussing Freakonomics by Steven
D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner. If you are able, please feel free to come having read the book.
Otherwise, you are more than welcome to come by to learn more about the book and what we have in
store for future meetings. If you have any questions, please contact either Kim or Matt (see below).
We look forward to seeing you on the 16th!

Ballard First Lutheran Book Club
Where: Haavik Hall

When: Wednesday, January 16th, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Hosts: Kim Peterson and Matt Henriksen

Book: Freakonomics by Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner

Contact: Kim (206-617-7013) or Matt (253-677-5287)
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER

Volunteer Drivers Urgently Needed

Senior Services is seeking reliable, caring individuals to drive and escort seniors in your community
to medical appointments. We do not have enough volunteers to help all of the seniors who call us
for rides. We offer flexible hours, supplemental insurance, and mileage and parking reimbursement.
Volunteers use their own vehicles and do no lifting or bearing of weight. For more information,
please call 206-448-5740, 800-282-5815, or check the website at www.seniorservices.org.

Celebrate 100 vears of Prayer for Christian Unity

The week of Prayer for Christian Unity gives Christians an annual opportunity to “pray without
ceasing” in the quest to deepen the unity that is shared already in Christ. It is also a time to gather in
praise of the Triune God and to deepen the understanding of the ecumenical movement. By joining
in this annual celebration, Christians raise their voices, hands, and hearts to God seeking the
fulfillment of the prayer of Jesus “that they all may be one.”

The Church Council of Greater Seattle is calling upon all Christians to join church leaders from
across King County to celebrate the 100™ anniversary of what has become a world-wide observance
on the final evening of the 2008 Week of Prayer. This event will take place on Friday, January 25" at
St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral (1245 — 10™ Avenue East). The service will begin at 7:00pm and will
be followed by a light reception. During the celebration at St. Mark’s, choirs and other musicians will
be participating in the worship service.

The Week of Prayer invites those who participate to use it as an opportunity to examine the
effectiveness of the ecumenical movement in seeking an end to the divisions among Christians. At
the Church Council of Greater Seattle, our member congregations are invited not only to work
together side by side for compassion and action, but also to work toward a full, visible, and real unity.

The Compass Center’s Service of Remembrance

A memorial service for homeless individuals who died during the year 2007 will be held on Friday,
January 4™ at 4:00pm at The Church of Steadfast Love (77 S. Washington Street, under the viaduct).
Time will be taken to remember these individuals and their gifts to us as candles are lit and each
person’s name is read. Please call, send, fax, or email any names to be read and remembered: The
Compass Center, 77 S. Washington Street, Seattle, 98104; 206-357-3112 (phone); 206-461-7834
(fax); or email: kdaniels@compasscenter.org. You may contact Pastor Kristy Daniels at the Compass
Center for more information.

... And a “thank you” from The Compass Center

Dear Friends at Ballard First Lutheran Church,

Thank you for your contribution of $1,500 to the Compass Center. Your gift signifies your
congregation’s commitment to serving the members of our community who are most in need of
assistance. The Compass Center provides a wide variety of essential human services to homeless
and low-income individuals and families. These programs include meals, emergency and transitional
housing, banking, hygiene facilities, as well as access to counseling referral services. The cold and
rainy weather brings even more people seeking our help and your contributions help us continue our
commitment to meeting these increased demands and promoting the health and well-being of the
poor and under-served members of our community. Thank you again for your generous support.

Cindy Jackson
Director of Development
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FINANCIAL HISTORY REPORT

Envelope/

Loose Giving
Other Income
Total Income

Expenses

Surplus /
(Loss)

Cash Balance

November 2007 Financial Report
General Fund

October
Actual

$17,966.27
$4,435.00
$22,401.27

$31,288.73

($8,887.46)
$69,118.94

October
Budget

$29,874.17
$2,771.66
$32,645.83

$41,475.53

($8,829.70)

Introducing a new Financial Reporting format.
understand both our income and expense status. So now, each month will show income and expenses for
both the current month and year to date. In addition, the last column shows the variance (actual - budget).
We are also reporting our current General Fund cash balance.
understand our overall financial situation.

Year To
Date Actual

$232,539.39
$62,678.05
$295,217.44

$390,824.28

($95,606.84)

Year To
Date Budget

$328,615.87
$31,988.26
$360,604.13

$447,630.83

($87,026.70)

Year To
Date
Variance

($96,076.48)
$30,689.79
($65,386.69)

($56,806.55)

($8,580.14)

If you have any questions or feedback please contact your
Finance Committee Chair, Dana Cocales, or any Finance Committee member (Kris Breton, Marcia Nelson,
Julie Millet, or Pastor Laurie).

Based on feedback, we heard that you wanted to better

We hope this helps you to better

In November, these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission and ministry budget
became Christ’s hands and feet in the world: provided Thanksgiving baskets to families through the
Ballard Food Bank, hosted weekly text study for area pastors, provided our van and drivers for the
Ballard Homeless Ministry, participated in a joint Thanksgiving Eve service with sister congregations,
hosted the 8" annual Turkey Trot for world hunger, led a noontime Bible study, held Consecration
Sunday, hosted women’s circles, sewed quilts for Lutheran World Relief

Capital Campaign II Update
Total Loan Balance as of 1/1/2007

Month Year
January 2007
February 2007
March 2007
April 2007
May 2007
June 2007
July 2007
August 2007
September 2007

$366,496
Monthly
Giving Loan Balance
$3,096 $364,956
$5,126 $361,231
$7,309 $355,458
$5,675 $351,245
$9,237 $343,499
$4,514 $340,400
$3,279 $338,579
$3,866 $336,146
$3,096 $334,432

October 2007 $5,625 $330,227
November 2007 $3,125 $328,462
December 2007

Capital Campaign Report

Only a part of the payment is applied to the principle.
The rest is interest. The January 2007 payment is the
minimum monthly payment on the loan. However,
starting in February 2007, the monthly payment is
based on the amount of Capital Campaign
contributions received from the previous month.
Thank you for your generous and faithful giving toward
retiring this debt.
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Sunday Morning Worship Schedule

8:30am Worship + + + 9:30am Education Hour + + + 10:45am Worship

Nursery care available throughout the morning

Special Events

Annual Meeting and Potluck
Sunday, January 27"
(following the 10:45am Worship Service)
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